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ACCESS OFFICIALLY OPENED
AND DEDICATED JANUARY 8

Doug McGregor, Frank Meadows and Catherine Moore after
Jour Sunday School students have unwrapped the new doors.

John Simpson, David Miller, Laurena Woods, Gladys Erskine
and Marlene Patterson share a ride on the new elevator.
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Russ Gonder presents Doug McGregor with the key to the new
Access entrance. Looking on are Jim Coates, contractor, Russ
Scorgie, architect, Frank Meadows and (behind the
antependium) Catherine Moore.

Beam;ﬁd new doors welcome aﬂ to our Sancmary
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OUR TEENS ARE UNIQUE!
By Paul Pergau

S : S

Uniquely Yours - a memorable experience for us all.

Did you see our play, Uniquely Yours? Wasn't it great? I
thought Stats would never get around to asking Laurie out on that
date!

Last fall our Teens and Youth and Young Adult Committee
members dedicated their time together to preparing for this play.
After much hard work, mixed in with some fun of course, we put
on two very successful performances in November. George,
Greg, Paul, Anthony, Andrew and Debbie did an outstanding job
helping us. The committee members showed us once again their
fine ability to produce. And how about those teens! Wow, we
are so lucky to have such a terrific group. They are truly unigue!
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COUNCIL REPORTS TO YOU
By Doug McGregor, Chair of Council

The Tidings staff suggested I
provide this column as a
perspective from 2 years as
Chair of Council and I am
pleased to do so. Have you
ever gone "AARGH!!, Too

many changes! Stop!!" TI've

sometimes said "This stupid _

church! Why so many changes? = |
Why not just enjoy Sunday . r ‘
services for a while??!!" [ == -

found one answer. About 4 Doug McGregor

years ago some people dreamed
of a better way of governing our church and of improving
access for all and these changes have been wonderful.

We’ve been using the Council model for 1 year in transition
and 1 year officially. It works so well and feels so right that
I have to consciously remember what it was like "before".
Though the access addition has only been used since Christmas
Eve, it feels natural already. These changes seem so simple
and common sense, so inevitable now that they are done. I’ve
started to forget how insecure I felt at first; how difficult the
decisions were; how hard it was to have faith that things could
work out.

After all the struggle and work and disruption, we’ve achieved
our goals. Now I can’t even imagine going back to the "old
way". So the next time someone comes up with a bright new
idea, I’ll probably say "This stupid church...". But I'll listen.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service.
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LAURENA WOODS REMEMBERS
By John McKim

Can you imagine knowing someone who had seen seventeen
Prime Ministers come and go and hopes to see one or two more?
Someone who was immersed in the throes of church union?
Come to the 11:00 am service any Sunday and meet Mrs.
Laurena Woods at coffee and conversation.

Born on Aug. 30, 1901 in Weston, Ontario, she later grew up in
Toronto, living above the general store operated by her father on
Queen Street, a colourful area then as well as now. The older of
two sisters, she insists that she was "the rebel" in the family. Her
job as secretary to Principal Gandier of Knox College gave her
an inside view of the not-always-Christian struggle for power
and property at the time of church
union (1925). She reports that Knox
College was given to the
Presbyterians who did not join the
union. Victoria, the Methodist
College, gave over the top floors for
the new United Church theological
traming, until Emmanuel College was
constructed.  With a rebellious glint
in her eye she tells of the ingenious
prank of the U.C. theologs who
purloined the front door key of Knox
College and had it cemented in the
historic cornerstone of the new
college.

While working at the college she met
her future mate, a theolog by the
name of John Norval Woods, whose
namesake was John Norval Proudfoot,
the missionary founder of our
congregation. Laurena and Norval
were married and began therr munistry mn 1931, serving
exclusively in London Conference. A long, sometimes
stimulating, sometimes dreary series of rural three point charges
took them first to Dawn Mills, a tiny village near Dresden - also
serving Wabash and Lindsay Rd. Further moves followed, to
Louisville, Providence, Sparta, Exeter, Thedford and finally
Sarnia where Norval retired. There were times when she
spiritedly refused to be the submissive pastor's wife and would
not agree to a request from the Church women to "cook two
chickens, bake two cakes and bring two jars of pickles." I first
met Laurena and Norval at the village of Louisville in the 1930's.
"The worst manse we ever had. The previous minister kept
chickens in the pantry and you can imagine what we had to clean
up." Those days at Louisville United Church offer precious
memories for me in many ways. One of the loveliest is that Mrs.
Woods is about the only living person who remembers me as a
little boy. She even recalls how we used to pump up the gasoline
lamps, light them and hang them from the church ceilings for the
evening service.

