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FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE
By Elaine Wilton

If you look around the church on a Sunday morning,
you may not see Lee and Russ Gonder, but they are
almost certainly in attendance. Try checking the
balcony, their favourite location for worship, and you
will find them seated with several other balcony
regulars. From this vantage point they are able to see the organ and
the choir, as well as the chancel area.

Elaine Wilton

The Gonders have been associated
with FSA for over fifty years, Russ
joining Lee here after their marriage
in 1948. They have been involved in
most facets of church life during those
years and have seen many changes.

When their children were young, Lee
worked in the nursery for twelve years
and Russ helped with Cubs and Scouts,
eventually taking over as leader at
FSA. Russ served as an elder for many
years and also joined the Property
Committee, bringing with him the
skills he had used in his career with
buildings at Western.

In answer to complaints about lack
of accessibility to FSA, Russ joined
Bill Minion and Russ Scorgie in
drafting a proposal for an access
addition. It was an exciting and
challenging task, and since it involved
substantial expenditure, one to be
considered carefully. Given the choice of providing a merely
adequate new entrance, or spending a little more to create a first-
rate addition, the committee chose quality, and produced the
functional and beautiful addition of which we are so proud.

Russ is now a member of the Board of Trustees, involved in
managing funds left to the church through estates, and establishing
the Vision Fund as a vehicle for donations. His work is not confined
to the area of finance however. Russ has willingly served meals at
Out of the Cold, taken photos of the sanctuary renovation and helped
out at the Holly Bazaar.

Likewise, Lee’s activities over the years have been wide-ranging.

Tidings

She and Connie Murray teamed up to organize all the food served
at Out of the Cold during its early vears. As well, Lee has been
known to wash and mend jeans for some of the guests on those
Monday nights. In earlier years, Lee worked with the Junior Choir
helping with makeup or costumes for such musicals as Noye's Fludde
and The Friendly Giant. As a member of the music committee she
provided food for receptions after Senior Choir concerts. She goes
where she is needed, whether it be to arrange flowers for the
sanctuary, assist with the
Rummage Sale and Bazaar,
assemble layettes for new mothers,
or light candles for the Christmas
Eve service. Lee is a long-term
member of the Thursday evening
UCW unit.

Both Lee and Russ mention the
wonderful people they have met
at FSA and express appreciation
for the support they have provided
over the years. Russ is especially
impressed with the way FSA
adapts to challenging situations,
often providing developmental
programs as a healthy means of
dealing with issues.

For their long and committed
service to the smooth running of
FSA, we sincerely thank Lee and
Russ Gonder.

Russ and Lee Gonder
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FAVOURITE HYMNS - REPORT
By Jack Hillier

We have put up the sold out sign on this project.
Those of us who have been involved in making
and selling the CD have been overwhelmed at the
response of the congregation and the public at large
in their support. We knew from the outset that our
outstanding choir, under the director of music Paul
Merritt, would come through with a powerful and
spiritually uplifting performance. Little did we
know just how successful it would become.

All of us will continue to enjoy this CD for years to come as we
relax in our homes or drive in our cars.

Let us say thank you to those who worked so hard for the success
of your Favourite Hymns.

i
Jack Hillier

your choir members

Paul Merritt - organist and director

Lionel Morise - graphic design

)] Bob Slater - editor

Paul Pergau - photography

Victoria Meredith - adjudicator

Pat Sole & Diane Macpherson - office support
Dennis Pellarin - sales

When we began this project we did not know a great deal about
the CD business. We learned quickly and had great trust and faith
in the quality of our team. The results have been exciting. After all
expenses have been paid, we will be able to turn over to the treasurer
in excess of $3,000.

Thank you one more time for your great support. God Bless!
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FSA VOLUNTEER LISTS

B

This binder of FSA Volunteer
Lists is located in the Church
Library on the shelf to the right
of the photocopier. Committee
chairs have been given yellow
duo-tang binders of their
updated lists so that their needs
can be met by the offers of
volunteer service given by the
FSA family.

N

Info-Line

UCW DOES IT AGAIN _

A highly successful Holly Bazaar involved a great many FSA
men, women and youth producing wonderful Christmas gifts
and treats. Income for UCW projects totalled about $8,000

LOVED ONES HEMEMBERED

Flowers may be placed in the Chapel/Sanctuary in memory
of loved ones. For available dates, please referto the flower
calendar in the Atrium Lobby. Call the church office by
Monday, April 10 if you wish to place Easter lilies in memory.

