
   

 

 

Welcome to 

350 Queens Avenue, London, ON N6B 1X6 
     TEL  (519) 679-8182 

        www.fsaunited.com   

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday  10 a.m. - 3 p.m.   

First-St. Andrew’s United Church Staff 
 
Rev. Dr. Joshua Lawrence  Minister of Worship and Congregational Life 
Rev. Anne-Louise Jannaway  Minister of Pastoral Care        Chris Fischer  Minister of Music 
Christina Lindsay  Children’s & Youth Program Coordinator   Kathryn Skelly  Office Manager  
Rev. Karen Low  Voluntary Associate Minister 
Rev. Dr. David McKane  Minister Emeritus          Paul Merritt  Organist Emeritus 
Dr. Jo Ann Silcox  Designated Pastoral Care Volunteer  
Steve Elson, George Jolink, David Wardlaw  Co-Chairs of Council 

July 19, 2026 
Outdoor Pride Parade Day 

Celebration 
10:30 am 
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Together we all make up the family of First-St. Andrew’s.  
If you are new to the family, please know that  

you are always welcome here.  
 
 

Hymn and anthem texts reprinted under  
One License #A-729129  

unless otherwise indicated 
 
 

Bold type indicates congregational response.  * indicates to stand in body or spirit 

Gathering (Candle lighting) Music:  In the Beginning         Jess Huber 
Jess Huber (he/him), baritone and guitar  

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 

And the Word was love, endless love.  
In the beginning was the Word, there with God always formed in love.  

Jesus came in love, endless love.  
And on days like this we gather to reveal that God’s plan will always be to heal.  

We’re here in love answering God’s call,  
to show and tell God’s love includes us all! 

 
Sometimes we forget that we were made, made in God’s image so divine.  

All of us divine by design. 
Sometimes our world does make it hard, hard to remember we belong to God.  

We belong in love, endless love.  
And on days like this we gather to proclaim that we belong without any shame.  

We’re here in love answering God’s call  
to show and tell God’s love includes us all! 

 
And on days like this we gather to reveal that God’s plan will always be to heal.  

We’re here in love answering God’s call,  
to show and tell God’s love includes us all!  

Not so long ago the church did harm some of God’s children who did nothing wrong.  
They were made in love, endless love. 

 
Part of our work now is to expand our understanding of God’s command:  

to break bread in love, endless love.  
And on days like this we gather round to pray that we can learn a little more each day. 

We’re here in love answering God’s call  
to show and tell God’s love includes us all! 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  

And the Word was love, endless love.  
 
Welcome and Announcements      Rev. Dr. Joshua Lawrence (he/him) 

 
One:  God is with us, 
ALL:  all the time, 
One:  and all the time, 
ALL:  God is with us. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNPP5NeB7ccCFYYdPgodT6cD8w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fwelcome-back-to-school-pictures&psig=AFQjCNFKmhVa7pCh2C8Iau5I4_C9cBPW9w&ust=1441993266722951


 3 

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 
Acknowledging the Traditional Territory     Rev. Dr. Joshua Lawrence  
 
Opening Prayer:   
 

Sacred Gardener, root of all becoming, you did not sow this world in rows. You 
scattered seed with an open hand—across path and rock and thorn and good soil 
alike—trusting that life would find its way to grow in more shapes than we have 
ever had names for. Today we come as your garden: some of us marigold, some 
of us mint, some of us the wildflower no one planted but that somehow, 
stubbornly, persists. Some of us have been called weeds by those who had a 
different field in mind. Some of us have pulled at our own roots, trying to 
become a crop we were never planted to be. Startle us into remembering that 
you did not make a monoculture but a tangled, flourishing world. Turn our need 
to remove some plants into a willingness to walk the field and ask what is 
growing here and why. We pray this in the name of the One who grew up wild 
and unpruned and free. Amen.  
 

*Hymn:  Quirky, Queer and Wonderful           Adam Tice 
(see next page) 

 
Children & Youth leave for Worship & Wonder 

 
Scripture:  Romans 8: 12-25          Steve Elson (he/him) 
 

One:  A Word of God for all people,  
ALL:  thanks be to God.  

 
*Scripture:  Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43       Rev. Dr. Joshua Lawrence 
 
Sermon:  “The Wisdom of Weeds”  
 
*Sung Response:  TLUS #105 May You Be Held - sung twice       Juanita Austin 
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*Prayers of the People:   
 

*Sung Response:  TLUS #105 May You Be Held - sung once between prayers 
 Juanita Austin 

 
*Prayer of Jesus:  (unison) 

 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom come, thy 
will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil for thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

 
Musical Offering:  Pride Parade Day          Jess Huber 
 Jess Huber, baritone and guitar  
 

You’re welcome here, let’s start there, all you need is love.  
There’s lots of room, we’ve got more chairs, come on in and join us.  

Maybe it’s your first time at Pride? It’s okay to be shy.  
Come as you are we want you here.  

All you need is love. All you need is love.  
You can ride or you can roll, or walk or take a stroll,  

just come with us on Pride Parade Day.  
 

Let’s recall how Pride began: Stonewall was a riot.  
Our ancestors had had enough of state sanctioned violence.  

Wait a minute we’ve heard that before, oh right!  
With the Romans. Jesus fought against empire and said  

all you need is love. All you need is love.  
You can ride or you can roll, or walk or take a stroll, 

 just come with us on Pride Parade Day. 
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The Leadership in Today’s Service Includes: 
 
 Welcoming Ushers:  Joan & Mike Bancroft and Larry Niles 
 Narthex Co-ordinator:  Carol Riddell-Elson 
 Service Support:  George Jolink 
 Tech Team:  Robin Neaves, Merran Neville, Jim Silcox, Kathryn Skelly and Chris Wood 
 Lemonade on the Lawn:  Membership & Nurture Committee 
 Gift Card Table:  Susan McKane and David Wake  
 

We thank God for all those who share their gifts and talents. 

 
Never question God’s love for you, Jesus made it clear.  
Love thy neighbour as thy self means starting with you.  
Whether you’re already out and proud, or quietly queer,  

you belong with us every day because  
all you need is love. All you need is love.  

You can ride or you can roll, or walk or take a stroll,  
just come with us on Pride Parade Day. 

 
As we prepare for Pride Parade let us all remember  

what God requires of each of us. It starts by seeking justice,  
then we commit to love kindness and move humbly with our God.  

Then we come to proclaim again  
all you need is love. All you need is love.  

You can ride or you can roll, or walk or take a stroll,  
just come with us on Pride Parade Day. 

 
 
Gratitude:            Rev. Dr. Joshua Lawrence 
 
*Hymn:  Sing a New World into Being          Mary Louise Bringle 

(see next page) 
 
Blessing:   

 
The light of God surrounds us;  
The love of God enfolds us;  
The power of God protects us;  
The presence of God watches over us;  
Wherever we are, God is!  
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Please stay for our Pride Party! 
 

Buy your lunch from The Grilled Cheezery Food Truck, 
 

Listen to some Live Music, 
 

Take a photo in front of our rainbow balloon arch 
 

& Play some games on the lawn. 
 

Then stay and watch the Pride Parade as it passes FSA! 
 
 


