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MARGARET HAMILTON REMEMBERS
By Sue Slomer

Margaret (McQueen) Hamilton
came to FSA as a child in 1929,
Her parents, Myrtle and Jack, with
sister Beverley, got involved
when she and her sister joined
Mrs. Wheeler's children’s choir
and Myrtle became a 25 year
member of the Senior Choir.
Marg remembers weekly Bible
memory work to give recitations
to Miss Howie, as well as her
CGIT group with Jean Hair,

Margaret Hamilton

presenting the drama Dream of

Queen Esther, directed by Mrs. MacGregor.

Marg was confirmed at age 12. Atage |7 as a member
of the Young People’s Bible Class with Mrs. Wheable,
Marg and some of her cohorts used to sneak in to the
sancluary after class to play the organ. The youth group

was not an approved church activity. In 1930 Marg went
to a Church Board Meeting to request permission for dancing in
the church. It was approved and many attended.

When Marg joined FSA the Sanctuary had a U shaped loft all the
way around and the choir and pipe organ were at the front. She
remembers everyone being amazed at how big the window in the
chancel was when the organ was moved. Marg has vivid memories
of'each of the stained glass windows being installed and dedicated.
She so enjoyed these and all the other symbols of the church,
including the original painted ceilings, that Marg researched and
gave several presentations about their meanings.

FSA was very involved in the community and Marg remembers
over 200 people being housed in the Church during the flood of
1937. Each family was given a Sunday School classroom to live
in and her mother, Myrtle, and other members of the church helped
prepare meals and entertain the children.

Another memory for Marg that had a deep impact was the weekly
reading of the names of those lost during World War [I. She knew
many ol these young men. During this time she met Roy Hamilton
and they were married in FSA in 1945, A favourite memory is a
picture of them signing the register with their images reflected in
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used to go to Dance Clubs after their meetings as danCing juesions Yeur of Oldee Persons 199 200 fourth

a beautiful shining table in the Church Parlour. All
four of their daughters were married in FSA and had
the same picture taken at the same table.

Over the years Marg was a Mission Band leader,
belonged to the Delta Rho, was a U.C.W. Group leader
and has a life membership in the U.C.W. She and Roy
had a turn as executives for Mr. & Mrs. and Bifocals.

Sue
Slomer

Marg and Roy had six children, all baptized at FSA. Spence,
their eldest, and Marg’s father died in 1951. They dedicated a
brass Flower Urn with an inscription to their memory that is still
used for arrangements in the church. Myrtle died in 1953,

The other five children, Anne, Laurel, Sue, John and Bev were
confirmed at FSA. Anne was one of the first Teen Elders. Bev and
her cousin David Colwell ran Youth Parliament from FSA once.

Marg now has nine grandchildren. The oldest three, Matthew,
Bobby and Michelle, were baptized together. Three
others, Adam, Sarah and Elinor, were baptized at FSA
later. Spence, Laura and Elise, have all enjoyed FSA
Sunday School when they were home to visit Grammie.

1997

24
Matthew and Adam Slomer have been confirmed and

generation members. Marg's husband, Roy,

who was an elder for 25 years, died in 1998 and a moving
service was held at FSA. (I remember that Mum was surprised at
how many people came to the funeral, but as I review their lives
and service at FSA it was no surprise to me.)

Marg has been somewhat limited by her kidney failure and
subsequent dialysis, but she is still a valuable, active, well-loved
member of FSA. It is long term membership of Marg and many
others like her that give us the rich history and continued living
resource that is First-St. Andrew’s.
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FRANK MEADOWS TO RETIRE IN 2000

At the conclusion of the Worship Service on October 17, Frank
told the congregation he had notified Middlesex Presbytery of his
intention to retire at the end of June, 2000.
Before the vacancy can be declared and the
search for a successor begun, we will be
involved in a Needs Assessment along with
Presbytery representatives. You will not want
to miss any of the sermons Frank will be
. carefully crafting to help us understand the

u Scriptures and their meaning for us in today's
Frank Meadows world.