_LAST CHANCE TO _
'WALK IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL _
‘Join Frank for a rewarding experience in Western Turkey

and Greece - September 29 to October 21, 2000. See all
the major sites of the Epistles and the Acts of the Apostles,

many of the Churches of the Revelation and enjoy a Greek
Island Cruise. Contact Frank today (679-8182) or Roger
Snyde r (672-5664).

APRIL 29 UCW RECYCLING PROJECT
UCW Spring Rummage Sale offers us the opportunity to
recycle items we are no longer using

OBSERVER - NEW & RENEWAL - APRIL 2000
No price increase. $12 for the year. Cheques payable to

FSA and marked Observer.

HEARING IN CHURCH DIFFICULT‘?

Individually adjustable walkman-type receiver sets are
available to help Ask your usher.

CABARET HELPED “BELLS” ON THEIR WAY

A wonderful evening of fun, music and silent auction was
en;oyed and provided more than $7,400 towards their trip
expenses Thanks to all for your support. ;
JUNE 10 - CELEBRATION OF FRANK’S FSA MINISTRY
A celebration will take place at the home of Jean Comfort
on Saturday June 10 between the hours of 2 pm and 7 pm.
Everyone is invited.

LARGE PRINT HYMN BOOKS AVAILABLE

Ask your usher for a copy (words only) if this would help you.
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FROM THE PARISH NURSE

By Heather Bedford

This is the first in a series of articles that will appear in Tidings
with the goal of further educating the congregation regarding the
role of the Parish Nurse and also doing some health teaching on
my part. When I first became the Parish Nurse the focus seemed
to be on the elderly and shut-in population; however, gradually
members of all ages have come to me with concerns either with
their own health or that of a family member. I want to hear from
anyone, any age with concerns. If I do not have the answer, I will
get information for you or point you to where you can find the
information. If you have topics you would like featured in my
column, please let me know.

Since January was Alzheimer Awareness Month [ wanted to touch
on that subject and Caregiver stress that goes hand in hand with

Alzheimer’s. The Alzheimer Society of
London and Middlesex publishes
quarterly newsletters, which have
valuable information about various
aspects of Alzheimer’s. I have a copy
of one if you would like to see it. The
Alzheimer Society is working with the
city of London to develop a “Memory
Lane™ in Springbank Park that will
include a commemorative wall. This
wall will mark “brick by brick™ the
engraved names of community
members who wish to show support or remember a loved one.

From the Alzheimer's newsletter comes this poignant article:

i
Heather Bedford

day.

e S

Ten Requests FRoM A PERsON wiTH ALZHEIMER DiSEAsSE
1. Be patient with me — remember | am the helpless victim of an organic brain disease which is out of control.
2. Talk to me — even though | cannot always answer you, | can hear your voice and sometimes | can comprehend your words.
3. Bekind to me — for each day of my life is a long and desperate struggle. Your kindness may be the most special event of the

Consider my feelings — for they are still very much alive within me.

Treat me with human dignity and respect — as | would have gladly treated you if you had been the victim lying in this bed.

Remember my past — for | was once a healthy, vibrant person full of life, love and laughter, with abilities and intelligence.

Remember my present — | am a fearful person, a loving husband, wife, father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, aunt,

uncle or dear friend who misses my home and family very much.

Remember my future — though it may seem bleak to you, | am always filled with the hope of tomorrow.

9. Pray for me — for | am the person who lingers in the mists that drift between time and eternity. Your presence may do more
for me than any other outreach of compassion you could extend to me.

10. Love me — and the gifts of love you give will be a blessing from which we will fill both our lives with light forever.

I know there are caregivers who are stressed for a variety of reasons. I would like to form a small group for caregivers but I need to know
you are interested. If you are a caregiver who has found an appropriate support group I would like to hear from you as well, as the more

resources [ know of, the more I can help others. Thanks!

FRIENDS OF MUSIC

By Barrie Evans

“Friends of Music™ are a special group of people in our church

who sponsor and support the concert series. The concert
series is a “‘signature” event of FSA, a unique offering not
only to the members of our congregation but also to the
whole community. We are known far and wide for the
high quality and diversity of our music. It is no surprise
that in a recent column about the St. Lawrence String
Quartet concert a London Free Press columnist referred to
the FSA music program as “the finest in the city.” The
program draws people into the church and to a deeper
appreciation of God’s gift of music.

