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YOU KNOW HIM!

The man who comes to church and then only stays for half
the service. The man who doesn't like Frank or Catherine's
sermons?!

By Susan Carscadden-Mifsud

Alton Ross does not leave church early....indeed, he is one of
First-St. Andrew's most faithful members and very rarely misses
any part of a Sunday Service. He quietly serves our community
of faith in his modest, unassuming way.

Susan: Where DO you go when you leave the Sanctuary?

Alton: Well, we have one master tape recorder which feeds into
a bank of 10 tapes and they are up behind the chancel, where the
old organ used to be, [ tape the entire Sunday service on a 90-
minute tape and each week, I have to flip all 11 tapes just before
the sermon begins.

Alton confessed, with a snicker of delight, that the odd person
has ventured to that room for some supplies during a service and
jumped when they heard his voice!

Susan: How did you get the job of making these tapes?

Alton: I became involved when the new sound system was
installed five or six years ago. I was working with Doug Jones
and [ guess I opened my big mouth and that was it.

Susan: What is the reason for having these tapes?

Alton: It was originally started to provide tapes for shut-ins. But
now, there aren't many tapes borrowed from week to week. [
still believe there is a need, though. I wish we could find people
who would deliver a tape each week to a shut-in.

My conversation with Alton made me realize what an important
role these tapes could play in maintaining connections with
members of our church family who cannot come to church. He
is dedicated to continuing to offer this service for those in need.

Not only did I learn about the Tape Ministry during my visit, but
I also had the opportunity to meet Kay, Alton's wife. Did you
know that Kay Ross began singing in our choir when she was
fourteen years old? Having been baptized at FSA (then St.
Andrew's Presbyterian), she found it difficult to "follow" Alton
to the Baptist church after they were married.
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Kay: One week, we attended the Baptist church in the morning
and the United church in the evening. The next Sunday, we
would reverse it. Eventually, after we had our first child, we
couldn't keep that up so we stayed at First-St. Andrew's.

Having left Prince Edward Island many years ago, Alton still
speaks of The Island as home and Kay verifies that he is a true
"Islander".  Alton and Kay celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in June '94. [ look forward to a day soon when we
might all be able to see Kay and Alton in church together.

UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP EVENTS

By Chris Silcox

First-St. Andrew's Youth Group will be having a "Gym Riot" in
the Lower Hall to bring out as many interested young people as
possible. This group is open to a wide variety of ages and
personalities from the older public school guys and gals (around
Gr. 7/Gr. 8) to the high school ranks. The Gym Riot is
composed of four teams in a unique competition to beat old and
new friends at uncommon team-oriented games. The day of the
event will be Saturday, September 17 from about 3 pm to
supper time. A dinner will be provided (likely pizza) at the
conclusion of the Gym Riot. This event will correspond with
the rehearsals for "Uniquely Yours" which is open to all youths.
We hope to see as many of the youths as there are in existence
but those of you who will at least take the first step will not be
disappointed. Call CHRIS SILCOX , 642-2011, if there are
any questions about this or the youth group.
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Stewardship Campaign this fall, t y
" have been planning and working e r
with others. Doug McGregor
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Council Reports To You:

By Doug McGregor, Chair

Council last met on June 14th. A
number of things have been
happening over the summer - the
Access Project is making exciting
progress, the Working Party, led
by Barry Moore, has been very
active; Bill Watson and Emily
Woods, volunteers to co-chair the

This  will create exciting

developments very shortly! The Working Party is planning
communication with the congregation and will progress in many
ways before it reports to the annual meeting next year.
Anniversary Sunday on November 20th will see the conclusion
of the Stewardship Campaign, and the new access addition
should be open by then. Staff and committees have planned a full
slate of programs for the fall, and it promises to be a time of
glorious activity and rejoicing.

One outcome of progress by the Working Party is the sense that
this congregation is moving forward, and making important
progress. The Party (which still insists it is "working"!) is
providing focus on the report of the 1990/91 Vision Committee.
Continuing challenges and needs are easy to identify; what also
comes out clearly are accomplishments and progress. We look
forward with anticipation to hearing further from the Working
Party in the months ahead.

By Pamela Commodore

On Saturday, June 11/94, the teens of First-St. Andrew's held a
car wash to raise funds for The Youth Action Centre. They
raised $200 and washed 38 cars before we were rained out. The
teens had a great time and we plan to do more car washes for
future fund raising.

