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FSA’S DYNAMIC DUO

By Elaine Wilton

Bill Watson and Barbara Plante are co-chairs of the recently established
Out of the Cold (QOOTC) program through which First-St. Andrew’s
provided shelter for the homeless one night a week. The program
operated from February 19 until March 25.

Barbara Plante

The roots for Barbara Plante’s interest in helping others can be
found in her childhood. Growing up in Winnipeg as the daughter
and granddaughter of United Church ministers, she gained a strong
sense of the importance of mission work. In fact, her education
began in her grandfather’s mission in the north end of the cit;: She
was also influenced by the work her father did with young offenders
in Winnipeg and later in Kitchener.

As a teenager Barbara seriously considered overseas mission work,
but an untimely illness prevented her from following through with
it. When her father’s ministry brought him to London, she often
accompanied him to the Men’s Mission where she sang or played
the piano for the residents.

Later, as a high school teacher in Toronto, she did volunteer work
with street youth, helping to provide fellowship and an evening
program one night per week.

With her return to London came marriage to Bob and the birth of
their two sons, Adam and Adrian. Bob’s sabbatical in 1977 provided
an opportunity for the family to live in England and develop a taste
for travel. In recent years, Barbara and Bob have visited Japan and
Greece, and are looking forward to a trip to Italy in May.

Barbara’s desire to help the less fortunate continued to develop.

She became active in FSA’s sponsorship of a Vietnamese family in
the 1980s and from there moved to ELUCOC (East London United
Church Outreach Cluster) where she is currently chair of fundraising.

Barbara is also director of the Laudamus Handbell Choir, a member
of the FSA choir and the Social Action Committee. It was through
the Social Action Committee that she first became aware of Frank
Meadows’ interest in establishing a shelter for the homeless.
Believing that she could make a contribution in such a venture, she
contacted Bill Watson. and together they began planning the Our
of the Cold program. Within a month FSA opened its doors to its
first Monday evening guests.

Barbara reports that an evaluation of the program took place in
April, and Council subsequently passed a resolution to continue
OOTC in the fall. Meetings with other downtown churches will take
place in the near future. In the meantime, Barbara will take a short
break from her church work and enjoy her holiday in Italy.

Bill Watson

Bill Watson has always been actively involved in the service of
others in both his professional and private life. Born and educated
in Glasgow, Scotland, he graduated in medicine in 1950 and served
as an army medical officer in Hong Kong before returning to Scotland
to complete his internship. After he and Elspeth were married. they
moved to Washington and then to Kenya where Bill taught at the
medical school for one year.

Shortly after his arrival in London in 1969, he joined First-St. Andrew’s
and quickly became involved in the life and fellowship of the church.
Some of Bill’s contributions include participation in FSA music and
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drama programs, and a leadership role in the Stewardship Committee.

His most recent project has been the Out of the Cold program
which he helped launch in February 1996. With the tremendous
amount of interest shown in the project by other city churches, Bill
envisions the program expanding to several nights per week next
winter.

Recently retired from medicine, Bill finds that he has more time to
relax and enjoy the pursuits he is involved in. His leisure activities
have now become an integral part of his day. His interest in drama
has led him to the London Community Players where he is a member
of the play-reading committee. He is also editor of the London
Academy of Medicine newsletter and chair of the Division of World
Outreach of Middlesex Presbytery.

Future plans include a June trip to Alaska and the Northwest
Territories with Elspeth, and the possibility of a short-term teaching
assignment in Kuala Lumpur at the end of the year. Until then, Bill
will be busy with golf, squash, reading, and gardening in addition
to frequent visits with his children and grandchildren.

Photo collage by Rick Bain presented to Russ Gonder in
recognition of his leadership in the Access Project.
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CHURCH OPENS DOORS TO HOMELESS

Letter to the Editor (London Free Press)
By Pamela Commodore

Recently, my church began a program called Out of the Cold. Let
me tell you a little about my church.

To the best of my knowledge, not a single one of its parishioners has
ever required such a service. In fact, many have never experienced
the side of society that deals with hunger, homelessness and loss of
hope. This year, however, they identified a need in our society. For
that reason, I am proud to be associated with and to be a member of
First-St. Andrew s United Church in London.