For this millennium year, our esteemed Music Director,

Paul Merritt, has planned a program which is even more spectacular
than ever. I will not go into details here; I will simply mention one
of the upcoming concerts. It will be a great honour for FSA to host

one of the world’s best known contemporary composers and
conductors of church music, John Rutter, in a concert at the end
of March. Please see the flyer for details of this and the
other concerts.

I would like to thank all “Friends of Music™ for their
generous support to date. The “Friends” allow the
concert series to operate on a self-supporting basis and
help keep the ticket prices as low as possible. If you
appreciate music and would like to become a “Friend”,
this is easy. You can simply enclose a cheque in an

Barrie Evans envelope marked “Friends of Music™ and place it on the

offering plate or you can mail it in to the church office,

Contributions in any amount will be gratefully received
and they are tax deductible. Your name will appear with the
other “Friends of Music™” on the Concert Series flyer in
recognition of your support.

Tidings
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COUNCIL REPORTS TO YOU

By Bill Watson
Chair of Council (471-6049)

A lot has happened since the last report.

The Joint Needs Assessment
Committee (JNAC), which was formed
to initiate the process of finding Frank
Meadows’ successor, held its first
meeting on January 17, met frequently
thereafter, received oral and written
submissions, and considered carefully
their import.  Its report, with
recommendations, has been presented to
Council for approval, and will be
presented to the Congregation for its
endorsement, with the goal of submitting it to the M.P.&E.
Committee of Presbytery at its meeting on April 12. The expectation
is that the report will be received and a vacancy declared.
Meanwhile, in anticipation of this outcome, the Nominating
Committee at FSA is working on the creation of a Search Committee
and will come to the congregation for endorsement as soon as this
is procedurally permissible.

Bill Watson

The decision to hold congregational meetings in the lower hall
has proven to be a wise one. It is evident that this fosters free and
frank discussion, partly because participants feel less inhibited and
partly because the sound system is more compliant. This practice
will be continued.

Ken Wright’s budget presentation at the Annual General Meeting
was clearly outlined and well received, in spite of the fact that the
bottom line indicated a deficit. To my mind whal this represents is
a faith congregation willing to take risks, particularly with respect
to the appointment of a Community Development Coordinator. It
is a great pleasure to announce that Ted Kostecki, one of our own
members, has been chosen and will start on May 1. Jean Wright,
Russ Knight and the selection committee deserve our warm thanks
and appreciation for the diligence and care they brought to their
task.

The questionnaire regarding the timing of worship services, which
had been circulated as a ‘feeler’, generated a response which
warranted a more in-depth study. This is being undertaken by the
Worship Committee which will report its findings, with
recommendations, to the April meeting of Council.

On February 29, Heather, Frank and I participated as invited
speakers at a Town Hall meeting on Parish Nursing held at St.
Joseph’s Hospital. The timeliness and success of this ministry at
FSA is clearly creating considerable interest,

Finally, a word of thanks and acknowledgement to Ed Ellis, our
industrious and devoted gardener and groundskeeper, who for
reasons of time and distance needs to modify his services. An
illuminated certificate of appreciation was presented to him at the
11 a.m. service on March 12.

ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS

From the Earth Stewardship Committee

Thawing foods in the refngerator saves energy - remember
it takes longer!

ENGLAND 2000 -
WE’RE ON OUR WAY

By Barbara Plante

For the past year the Laudamus Bells
have been fundraising in order to attend
the Ninth International Handbell
Symposium in Birmingham, England, in
August. As our thermometer - on
display in the Lower Hall - indicates,
the ringers themselves contributed over
$12,000. And we have been
wonderfully supported by the
congregation in all our projects: the Option-L Clothing event, our
after-Church Luncheon, the sale of Hot Cross Buns, Mother’s Day
Flowers, the Nostalgic Theatre, Christmas ornaments, the
photograph of our church, and recently, the Silent Auction. Many
of you have made personal donations as well. We are very grateful.

The Silent Auction was a resounding success. We went into it
having raised nearly $23,000, and it was our hope that we might
realize $3,000 from the auction. Instead, thanks to the generosity
of our donors and the folks who attended and bid, we raised over
$7.400.! Our host, Bevin Palmateer, saw to it that everyone had a
great time. It was an evening of music and fun, and of course,
bidding.