Laurena Woods is very proud of her three children who have all
had interesting and contributory careers of their own. Her two
daughters once came to her to report a firm decision they had
made. Both Louise and Marian said "When we are old enough
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to be married we are not going to marry ministers". "What's
wrong with your dad?" countered Laurena. "He's never home
and always on call" was their reply.

Naturally as one might guess, they both married ministers.
Louise met Peter Rolston, a fellow student at U.B.C. who
worked part-time on our U.C. mission boat Thomas Crosby.
Marian met Jim Kirkwood at U of T. Their work and mission
drew them to extended service in Africa and later Jim served in
the office of World Outreach at United Church head office in
Toronto.

Ken became a teacher but did not forego the call for service to
missions. He was a Crossroads volunteer under the charismatic
leadership of Bishop Robinson, the black pastor with the vision
to start Crossroads. Jim worked along
with other North American and
African  volunteers building an
amphitheatre in Kitui, Kenya. His
unselfish  service  brought an
unexpected reward when he met, fell in
love and married another Crossroader,
Jan Panebaker. Ken is retired, living
in Midland and very involved in
working for "Atlantic Challenge", a
movement sponsoring international
aquatic competitions for young people.

When the Woods made their last
change of residence they chose to
move to London where Norval began
treatment for cancer of the lung
Laurena became very committed to the
care of cancer patients so that after
| Norval died she continued to work as a
Laurena Woods volunteer in Dr. Ivan Smith's clinic.

After many years as a volunteer she

received a small salary as coordinator
of drivers; her first paid job since leaving Emmanuel College in
1931.

The first years in London might have broken a less stubborn,
(read rebellious), determined woman. She had the care of her
very ill husband, Louise a teacher at South Secondary School,
Ken at Teacher's College, her own aged and cantankerous
mother, all in one small cottage. When she was finally living on
her own she had to choose a church home. From 728 Chester St.
where she still lives, she had to take a bus downtown and another
back south to get to Calvary, the closest United Church. A
downtown church would require only one bus ride. She attended
church every Sunday at one of Calvary, Metropolitan or First-St.
Andrew's. One day she ran into Rev. Alex Farquhar at the
hospital. He greeted her warmly and said "It's nice to see you
attending church once in a while". He arranged to have her
membership transferred. Two weeks later she was confronted by
Rev. George Goth who insisted she should have joined
Metropolitan. Laurena giggled and simply and firmly replied
"No, because I decided to join First-St. Andrew's." This is the
kind of rebel you like to have on our side.

At First-St. Andrew's, Laurena became a loyal supporter and



worker with the Thursday night U.C.W. Sundays, she enjoyed
the music and usually the sermons.

Asked if she would choose the life of a minister's wife if she
could start over, she agreed it had been a rewarding and
interesting career. Her only regret was that they had been stuck
in London Conference and never experienced life in a pioneer
ministry out west.

"Would you like to make it to your 100th birthday?"

"Heavens no."

But she will if she wants to.

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL LEADERS

I pray, dear God, for our spiritual leaders.
Increase in them the gift of faith that they might preach
the word of God with boldness.
Increase in them the gift of wisdom that they might
guide us into the Way.
Increase in them the gift of pastor that they might
always lead us with compassion and strength.

I intercede, O Lord, for our spiritual leaders.
Grow in them the fruit of gentleness that they might
understand our frailty.
Grow in them the fruit of peace that they might be free
of manipulation.
Grow in them the fruit of love that they might always serve
out of a divine well spring.

I plead, gracious Father, for our spiritual leaders.
Protect them from the attacks of the evil One.
Protect them from the distractions that render their work
ineffective.
Protect them from the criticism of well-meaning people.
All these things I ask in the name of Jesus Christ
Amen.

UCW Holly Bazaar was a great success.
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MISSION EDUCATION SUNDAY
WITH THE FETTERS
By Reid Vipond

Oct. 16, 1994 was a highlight Sunday at First-St. Andrew's when
Rev. Lawrie and Mrs. Judy Fetter were guest speakers for our
Mission Education Sunday. Recently returned from Brazil where
they served with our partner Methodist Church for seven years,
the Fetters touched many bases with our congregation. At the
9:15 am service in the Chapel, they did a dialogue sermon. At
the 11:00 am service, Judy told the children's story, and then
went into the Sunday School to talk further with the children
there, while Lawrie spoke to the congregation about the
religious, social and political life in Brazil.

dy and Lawrie Fetter.
CHILDREN’S CORNER

Search the scriptures found on each of these eggs and discover eight
people who were a part of that first Easter.