On Feb. 19, we opened our doors for the first time to London's
homeless. The response was good. Those who attended were served
soup and sandwiches. A social hour followed and we later settled
down to watch a movie. More remarkable, however, were the
volunteers who arrived to help. They were from all walks of life. In
many cases, all they had in common was their knowledge of the
need for a sanctuary, however temporary, for some individuals and
their strong desire to help. The tone of the evening was non-
Jjudgmental. There were no religious overtones, just a community
providing for its own.

Most striking was the number of people who came to help, but had
no prior experience with life on the streets. Theywere nervous and
cautious and seemed fto feel unqualified because of their lack of
exposure fo a side of life they knew nothing abou.

These difficulties were overcome by our guests, who proved
themselves dignified and respectful. In the weeks to come, we may
deal with different, more demanding sectors of society. But we've
been initiated. We know we can deal with whatever comes our way
because the bottom line is that we are all human beings struggling
to find our place in society. For some of us, the struggle has been
more difficult. My church is non-judgmental, my church is lending
a hand and that is why my heart bursts with pride when [ think
abou? First-St. Andrew s and the generosity that exists within its
walls®

ANTHEM COMPOSED IN MEMORY OF KEVIN
By Paul Merritt

On Sunday, March 10, we heard the first performance of an anthem,
written for the Senior Choir, in memory of Kevin Kossatz, our former
tenor soloist. Composed by Jean Wuensch, a member of our choir,
this setting of Psalm 27 uses the musical forces of a trio of soloists,
choir, trumpet and organ to dramatically capture the central idea of
the text - our belief that no matter what adversities we encounter
God will be our strength and salvation.

We were pleased that members of the Kossatz family and friends
attended the service.

e W ==Y ¥ S T T I S YWYV =T = )
Tidings Pentecost 1996 2

R




T e e G P N W N L S e S W 1 S e e
MEET THE M&S COMMITTEE

By Karen Wilson-Procunier, Chair

Back row: Donald Beck, Wilma Evans, Margaret Wonfor, Lionel Morise,
Ken Wright,

Front Row: Corinne King, Jean Gorwill, Laurel Kenney, Reid Vipond,

Not Pictured: Neville Mahabir, Elaine Russell, Kim Snelgrove, Mary Vernon,

Bert Wilson, Karen Wilson-Procunier

Did you know........
Y there are an estimated 7 million children abandoned on the
streets of Brazil?

v many children in Trinidad and Tobago are unable to attend
school because of unsafe buildings, inadequate water supply,
and lack of space?

y 300,000 people were left homeless in a matter of seconds as

an earthquake struck Kobe, Japan on January 17, 1995 at 5:46
am.”?

Did you know that the United Church of Canada is working to make
a difference in these situations and many, many others? There are
Canadians at work in Brazil working with the children and providing
an opportunity for education on health care, nutrition, budgeting
and family planning. There are Canadians in Trinidad and Tobago
teaching carpentry and water management. The United Church of
Canada provided emergency aid almost immediately to the people of
Kobe, Japan. :

It is the role of the Mission and Service Committee to enlighten the
whole congregation about the work that is done by our national
church throughout the world. We try to do this in a number of ways.

On many occasions throughout the year, a member of our committee
will provide a Minute for Mission just before the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. This time is used to bring you up-to-date on ongoing
activities sponsored by the M & S Fund or introduce a new project.
Often a related video presentation is featured in the Lower Hall during
Coffee and Conversation.

One of the bulletin boards in the Lower Hall features articles, items of
interest, letters and pictures related to the projects of the Mission
and Service Fund and London Conference. This display is changed
on a regular basis and we invite you to take a look.

The Mission and Service Committee also sponsors the Observer
subscription campaign each April. This United Church publication
provides news from across the country and often features news
from mission projects. Mandate, the United Church’s Mission

ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS

From the Earth Stewardship Committee

Always try to completely use all of the contents of containers of
barbeque starter fluid, lighter fluid, gasoline and furnace oil.
However. if you do have unwanted leftovers that must be disposed
of, contact the fire department for instructions.

Magazine is made available on tables in the Narthex. This
publication is bursting with information on the Mission and Service
Fund and its work throughout the world and here in Canada.

Traditionally, each fall, a Sunday Service has been designated as
Mission Sunday. The Mission and Service Committee is responsible
for securing a special speaker for the worship service on that day.
Careful planning and considerable organization goes into these
services.