Visit the FSA mobile library cart in
Access Lobby each Sunday morning

BERE = i

L to R: Michael Hemphill and Aileen Hemphill with
Beth Madinger, Anna Holman and Dianne Knoppert
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The Choir of First-St.
Andrew's is featured on
this compact disc of
favourite hymns.

This ideal gift is
available at Coffee &
Conversation or from the
church office.

$15 - for one

$25 - for 2

$50 - for 5

Info-Line

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Thanks to each person who pledged gifts of time, talent,
energy and money during the fall Stewardship Campaign.
Special thanks to Debbie Roberts, Brian Cram, Diane
Macpherson and all the volunteers who planned and carried
out this program.

NEW CHOIR SOLOISTS BEGIN

A warm welcome to Sonja Gustafson, Soprano and Andrew
Pickett, Counter-tenor, Alto in their new roles continuing the
fine work of Mary Ellen Gustafson and Liz Van Doorne, who
have retired. Our thanks and best wishes go to them.
UCW OCTOBER RUMMAGE SALE

This event raised more than $2100. UCW projects will
benefit. Thanks to all who helped.

UCW TO HEAR JUNIOR CHOIR NOVEMBER 24

The UCW will gather at 6 pm in the Lower Hall for dinner,
entertainment and annual meeting.

POINSETTIAS WILL DECORATE SANCTUARY

If you would like to have a poinsettia placed in memory of a
loved one for the Christmas season, please call the church
office (679-8182) by Monday, November 22 if possible.
2000 OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE DEC. 12.
Convenient pick-up available in the Atrium Lobby. For 2000,
the envelope numbers have been reorganized.
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO YOUR FSA FRIENDS
They may be left in the mail slots just inside the access door
near the elevator.

NEED A GIFT? CHRISTMAS? HOSTESS? BIRTHDAY?
ANNIVERSARY? FAMILY MEMBER? YOURSELF?
The new choir compact disc, Favourite Hymns of First-
St. Andrew’s, may be the answer. $15 or 2/$25 or 5/$50.
At Coffee & Conversation or in Church Office.

SAVE FEBRUARY 6 AT 12:45

FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
OBSERVER - NEW & RENEWAL - APRIL 2000

No price increase. $12 for the year.

HEARING IN CHURCH DIFFICULT?

Individually adjustable walkman-type receiver sets are
available to help. Ask your usher.

2 Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 1999/2000
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Series: God’s Stewards AVAILABLE AT FIRST-ST. ANDREW'S

LINDA BADKE REACHES OUT WITH
ELUCOC

by Nancy Howard

A member of First-St. Andrew’s since
1985, Linda Badke has remained active
with strong commitment to community
outreach programs. She previously
chaired the Social Action Committee,
and for the past three years has been the
chair of the ELUCOC (East London
United Church Outreach Cluster) board.
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Linda speaks of ELUCOC with great
passion and hopes to increase

LT R S e Linda Badke
awareness in others. Originally EXCHANGE, MANDATE, OBSERVER, THE UPPER

ELUCOC included four East London churches (Gethsemane, :
Rowntree, Richard’s. Siloam), but now has expanded to include a ROOM, Tidmgé’ MEEN T Slne

total of eight churches (Robinson, First-St. Andrew’s, Dorchester,
St. Lawrence Presbyterian). The ELUCOC board meets once a month
and allows two board members from each church. Lyn Carapella is
the other board member representing FSA. There is a fund-raising
subcommittee to support outreach workers. ELUCOC employs two
part-time workers, Carol Langford in the Marconi Cascade

\
L]
Community, and the Rev. Susan Eagle in the Huron Heights area. W IJJS
They play an active role in community programs and provide crisis g
W oy

intervention.
37

A United Way grant supports several of ELUCOC’s programs hosted ’
in the Marconi Street Community (a small London-Middlesex ‘w‘gb
community with subsidized housing for the working poor and folks ?
requiring welfare assistance). Carol Langford hosts an after school
program for children in grades | - 5. There the children read with an
adult, play board games and do crafts. There is a preschool program
with crafts, story and playtime. A preteen cooking program helps to
get children at par with the reading skills of their peers. Helen
Mahabir runs a teen program to teach leadership skills, decision

making and organizational skills, while keeping the kids off the The

streets.