Wi e
Mark 16:1

Answers:

Following coffee and conversation, some 50 to 60 people went
to the Fireside Room where the TwentySomething group served
a luncheon of typical Brazilian food. Once again Judy and
Lawrie, backed by an excellent display of maps, posters, banners
and Brazilian artifacts spoke briefly, and then answered many
questions posed by a keenly interested audience.

For the Fetters, it was a double-duty weekend. On Saturday they
had been leaders of a Presbytery Mission Festival held at Siloam
United Church.

Following their day with us at First-St. Andrew's, it was on to
Toronto to prepare for the United Church's four day Division of
World Outreach Annual Meeting. On returning to their home in
Victoria they will be doing Mission Deputation work in British
Columbia until Lawrie's official retirement in March of this year.
But we can be very certain that for this enthusiastic and
dedicated couple, retirement will simply mean a new opportunity
to continue the ministry which they have so capably exercised in
Ontario, Manitoba, British Columbia and Brazil.

The words of the hymn written by Judy Fetter, which we sang as
part of our Mission Education Sunday service, very clearly
express the optimism and the faith which we must feel at First-
St. Andrew's following the Fetters' visit:

We of this generation on whom God's hand is laid,
can journey to the future secure and unafraid,
rejoicing in God's goodness and trusting in this word:
"that you shall be my people and I will be your God."

(No. 116 in Songs for a Gospel People)
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Changes...

First-St. Andrew’s United Church: a Christian
Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through
worship, fellowship, learning and action.

BAPTISMS

"I will be with you always, even until the end of the world."

Andrew Kowall Bow
Christopher Jay Engel
Andrea Louisa Holstein
Kyle Blaine Springer

Next Baptism: May 14, 1995

MARRIAGES

"Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
Love never fails!"

Katherine Anne Miner
Garret George Simon Fagan

December 30

DEATHS
"Well done, good and faithful servant."

Michael Roy Geoffrey Best November 24
Herbert Cocker December 9
Albert Lewis Gonder December 12
Margaret Beatrice Inman January 21
Florence May January 12
Agnes Alice Underell January 22

GOODBYE & GODSPEED

"May kindness and peace be yours from Jesus Christ
the faithful witness.”

Edna Catherwood

Brenda Gummeson & Gary Mount
Ruth Johnston Kemp

Heather Ross

Allana Shore & David de Weerdt
Mary Ellen Whaley Jasper

NEW MEMBERS

"We pray for God's power to help you do all the good things that
you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to do."

Members received on November 13

Back: Roger Holstein, Jack McKay, Janet McKay,

Dorothy Keddie.

Front: Cynthia Simpson, June McKay, April Smith,
Monika Lee.

Missing: Nancy Green

Next reception of new members; May 7, 1995.

%&z’c

AT FIRST-ST. ANDREW’S

FRIENDS OF MUSIC APPEAL

Will you become a Friend of Music at FSA?

By Bruce Moor, Chair of Music Committee

This is the seventeenth season for the Music at First-St.
Andrew’s Concert Series. This series is coordinated and
managed by Paul Merritt who reports to the Music Committee.
The Concert Series continues to be self-supporting and operates
independently of the Church Council, and is entirely funded by
the Friends of Music.

Tidings

Friends of Music at First-St. Andrew’s are people in our church
and community who contribute financially to enable our
Christian witness in the community to continue to flourish and
provide the benefits of quality music to London and beyond.
With this financial help the series is able to continue on a non-
profit basis, keeping ticket prices as low as possible. Our
Concert Series presents a wide variety of musical programs
including organ recitals, vocal concerts, choral/orchestral
programs and instrumental recitals as a musical outreach to the
community.

Our 1994/95 series has already featured such wonderful events
as the concert on January 15 given by the St. Lawrence String
Quartet which was attended by over 600 people. We look
forward to our Senior Choir’s performance of Handel’s oratorio
SAMSON on April 30 with Orchestra London.

Will you become a Friend of Music at First-St. Andrew’s?
Enclose your cheque in an envelope marked Friends of Music
and place it on the offering plate or mail it to the church office.
Your contributions are tax deductible and we will know that we
have your support in this special ministry.

Lent, Holy Week and Easter 1995 6
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