Barbara Plante

ENGLAND IN 2000...

The Laudamus Bells want to heartily thank everyone who has
helped us reach our goal. We certainly couldn’t have done it without
you, and we are overwhelmed by your generosity. With the proceeds
from the Silent Auction we have reached our goal of $30,000, and,
although there are one or two “unknowns™ such as the value of the
dollar when we have to make our final payment late in April, we
feel confident that we will be able to get all of us and our equipment
there - and back!

Thank you all - for your generosity, and your support and
encouragement. This has been a huge undertaking for our small
group of 16, and, thanks to you, it is also a huge success. Now you
can look forward to hearing the music as we prepare to join the
other hundreds of ringers from around the world, in Birmingham,
England, from August 2-6, 2000.

4 Lent, Holy Week, Easter 2000
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MAKING THE DIFFERENCE

By Nancy Howard

The theme of this year’s stewardship campaign
was Thank You for Making the Difference.
Perhaps you were fortunate to catch the minute for
mission series with reflections from Nikki Attwell, _ -
Jean Comfort, Betty Anne Younker, Ted Kostecki, Nancy Howard
and Kevin Johnston. Some of you will not have
had the opportunity to capture the heartfelt enthusiasm generated
in the testimonies of individuals, who themselves make a profound
difference at FSA. Space restrictions in Tidings do not allow us to
share their words in entirety, but we hope to reach a wider audience
with excerpts of their messages.

As Ted points out, the campaign was “designed to recognize what
each of us here has done in developing and nurturing the success of
the church.” The individuals giving the minutes were of all ages
and came to FSA at different stages in their lives. At one extreme,
Jean came 60+ years ago, Ted was married in our sanctuary 25
years prior, while Nikki arrived only 5 years ago. Yet there is a
common thread in their reflections of what makes FSA an inviting
church.

God is with us everywhere, not just at church, but how fortunate
we are to have this beautiful building to worship and praise God.
Jean has been here long enough to remember the sanctuary back to
its first major renovation. Ted does not forget to remind us “how
grateful we need to be to those who preceded us and whose gifts
provided the stained glass and renovations.”

Perhaps this group is from a biased sample, with music programs
being their first drawing card to the church. Still I dare say no one
will dispute Nikki’s comment that “our ministry of music is without
equal in this city.” Betty Anne adds that “Through music we are
able to delve into a part of our being that may result in a musical
experience, a spiritual experience, or a mixture of both, intertwined
and connected, and extremely powerful.”

Christians bring to church a set of spiritual and social needs that
must be met. While music was the admittance ticket, it was a
combination of other gifts offered in this congregation that
influenced the decision to return and to share in this church home.
Her thoughts echoed by the others, Jean summarizes, “It was the

opportunity for growth and enrichment through participation, and
under excellent leadership that kept me here.”

FSA offers a wide selection of programs that encourage spiritual
growth and fellowship. Nikki and Betty Anne mentioned all of the
music programs. Kevin, Ted and Jean spoke of church school, youth
retreats, social groups, study groups, and membership on
committees. “And from each of these moments that you and I have
shared,” reflects Ted, “we’ve all taken something away from each
other.”

No church could hold its membership without strong leadership.
Nikki and Kevin both appreciate that “We don’t shy away from the
tough questions” and, “Often we have taken risks and walked new
and different paths.”

Most agree that “‘strong pulpit presence is necessary in leadership.”
But the demands on the clergy don’t stop there. They must prepare
sermons with dynamic preaching style, content and doctrinal
teaching. In addition, they must generate enthusiasm, show
compassion, and demonstrate and encourage spiritual depth. They
must balance the needs of the congregation with the ministry of
outreach. They alone are held accountable for everything associated
with the name of their church. Only God could fill the expectations
we create. In spite of that, strong leadership is evident at FSA.
*“The vision of faith is projected in sermons with skillful weave of
storytelling,” as Ted and Nikki attest. Kevin declares, “We have
been blessed with very gifted clergy who have inspired and
challenged us.” That is the true role of the clergy.