Additional programs offered by ELUCOC include a nutritious hot RELIGIOUS
meal for $1.00 enjoyed by 80 - 100 people at noon on Wednesdays.

Mary Mount hosts a story and craft for preschoolers. The Catholic SYMBOLS

School Board teaches English as a second language. Thursday
evenings folks can participate in BINGO night.

on our
[U's fortunate that through the programs it
offers, ELUCOC is able to reach out to the
community and provide opportunities that
are vital to the growth of life skills in these
individuals. Without ELUCOC, members of
the community would not be able to afford
the luxury of participating in extra curricular
programs. Thank you ELUCOC and to all
those who support it.

SANCTUARY -

CEILING

Nancy Howard

“
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COUNCIL REPORTS TO YOU
By Bill Watson
Chair of Council (471-6049)

B On September 14, we had a fully
attended meeting that got down to, and
through a lot of business.

B Heather Bedford introduced one
of the four student nurses from the UWO
School of Nursing, who have been
attached to Heather as clinical
apprentices in the realm of Pastoral
Nursing.

B The key members of the
Sanctuary Renovation Team were
recognised and listed. Each of them will receive an individual
letter of acknowledgement and thanks for their outstanding
contribution of time, effort, skill and expertise in this gloriously
successful undertaking.

Bill Watson

B Debbie Roberts and Brian Cram, co-chairs of this year’s
Stewardship Campaign, outlined the timetable and strategy. The
Campaign Theme is Thanks for Making a Difference.

B A possible change in the timing of Sunday morning services
was discussed. There was virtually unanimous agreement that all
of the Council Committees be asked to consider the feasibility of a
change to 9 a.m. for the early service, and 10:30 a.m. for the main
service.

B The desirability of planning a Millennium Eve Service was
discussed and overwhelmingly rejected.

B Some of the key changes inherent in the current proposals
for a major reorganisation of the administrative structure of the
United Church were explained.

Heather Bedford FSA
Parish Nurse pictured here
after her covenanting
service held at the morning
services on Sunday
Ocotber 24. Heather's
responsibilities as Parish
Nurse include pastoral care
of all the people of the
congregation.

Heather Bedford

Y2K UPDATE
By Diane Macpherson

With the diligent use of Trust Funds,
FSA has purchased new computers and
software. Without this update the
computers at FSA would have
succumbed to the Y2K bug. The utmost
care was taken in converting data to the
new system. [f you note any errors on
mailings, please notify the office.
Thanks go to Doug McGregor, Bob
Schram and Wes Sole for their expertise
in selecting the new system. Special
thanks go to Wes and Pat Sole for the
countless volunteer hours spent on the
conversion.

Diane Macpherson

Meet our Congregational Visiting Team

Back: Herb Wonfor, Al Maclntosh

Front: Grace Maclntosh, Jean Austin, Heather Bedford, Margaret Wonfor, Sheila Alton, Barbara Corbet
Not Pictured: Judi Barker, Jean Comfort, Wilma Evans, Stanley Harris, Annabelle Logan, Lillian Madill, Enid Merritt,
Isabel Moffatt, Tish Patterson, Anne Pattison, Elaine Russell, Jack Savigny, Marjorie Smith, Barbara Williamson

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 1999/2000
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OUR JUNIOR CHOIR

Back: Breanne Moldowan, Lindsey Madinger, Ashley Theissler, Kaela Moldowan, Emily Stewardson,
Calvin Radoja, William Joles, Christopher Madinger, John Theissler