Each year, the Committee tries to feature a specific project or country
where United Church development work is being carried out. Over
the past several years, Committee members have taken this
responsibility one step further and have provided a lunch following
the Mission Sunday Service featuring ethnic food and an
opportunity to visit with our guest speaker. These lunches have
been very well received and funds generated from them have been
applied to our Mission and Service Fund contribution.

For the past several years, the Mission and Service Committee has
channelled your contributions to Overseas Relief (special envelopes
used on Communion Sundays) to sponsor a project in Wake Tyo,
Ethiopia. This project has been very successful and is now a model
for other communities in the area. The people of Wake Tyo now
have a good supply of fresh water and are successfully farming.
They are taking the skills their Canadian partners have taught them
to another village in their area.

This year the Mission and Services Committee is channelling the
Overseas Relief contributions to the Bluefields Project in Nicaragua.
This project, sponsored by London Conference, involves building
a roof on a school in a Moravian Church-operated school project.
In 1990, volunteers from London Conference built second storey
walls on the school and now in 1996 funds are being raised to put
up the roof. The first level is very overcrowded with children
attending school in shifts in order to be accommodated. We invite
you to participate in this worthwhile project if you can by using
your Overseas Relief envelopes on Communion Sundays.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
From the M & S Committee

Through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, (CFGB),
United Church members sent two shipments to
partners in Angola totalling 20,500 metric tonnes of
corn, 1,981 mt of cooking oil, 12,000 mt of beans, and
200 mt of lentils for food-for-work development
projects and to tide over rural families until harvest.
Gifts to the CFGBE are over and above our regular M &
S givinge. The M & S Fund supports our participation
in the CFGB by paying our membership.
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COUNCIL REPORTS TO YOU
By Ross McMullen
Chair of Council (438-0668)

Back Row: Ron Logan, David Shaw, MaryJane McMullen, Bill Watson,
Bob Slater, Paul Huston, Murray Woods,

Middle Row: Gertrude Bergey, Louise Slater. June McKay, Lorna Kilb,
Lesley Pergau, Jan Ashall, David Pederson, Robin Procunier,

Front Row: Emily Woods, Frank Meadows, Heather Vosper, Annabelle
Logan, Ross McMullen, Doug McGregor, Catherine Moore, Paul Merritt

Not Pictured: Karen Procunier,

Who is an Elder at First-St. Andrew’s? This question continues to
crop up so I thought I would address it.

Under our former administrative system, The Official Board concept,
a Church member was asked to become an Elder, and as such was a
member of the Session. Once on the Session, you, as an Elder, were
asked to join a committee of Session.

Under the Council system, introduced about three years ago, a
Church member is asked to join a committee of Council. Once you
have joined a committee of Council by election at the Annual
Meeting, you automatically become an Elder of the Church, or just
the reverse of the former system. I should also mention that during
the year there are members who join a Committee as Volunteers.
These people are not Elders.

Since our last report in Tidings, the Annual Meeting has come and
gone, along with two Council Meetings. At the Annual Meeting
you passed a balanced budget with the proviso that we fundraise
to increase our M & S givings. At Council four chairpersons, Ron
Logan, Karen Procunier, David Shaw and Murray Woods, agreed to
guide a fundraising program. We trust that they will be fully
supported by our congregation.

Again, at the Annual Meeting there was a motion, which was tabled,
concerning the use of flags in the Sanctuary. The current procedure
is to display the Canadian flag and the St. Andrew’s flag when the
anniversaries of Canada Day, Armistice Day and St. Andrew’s Day
are recognized. Council considered this matter and asked the
Worship Committee for a recommendation. The Worship Committee
reported to Council with the following motion: “That the Canadian
flag be permanently displayed in the atrium, and moved to other
places as appropriate, including being placed in the Sanctuary with
the St. Andrew’s flag on Canada Day, Armistice Day and St.
Andrew’s Day.” Council gave unanimous approval to this motion.
With the knowledge of the action of Council, the original motion
made at the Annual Meeting has been withdrawn. The co-operative
manner in which this subject has been addressed is very much
appreciated.