Info-Line

TONY GAZZARD ANNIVERSARY PREACHER

On Sunday, November 20, First-St. Andrew's will celebrate its
162nd Anniversary with guest preacher, the Rev. Tony
Gazzard, minister of First-St. Andrew's from 1980-1988. Plan
to be a part of this celebration.

UCW PRACTISES RECYCLING ON OCTOBER 22
9-11 am
The Thursday Evening Unit of the UCW is sponsoring the Fall
Rummage Sale in the Lower Hall on Saturday, October 22, 9-
11 am You can help by finding items in your home which you
no longer need and bringing them in so others can buy them,
or you could help the UCW organize and sell items or buy
items for your own use.

—————ee————— e ——
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ACCESS! THE PICTURES TELL THE STORY. The foundation of the church was found to be in good shape and

the new concrete reinforced Access foundation was poured.

By Russ Gonder

The story of the Access project has been told in words on a
regular basis in the Access Update reports that have appeared
with the Sunday order of service. Tidings provides the
opportunity to tell the story in pictures, starting with the sod
turning ceremony continuing up until a few weeks ago.

e

The foundation is poured.

During construction, the Access finance committee decided to
raise money by drilling for oil. (Ifyou believe this paragraph so
Jar, perhaps I can interest you in an unbelievable land deal. ed,)
The drilling rig was actually for the new elevator shaft.

i

The Access sod turning ceremony. April 3, 1994.

Just so we don't forget.

The "Before" picture.

The after picture will have to wait. The current estimate for
completion is the first week of November.

Drilling for oil at FSA.

: A .Nmimf :
The basement walls are added.

Excavation of the site. April 12, 1994.

= e e e e e e e e s s - - e
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The main floor is in, the foun: has ee back-
filled, and the main floor walls started. The new
elevator can be seen to the back left.

The entrance and main floor walls take shape. July
14, 1994.

Construction has proceeded in a timely fashion with few
unanticipated difficulties. The basement of the new structure
will be completed first so that we can use the new washrooms
even before the main floor is ready. Access to the parlour
through the usual door will be made available as soon as
possible. One cannot view the construction progress without
becoming caught up in the excitement!

The sign on the front
lawns shows the
community what the
commotion is all about.
We all anxiously await
its completion some
time in November.

pm R :rzﬁﬂf;H
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“A TECHNICOLOUR PROMISE" A GONE
FISHING MUSICAL PRESENTATION

By Spencer Inch

On May 1, 1994, the members of Gone Fishing presented a
musical drama called 4 TECHNICOLOUR PROMISE as part of
the 11:00 AM Sunday service. The drama was presented using
actors, musicians, dancers, waves (yes waves) and of course, the
Gone Fishing Choir.

e
e

The Gone 14'ishin Choir isplays their costumes.
Notice the animals two by two.

The kids did a great job!
By all accounts the story
was well told, the music
was grand, the storm
was dramatic, and Mr.
Noah, Mrs. Noah and
the animals reached land
safely. We thank the
kids and their many
helpers for adding a
very special touch to our
worship service.

A pensive moment.

65232 &383 "
A storm on the way to a promise of new life.

Tidings
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ALL THIS IN FOUR DAYS!
By Stuart Robb

The 70th Annual Meeting of London Conference was held
Forest, Ontario, May 12-16, 1994. As well as our staff members,
Catherine, Emily, Frank and Marion, Maggie Montgomery and
I attended as Lay delegates to Presbytery. In addition to regular
delegates, there were 70 teenagers and 60 children who had their
own program. One of the children who attended was Laura
Cavers of First-St. Andrew's.

The Theme this year was "Engaging the Bible" and in this
connection we had two theme addresses by Dr. Gerald Sheppard,
Professor of Old Testament Studies at Emmanuel College who
talked about how to read and understand the Bible. I plan to
bring some of my learning to our Thursday Morning Bible Study
group.  Conference opened and closed with Communion
Services, and each day the Conference concluded with a worship
service.

Some of the reasons for holding an Annual Meeting are:

1. To admit to the ministry of the United Church persons who
have satisfactorily completed the requirements. Included this
year were five newly qualified candidates who were ordained,;
one who had received Theological training in England was
admitted as an Ordained Minister; one who had left the Ministry
for several years was re-admitted and one was designated as a
Lay Pastoral Minister.

2. To honour two Ministers who served the Church for at least
50 years and eight Ministers who are retiring from full-time
pastorates.

3. To hear reports from the six divisions of the Conference.
Space allows me to comment only on two of these reports. The
other Divisions are Communications; Stewardship; Ministry,
Personnel and Education; and the largest of all, Mission in
Canada.