Centre:  Eric Stewardson, Jamie Baldwin, Cameron Bereznick, Cole Stewardson, Forrest Madinger

Front: Daniel Lau, Paul Galbraith, Tristin Hill, Megan Mounteer, Jordan Baldwin, Carolyn Joles

Not Pictured: Madalena Kozachuk

Everything is up and running around FSA these
days. including our Teen Choir. Youth Group. and
Teens in Transit. Currently the Teen Choir is
preparing a Christmas musical to be performed
this winter, and the Youth Group is keeping
things busy with a Hallowe’en sleepover and a
retreat early next year. It’s good to see so many
new faces in TNT this year, all enthusiastic and

[ ' e s S o
Roger Snvder, Anson Wever and Kevin Johnston
helping with the Holly Bazaar on November 6, 1999

ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS
From the Earth Stewardship Committee -

Try to use completely or recycle to other people
contents of containers of paints, solvents, spot
removers, cleaners, polishes and glues.

YOUTH UPDATE
By Katie Pickering

Katie Pickering

ready to getinvolved. “Involved™ is something the
youth do really well around our church. Whether
in a group like these or individually, they're always
willing to help out with events like the Holly Bazaar
and Pancake Supper. Keep your eyes open for
upcoming events listed in the Announcements year
long.

Guess who's héving fun now at
First-St. Andrew's United Church

e i

Now can you guess

How did you do?
who is pictured here?

Ed Ellis,Tom Magee

A E-WAL S N

Tidings
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First-St. Andrew's United Church:

Ch a n g es a Christian Family encouraging spiritual
EEn

growth through worship, friendship, learning
and action

BAPTISMS MARRIAGES

“Iwill be with you always, even until the end of the world" “Love is always supportive, loval, helpful and trusting. |
Love never fails!™

Amanda Barbara Jeannette Eberhard |

Benjamin Andrew Plante Sept. 4 Angela Irene Wright, Stephen Kenneth Cribar

Benjamin Paul Prevost Sept. 11 Donna-Marie Fraleigh, Charles Edward Boyd Travis
Bradley Alexander Waters Sept. 18 Melanie Lois Valentine, Mark Charles Wenn

Sept. 18 Anna Jolanta Wiljucka, Paul Robert Read

Sept. 25 Kelly Elizabeth Wilton, Kirby Timothy Hennessy Duffy
Oct. 2 Kimberly Dawn Sturdy, Michael Terrance Logan 1
Oct. 9 Karen Lillian Campbell, William Timothy Oldham '

DEATHS

“Well done good and faithful servant.”

Burkhard Lohmann March 28, 1998

Thomas Reginald Williamson July 25, 1999
Marjorie L. MacKay July 27 GOODBYE & GODSPEED

“May kindness and peace be vours from Jesus Christ,

Rose Martha Mowat August 13 the faithful witress.”

Mary Marion Robinson August 31
Barbara 1. Anderson August 31 Mary Jane & Ross McMullen
Janet Pergau October 22 Lillian & Don Reid

DID YOU KNOW? WHAT IS IT?

WHERE IS IT AT FSA?

@®  Eva & Gordon Archibald celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary in October

Madeline & Doug Cram celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary in September

Mel Deacon has been made an Honourary Lifetime
Member of the London Chamber of Commerce.
Lorna and Ray Getliffe celebrated their 65th Wedding
Anniversary in October

Kevin Johnston was recognized as a Lay Minister by

Middlesex Presbytery upon graduation from the Lay
School of Theology

Nancy McNee was honoured by Parkwood Hospital . o . '
Foundation in September for her volunteer work Answer in next issue of Tidlﬂg&
Gerry & Augie Meacham celebrated their 50th =
Wedding Anniversary in August.

Bob Schram received the 1999 BBB Business
Integrity Award for his company

Jeane & Ralph Stewardson celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary in August.

Reach Out! Idea

Join a person sitting alone
in church and introduce
yourself.

6 Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 1999/2000 Tidings
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