A Strategic Planning Committee, SPC, has now been established. It
will consist of a member of each of the appropriate committees of
Council, including the Marketing Committee, and a Staff member. It
will report to Council through the Stewardship Committee. Michael
Walker will replace Jack Hillier as chair of the Marketing Committee
and Jack will become chair of the SPC. The committee will work on
a rolling three year horizon and bring recommendations to Council
and the Congregation concerning our future direction.

The Out of the Cold initiative was introduced to Council by David
Shaw, chair of the Social Action Committee, on advice from Catherine
Moore. Bill Watson and Barb Plante “championed™ this program
and have done an exceptional job. Ianticipate that they will advise
Council at the June meeting as to how they see this program
proceeding.

The June Council Meeting is on Tuesday, June 11, at 7:30 p.m. The
Congregation is invited to attend this meeting, as observers. to see
your Council in action. We try to be informal and you should feel
free to arrive or leave as your schedule permits. Hope you can join
us.

Adam Guthrie, Confirmation Class
member visits Mary Beattie,
McCormick Home

FSA Youth
Ministry in
action

- £y
Gone Fishing Choir sings at
seniors' residence

Teens entertain at the Pancake Supper, February 20.
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TRIBUTE TO HERB WONFOR GROW A ROW '96
By David Shaw

On February 4, following the regular church service, Herb Wonfor i
was honoured for his work as our Minister of Visitation. The songs To say that the 1995 “Grow a Row’

below were rendered in his honour by the choir. Thanks Herb for campaign was a success is an
your work as a minister in our community.

understatement! The congregations of
First-St. Andrew’s and St. Marys United |
Churches donated cash and product | _
Memories, Memories, totalling more than $13.200. Our 22 acres
Days of Herb Wonfor. yielded 59 tonnes of corn. Additional
O er the sea of memory, - a ratio of 4-1 by the Canadi _
We see Herb s day of yore. support gld ratio of 4:1 by the Canadian ‘

International Development Agency resulted in 295 tonnes of corn
Childhood days. Wildwood days, going into the Food Grains Bank system. The total impact of the

?g;ﬁ :;: ;}‘;ﬁfﬁ ;f:;fd __m growing project was in excess of $75.500!

Starts a fresh set of memories.

Memories

We are especially excited to tell you of the launch of this year’s
“Grow a Row” campaign. As a result of normal crop rotation we’ll

Memories Are Made of This be growing soy beans instead of corn.

‘;'-’j;’ one j'h." new ordi nam} ; After meeting with the organizing committee in St. Marys, we’ve

Add one deaconess transplan z 7 - ; ; . iq .

One Herb, one Marg out West superb iiemded to hold”lwo social events. Early in June 1hcrc will be a

Memories are made of this. Rock Jamboree™ followed by a hot dog roast, and later in the summer,
_ ‘ o near the end of August, there will be a sweet corn roast. Details will
Years of working morn till night be forthcoming. Your Social Action Committee urges you to take

E{;’:‘i‘;‘;ﬂf{;ﬁ” ; ﬁffgﬂ “}; n‘f‘fff)g;’; d fun. part in this exciting campaign and...”Put on your jeans and plant

Memories are made of this. some beans!!”

Then move around the map. = ]
Peace River, then come bfﬁ:k, ' ' | § Thanks
Ontario, sev 'ral places Herb and
Churches in little towns
Manses all tumble down . Margaret
These are the dreams Herb embraces
With God s blessing from above.

Herb has served our church with love.
This man, his wife, one love through life,
Memories are made of this.

Thanks For the Memory

Thanks for the memovries.

For being here with us,

1o serve as stimulus.

To help us stick together in times so perilous
We thank you so much.

Margaret and Herb Wonfor anticipate Herb Wonfor chats with Naomi Fraser

. ! tasting celebration cake served by at the reception February 4
Thanks for the memories. Gertrude Bergey, February 4,

Of endless cups of tea,

For quiet sympathy. _

You came whenever we had need of quiet company. DID YOU KNOW?

We thank you so much.

T e #  Bill Oldham was honoured with the Bishop 'Ihwns!leud
And'many’s the time there w e;g foaps. Award for excellence in secondary school teaching at
But your gentle grace lasted after Oakridge Secondary School.