The report of the Finance Division affects us directly since we
contribute annually through Presbytery to the Conference. For
the first time in many years, the assessment on the Presbyteries
has been reduced.

The World Outreach Division gave a very interesting report on
progress being made on a joint project with the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church in the village of Wake Tiyo to make the village
economically independent. Money for this project has been
donated by many people from most congregations in the
Conference, including our Church.

4. The consideration of resolutions and petitions submitted by
various congregations on matters which they consider to be of
importance to the life of the Church. This year the Petitions
(usually asking General Council to do something) covered such
items as Baptismal Policy, Training of future Ministers, the new
Hymnbook (presently being compiled), Prayers in the House of
Commons, the riots in Mexico, Ecumenical Spirituality, the
Third Millennium Stewardship Fund, etc.

Tidings

One resolution which may have an impact on us, is that for the
next two years at least, travel to the annual meeting will not be
paid by Conference but be the responsibility of Presbyteries,
Charges and delegates.

5. The election of the Conference Executive for 94/95 included
the President Elect, Rev. Rick Hawley of Siloam United Church
and the Installation of the new President, Mrs. Sheila Duffin.

WELCOMING NEW CANADIANS

By Pat Tripp

Under the auspices of First-St. Andrew's Social Action
Committee and through the Refugee Host Program of the Cross
Cultural Learner Centre, several members and friends of First-St.
Andrew's volunteered in early 1993 to participate in a program
linking newly arrived refugees to Canada with Canadians. Two
First-St. Andrew's teams were formed. This 1s a personal
description of my experience as a member of one team. Other
team members are Phyllis Barnes and Pat & Charles Shaver.

Soon after volunteering we were given a thorough briefing about
the hosting program, and then introduced to Janet and Mekonen
Mohamadneka, a young Eritrean couple newly arrived from
Greece. Eritrea was a northern province of Ethiopia, over which
a long civil war was successfully fought, and is now a separate
country. Learning about Eritrea was just the beginning of my
hosting-experience education.

Janet and Mekonen are a thoroughly delightful couple, full of
fun, warmth, optimism and appreciation for being in Canada.
Mekonen spoke English well, and we have watched (and
hopefully helped) Janet's English improve since our first
meeting. Both are now working at the Radisson Hotel -
Mekonen in the Banquet Department and Janet in Housekeeping.
Mekonen worked as an industrial electrician in Eritrea, but has
so far been unable to get work in that field. Janet has taken
several word processing courses since her arrival in Canada. We
have entertained each other in our homes, dined on Eritrean and
Canadian food, celebrated Canada Day together and watched
maple syrup being produced. Our conversations have touched on
both Canadian and Eritrean life and customs, and sparked some
very interesting discussions about each other's backgrounds and
ways of life. There is nothing like the genuine and reflective
queries of newcomers to make you think about your own way of
life.

I have been amazed by the faith and confidence with which both
Janet and Mekonen have faced their new lives in Canada.
Although I can't speak for what they have gamned from the
program, I know | have learned far more than I had expected -
about Eritrea, about pluck and determination. Above all, I have
gained a new understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of
this country.
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WORSHIP & PICNIC AT PEARCE WILLIAMS

By Lionel Morise

Catherine, Paul, FSA teen campers and staff

Good attendance, wonderful worship, perfect weather. The
picnic at Pearce Williams, on Sunday, June 5, was a great
success. Members of the youth group directed parking and
welcomed the members of First-St. Andrew's to the
service/picnic. The teens were also predominantly involved in
the worship service, along with Catherine Moore, Paul Merritt
and Marion Jackson Tyler. The theme of the service was the
Family and it was well portrayed.

Everyone is watching the messy eaters.

After the service the teens sprang a surprise on the Picnic
Committee, a pie eating contest. Most participants wore as much
of the pie as they ate, with Chris Silcox finishing his pie first.

Maggie Montgomery, Jill Minion and Ellen Denny

ﬁdings

A picnic lunch, made up of all the dishes brought by the
congregation, was served in Pearce Hall and eaten throughout the
picnic grounds. The food was delicious. Then the activities
began. Various groups at First-St. Andrew's organized and ran
activities such as a fish pond, face painting, hit the sack (not
enough room here to explain this game!), a water balloon toss,
baseball, volleyball and much more. A special thanks to the
Candy Clown (who was that, anyway?) [ can honestly say fun
was had by all!

If you're sorry you missed the picnic, cheer up! Plans are in the
works for next year, same weekend, same location. Hope to see
you all there!