FSA has much to offer to help individuals experience God’s
presence. When all is said and done, nothing will substitute for the
everyone agreed, “This congregation offers warmth
and nurturing in an inclusive community,”
the excitement of the Spirit working in /(F§74
us. A recent sermon ended, “Perhaps the //

e ; ; e
God’s gifts, all of them, and use them in Dﬁf‘?f"’”
God’s service.” Making the difference.

enthusiasm members have for Christian faith. Despite its large size,
and atmosphere that can only arise from

the
best thing we can do then, is to receive J //Mﬂ/{?’”f é‘/

Unitep CHurcH oF CANADA - 75 YEARS YOUNG
By Katie Pickering

This year marks the 75th anniversary of church union, which
included Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian churches.
Wanting to gain a little more insight into this
event I had a visit with Jean Gorwill, a long-
time member of First-St. Andrew’s. Jean was
very helpful in filling me in on how things
changed and how people felt about the changes.

Before church union, two women’s
organizations existed, each of which had
distinctly different responsibilities in the
church. The Ladies’ Aid, after church union,
became the Women’s Association and in 1962 joined with the
Women’s Missionary Society to create the United Church Women,

Katie Pickering

with a great variety of duties. When the church union was in
progress, Jean was attending university, but she remembers her
parents’ attending the large service at Mutual St. Arena in Toronto.
Many Presbytenan churches, about 34%, were not in favour of the
union. Six members of session at New St.
James Presbyterian Church withdrew to St.
Andrew’s and became members there in 1926.
In many cases, between the Presbyterian and
now United churches, unpleasant situations
arose between friends and neighbours which
took a considerable time to amend.

When sharing her thoughts with me, this
quotation from the Wesley Memorial in
Westminster Abbey came to mind: “The best of all is God is with
us. I'look upon all the world as my parish.”

Jean Gorwill

Tidings
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First-St. Andrew's United Church:
‘ h a n e S a Christian Family encouraging spiritual
® m ® growth through worship, friendship,

learning and action

BAPTISMS DEATHS
“I'will be with yvou always, even until the end of the world" “Well done good and faithful servant.”
Fraser Johnson Eaman Feeney Edward Alexander Bartram November 6
Abigail Logan Mackenzie Israels Irene Welsh November 15
Harrison Michael Joseph Israels Margaret Jean Pergau December 4
Thomas Hedd Samson-Williams Janice Anne Dawkins December 6
Next Baptism: May 14, 2000 Christopher David King December 7
Jean LeMaistre Hill December 12
Edward James Shewan December 16
GOODBYE & GODSPEED Bertha Eleen Murray December 20
“May kindness and peace be vours from Jesus Christ, M. Irene Snider January 27

the faithful witness.”

. illi: V 3 st Fe -
Carol Latter Mark Donald William Vanderpost February |

Winston Ross Cunningham February 2
Mary Louise Wyatt February 3
NEW ELDERS Harold E. Woodruff February 16
Elected at the Annual Congregational Meeting William Henry (Harry) Gemmill February 23
February 6, 2000 David W. Murray February 26
Karen Blachford 1. Nici et Edward Stokes Gale March 8
Jan Hendry Dennis Pellarin
Kerry Hill )

Thelma Pleiter

Jim Silcox

Fred Tipple

Susan Wark

Betty Ann Younker

Kay Hillier

Jim Hutchinson
Barbara Kavanagh
Dan MacLean
Tom McLarty

NEW MEMBERS

"We pray for God's Power to help you do all
the good things that you hope to do and that
vour faith makes you want to do."

Received November 21, 1999
(* By Confirmation)

Back: Dan MacLean, Jacalyn Walters, Ron White, Debbie Maund
Next Reception of New Members Centre: Kim Carter®, Jill Blakeney, Amanda Williams

May 7, 2000 Front: John Schiffer®, Naomi Prevost, Cheryl Samson
g Not Pictured: Susan Hogarth, Dennis Pellarin, Sam Shelstad

DID YOU KNOW? i . ® Heather Bedfo__rd has p_e_gn selected as a spgaker at the 6th
Annual Canadian Parish Nurse Conference in Calgary, May
4-5.

® John Wiebe has ldentlfled new hormones that may lead to

Heather Bedford has completed her studies of Parish
Nursmg at Concordia University College of Alberta wath a

95% mark.
new breast cancer treatments.
® Karen Blachford has been awarded London’s Sportsperson @ Cordon Vheld his baoh honotrad by The Royal Canadian
of the Year. : : ‘

legion with a 50 year medal and pin.

T e T T e L e e e e e
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