You soothed our hearts, allayed 5.
ousoc ur hearts, allayed our fears #  KenHuntisamemberof the UWO Debating Society which

:E‘G thanks ﬁ?{r the memories. placed 5th at the XVth World Debating Championships
“Hjoy your leisure time, i

“Shif your paradicm. * held at Cork, Ireland, in January.

For your quick wit and insight, we sing this, one last time, i Mary Vernon has been named a Fellow of the Ontario

Thank ; h. = a
S Teachers' Federation in recognition of her contribution

to education.

L e e SRS B i G eV = B E ee e P ) A ) = S R g AP
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First-St. Andrew's United Church: a Christian
Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through
worship, fellowship, learning and action

Changes.

BAPTISMS MARRIAGES
“I will be with you always, even until the end of the world."” “Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
James Tanner William Louis Bruzas Love pever falls:™
Nicholkss Predecick Ko Grodigs April20  Jennifer Ellen Rousom
Jacob Ross Warren Llovd J McGuffi
Next Baptism: September 1996 oy Jaysonactaniiin
DEATHS
zgcﬁa&!’_ fEeEARnnsual Congregational Meeting, February 18) "Well done good and faithful servant”
: Jeanie Downie Moore Jan 23
Mary Grace Airey Nora Joles Lina Saschenbrecker Feb. 17
Sheila Alton Dorothy Keddie Ruby Evelyn Ball Feb. 26
Heather Burns Diane Knoppert Helen Marjorie Blair Mar. 16
Roy Carter Shelley Kostecki Edmund Ward (Gus) Airey Mar. 31
Christine Cavers Annabelle Logan Robert Bruce MclIrvine Apr. 14
Michael Cornelissen Rick Matchett
Pam Cottingham Aldis Murray GOODBYE & GODSPEED
Brian Cram Marion Orser “May .-'findnessf and peace be yours from Jesus Christ,
Richard Dintien Miriel Patsoins the faithful witness.
Jane Ebbs Glenda Pennington Louise & Jeff Carroll Kelly Swanson
Fran Eberhard Joan Ramsay Lorna Grosman Lois Town
Jeannette Eberhard John Robinson Bill Johnston
David Flynn Elaine Russell
Liz Galbraith Sue Slomer NEW ELDERS EMERITUS
Jean Gorwill Ted Slomer (named by the Church Council on April 9)
Bill Guthrie Sally Smith Glen Bain Roy Hamilton
Helen Guthrie Kim Snelgrove Faye Bass Fred Hickman
Helen Inch Roger Snyder Ina Cavers Jean Hill
Charles Joles Mary Vernon Nelson Foster Bob Reed
Info-Line

UCW GENERAL MEETING/ LUNCHEON -JUNE 6, 11 AM

PEWTER PANELS DISPLAY, Lower Hall -May 11-17

A must-see are the 48 scenes from Christ's life created
by Albert Marschner Gilles. Loaned to us by the
Canadian Bible Society. Free. 9am to 5 pm daily

GODSPELL AUDITIONS:

May 14 and May 21 - 6:40 - 8:00 pm

Bring one prepared song

5 Males and 5 Females required

Information -

George Jolink 473-4223, Glenda Pennington 672-4231

FSAHOSTS LONDON CONFERENCE -MAY 24 - 26

SPECIAL COMMUNION - MAY 29
Homebound members are invited to come with their
pastoral care visitors for communion and afternon tea

WINGFIELD'S PROGRESS -Wednesday May 29 -8 pm
Support ELUCOC/enjoy this comedy. Tickets
$25,20,15,12. available at Coffee and Conversation.
Information Linda Badke (432-5420).

Westminster College is the site - $10 the cost

GOOD NEIGHBOURS PROJECT HAS BEGUN

Short term helping hands for FSA people during
challenging times for them is now available thanks to the
co-chairs Penny Hove and Debbie Schram. if you know of
persons needing help or you want to offer your help, phone
Penny 657-1887 or Debbie 434-8189

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY COMING SOON
Photo sessions are set for late Segtember and mid
October. More details in the Fall ’lidlngs

THURSDAY UCW RUMMAGE SALE REPORT - APRIL 20
$1800 raised for service projects Thanks to all who
donated and helped

PICK UP A BAG OF BOOKS FOR SUMMER
Visit church library-select children's and adults’ books.
Return after Labour Day.
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