The teens also camped for the weekend.

i

Sheila C ull, Aaron Best, Karen Pergau, Tara MeLellan, Jeff
Beynon, Dana Roberts

OPEN HOMES - A MULTICULTURAL
EXPERIENCE

By Pamela Commodore

The Social Action Committee and members of First-St. Andrew's
hosted families from the Cambodian Community. On April 10,
1994, we held a Pot Luck dinner at the church. There were tasty
casseroles, savory salads and delicious desserts.

After dinner, there was a pinnate which the children enjoyed.
Later everyone retired to the Fireside Room where the children
played games and the adults had coffee and conversation. Two
ladies from the Cambodian Community showed slides and spoke
of what life in Cambodia was like. It was an evening enjoyed by
all.

On May 24, 1994, the Cambodian Community hosted members
from First-St. Andrew's for lunch in their community. We were
able to try some delicious Cambodian dishes along with some
old Canadian favourites.

Both dinners were very enjoyable experiences, and successful
efforts at bridging the gap between two different communities.
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80th ANNIVERSARY

MARIAN KEITH CLUB

unique, on-site mystery, still flowering among us
Part Three (of four): Its Founder and Guide

By Louise Wyatt

As the old saying goes, if all the
world were paper and all the sea
were 1nk, there is no way I could
ever capture Mrs. MacGregor
adequately, in words.

To begin, take a pair of dark,
bright, sort of welcoming eyes, a
pleasant, natural voice and smile,
a soul unassuming, genuine, fully
at peace with herself. Of her,
people said things like "quiet,
gentle-mannered” (always
emphatically adding) "but firm"; high principled; wearing plain
inconspicuous, timeless long-sleeved, high-necked clothes, often
navy blue, sometimes with an antique pin at the throat. Nobody
has mentioned the scriptural passage Matthew 10:16, advising
the disciples to be wise as serpents, innocent as doves, but this
might sometimes have been relevant for ministers' wives. At any
rate, for Esther (the name means "star"), there was no wearing of
heart-on-sleeve, nothing of the superficial, instead depths of
reserve. She was warm rather than effusive. "My dears"
sometimes was said in meetings. "Dearly beloved" was reserved
for rare late personal letters. [ cannot remember her even
referring to her own writing, a word which to this day I want to
print, WRITING. She never permitted, let along encouraged,
adulation or the glamorizing immaturities of hero worship - like
my feeling that I could hardly wait to be 17 to become a member
of THE MARIAN KEITH CLUB. The age restriction must have
helped combat this half-baked attitude. She was no seeker after
the headlines of fame: the applicable words were unpushy, non-
obtrusive, un-self-aggrandizing. She did not exploit her literary
reputation.

Louise Wyatt

In my experience, she did not fuss, she did not pry, she did not
pose, she did not panic. She must have known how to produce
balance and proportion - what people forty or fifty years later
were beginning to call "getting your priorities straight”. I
wonder how she got so much done. In many of her congregation
years, she was completing a novel every two years or so and
there were two young nieces in the home. And there had been
her launching the Delta Rho - The Daughters of Ruth - for the
age group just beyond the MKC - and the Sunday fireside
evening open houses at the manse, after evening service, fondly
remembered by a friend who was at them. It was a good thing,
as another friend said, that there was also her sister at the manse
to handle the meals and keep the houschold wheels going
smoothly. Memories of her seem to ring bells of phrases:
"vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, is not easily provoked, doth
not behave itself unseemly, rejoiceth not in iniquity."

Perhaps you can meet her in some stories. Was her fine Italian
brand of wonder which had me, the most negative, melancholy
and unhopeful of her flock, be the one to give (however

Tidings

unwillingly) a speech on optimism. True to form, I remember
beginning "T thought of asking you people to read a particular
scriptural passage in advance, as preparation, but I was sure you
wouldn't." (This got a general laugh - though unintended and
unforseen by me.)

There is another Mrs. MacGregor story from later in their days
here, when Dr. MacGregor was back preaching but still
somewhat recuperating from injuries suffered in a California
accident. One day, after church service, someone said to his
wife: "That was a good sermon this morning. I know that you
wrote it." Said Mrs, MacGregor: "If I had I would have been
proud to have." The social dexterity of this quick reply may well
have been learned and honed in the typical and desirable
requirements of its being a matter of self respect in Scottish
Presbyterian homes, to hold one's own in the repartee of family
rhetorical free-for-alls on action or behaviour.

I never saw her awkward. She was still at our church when
Thornton Wilder introduced his new novel with: "Of all the arts,
Goodness has the longest awkward age." She might have
relished this with a smile.

I've permitted myself to wonder what modemn poet she would
have liked - maybe Donald Davie, from Yorkshire, whose work
of collected poems, also his Oxford Collection of Religious
Verse, have both appeared in print recently.

[ think she must have been good at working with others by
sowing implications, the import of which might have been slow
to dawn, but which might have emerged years later with even
some vital influence.

This must have been true of what one MKC member called "her
little occasional homilies". I recall none of them but I do
remember clearly after all those years, the love of her voice
quoting to the Club, some lines of Coventry Patmore: "O
woman, lovely woman, how hast thou cheapened Paradise".
Well, no. Who would care to be a cheapener of ideal delight?

Of course there were some people - I know of three - who did not
find Mrs. MacGregor a kindred spirit. One independent one was
much freer and more enterprising, more flexible and more
modern in outlook - both by upbringing and temperament. 1
think she felt that Mrs. MacGregor's outlook on life was too
static, too confined, too looking toward the past.

I, myself, have deep misgivings about the lines from Charles
Kinglsey: "Be good sweet maid" (OK) but "let who will be
clever"? My mother's home full of sisters, all eager for good
schooling, would not have taken kindly to this down-putting of
intelligence and its full use (Hey - give to the world the best you
have) and goodness. I'm not sold on the disavowal of God's
endorsement of the utmost use of our mental capacities. I'd
rather settle for "let us use our best abilities as best we can", and
not sniff down what mental powers we have. Presumably, she'd
have been more reasonable than the quotation.

Marian Keith - Esther MacGregor - was a good encourager of
people, to develop in their own best ways and she in hers. She
never went on the public political platform like her contemporary
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Nellie McClung, whose campaign resulted in the 1929 Canadian
acknowledgment of women's legal personhood, but I'm sure
she'd never have wamed or dissuaded MKC's off the public
platform. I can clearly remember one of her leading members -
Alice (Doll) Darch, later Mrs. Frank Cole, addressing a huge
rally, the biggest audience hall in the city, somewhere in the
series of meetings on referenda to abolish the Ontario

Temperance Act somewhere between 1919 and 1923. T was
there and remember Alice - petite, young and fair and
wonderfully in control of herself and everyone else in that huge,
silent crowd - eloquent, reasonable and moving all at once -
giving to the world the best she had. To my knowledge, Mrs.
MacGregor didn't use that way, and she hoped we would use
ours, rather than using hers. She wanted blossoming plants - not
carbon copies or clones.

Changes...

First-St. Andrew’s United Church: a Christian
Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through
worship, fellowship, learning and action.

BAPTISMS

"I will be with you always, even until the end of the world."

Megan Grace Bereznick
Forrest Klaus Madinger
Ronald James Stewardson
Paul Douglas Sullivan

Next Baptism: October 23

DEATHS

"Well done, good and faithful servant”
Brian Robert Beck May 19
Lloyd Nealson McAninch June 6
Marjorie Jean Morrison June 21
Gladys Irene Nash June 8
Lodewijk (Louis) Adriaan van Baardwijk May 29
Celia Erma Van Patter June 25

MARRIAGES

"Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
Love never fails!"

May 6 Joyce Marie Davis
David Andrew Budge

June 4 Nancy Alaine Durko
James Andrew Griffiths

June 4 Ainslie Alison Meadows

Steven James Wemyss
June 18 Kristen Anne Seabrook
Christopher Alfred Paterson
June 25 Adrienne Cara-Lea Sadler
Mark Andrew Smith

NEW MEMBERS

"We pray for God's power to help you do all the good things that
you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to do."

Received by Confirmation on May 29th

Back: Frank Meadows, Dana Roberts, Karen Pergau, Matt
Kleiber

Centre: Tedd Smith, Kathryn Carter, Dana Smith, Jeff Beynon

Front: Catherine Moore, Michael Comnelissen, Debra Orvidas,
Marion Jackson Tyler

Members received on May 29th

Back: Jim Swartman, Jan Swartman, Kay Hillier, Jack Hillier

Centre: Nancy Hilborn, Betty Ansari*, Illoana Smith, Sherry
Whitehorne

Front: Jim Harvey, Stacey Harvey, Beverley Harvey, Andrea
Trussler, Jonathan Storie*

Missing Edna Catherwood, Linda Kulkarni, John Wilkey,
Norma Wilkey

* Received by Confirmation

Next Reception of New Members: November 13

Tidings
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