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WITH LOVE FROM FSA

By Sue Scorgie, Social Action Committee

Sitting in Corinne King’s living room one afternoon, I
listened as she excitedly displayed the contents of a baby
hamper. The hamper would soon be given to a young,
London mother with a new baby. What she showed me
represented many hours of thought, effort and expertise. It
also represented a labour of love.

First-St. Andrew’s has sent over one hundred baby hampers
to young families through St. Paul’s Daily Bread over the
past five years. Many of us have heard them mentioned over
the years, but few of us really know what is involved in
producing one.

Each hamper contains a handmade blanket; a knitted hat,
sweater and booties set; cloth diapers; rubber pants; pins;
receiving blankets; vests; bibs; sleepers; bottles; and a baby
pack of products. All of this is assembled in a large, plastic
laundry basket.

Corinne sews the blankets. Other items she purchases,
making use of half-price sales and senior discounts. In the
early stages Corinne knit all of the sweater sets herself as
well as sewing quilts, diapers, nighties and stuffed animals.
As the demand for the baby hampers grew, she requested
help from knitters in our congregation. There have been
many over the years Corinne tells me. These ladies keep
Corinne supplied with hand knit sweater sets in a rainbow of
colours.

Thanks to FSA mothers, a bag of used clothing is given with
each hamper. To top the layette is a soft stuffed animal.
The completed hamper is appealing and goes a long way
toward meeting the needs of a newborn.

When asked what the congregation can do to help, Corinne
responded with a request for more knitters and contributions
of used baby clothes. Money donations should be
earmarked "Baby Hamper Project". ..Continued over
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The baby hampers and our collection of baby food for St.
Paul’s Daily Bread (2nd Sunday of the month) are truly
examples of First-St. Andrew’s reaching out to the
community. Corinne’s devotion to this project is obvious and
her energy must be applauded.

ECHOES:
By Louise Wyatt

A bite-sized, one per issue
investigative pastime of
biblical references currently
encountered.

Emily Bronté’s novel Wuthering
Heights answers the clues given
in the last issue.

For smiles: Beneath the word
Ichabods on the Richmond

Street  restaurant/bar sign
appears "the Legend Returns".
I wonder if the management
and patrons have made the connection with I Samuel 4:21
and 14:3?

Louise Wyatt

Ed. - This concludes the current series of Echoes. Our thanks
to Louise for the challenges she has prepared for us. Watch
Jfor a new series on the Marian Keith Club which celebrates the
80th anniversary of its founding in 1994.
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KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY -
WHAT AN EXPERIENCE!

By Kenneth Bray

Think of a bright Sunday
morning; the time is just after
9:000’clock. Our destination is
the Kerygma Room where a
study group meets weekly
under the watchful eye of Dr.
Jo Ann Silcox. Our group is
rather small (and not always
consistent in personnel) which
means that there is much more
individual responsibility both in
the readings and the ensuing
discussions. However, it also
means more personal soul-searching and more intimate
disclosure.

Ken Br

We accept that the Bible offers a series of verbal snapshots
reflecting various historical periods and various cultures, all
quite different from ours, but it also reveals many
fundamental truths as it deals with basic universal problems.
Drawing background material from our own limited
experiences, from reference books, and Jo Ann’s careful
preparation and seemingly limitless knowledge, we attempt
to come to grips with Christian fundamentals as well as the
different ways in which these are presented by the teachers
and writers of the gospel to their contemporaries. The study
is in depth.

Factual information from the stories and parables inundate
us; realising that much of this information is open to varied
interpretations only adds to the confusion. Is it any wonder
that there are so many religions in the world! However,
reflection and the insight provided by scholarly biblical
commentaries help to increase our clarity and understanding,
and soon we find that our horizons have been extended.
New interpretations of passages we have known since
childhood have been provocative, and a re-examination of
fundamentals has been stimulating. We are comforted and
become more tolerant. We realise that various translations
of the several original biblical languages, as well as varying
interpretations of these writings, often reflect newly
discovered archaeological information. In any case, basic
truths are not significantly altered. Surely church activities
like Kerygma represent some of the "green patches of
spirituality" mentioned by sociologist Reginald Bibby in his
latest book.

This study is a most enlightening experience. We are
grateful for the opportunity of participating, especially under
the guidance of a learned and patient leader like Jo Ann.
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A TEAM OF 37 PLANNED THE 93/94
CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

By Dorothy McPhedran

The Christian Development Committee’s role is to facilitate
the spiritual growth of all persons in the congregation; this
role means that the committee has a responsibility to provide
opportunities for all for involvement in groups and programs,
for study and discussion of issues of concern and interest, for
interaction with others, and for making available current
resources focusing on matters of the spirit. In short, it is the
committee’s hope that the activities and resources provided,
and available to all, will deepen and further the spiritual
growth of us all.

For children, there are the Gone Fishing, Religion-in-Life,
Pop ’'n Popcorn groups, as well as the Church School
programs - programs with variety and learning.

For youth and young adults there are the CGIT, the
Confirmation Class, the Twentysomething group and the
Youth Group - programs with lots of action and thought.

For adults, there are the Men’s Group, the Lectionary Bible
Study Groups, and the Kerygma Study Group. As well,
there is a group focusing on activities in relation to the
Ecumenical Decade 1988-1998- Churches in Solidarity with
Women. Among programs for adults there will be a series
on Parenting, and an Advent series, and a Lenten series.

In addition to groups and activities for children, youth and
adults, there are congregational gatherings to celebrate
important occasions in the church year; for example, the
Christmas Eve Family Service, the Pancake Supper, the
Gethsemane Vigil, and the Easter Sunrise Service.

All Christian Development programs are planned to
stimulate thought, to raise questions, and invite a personal
search for truth - and, of course, for enjoyment and
friendship. Look carefully at the opportunities listed in the
FSA Program Guide. Consider participating.

SHARING GRACES

This is the fourth in a series of graces given to Tidings for
sharing with FSA family members:

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest,
and let these gifts to us be blessed.

Amen.
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L 10 R: Paul Pergau, Helen Mahabir, Maggie Montgomery,
Carol Beynon, Dorothy McPhedran, Shelley Kostecki, Leah
Morise, Sharon Lunau, Christina Lindsay, Marion Jackson
Tyler, Bev Lindsay, Wes Sole

Christian Development Committee

Bev Lindsay, Chair, Maggie Montgomery, Secretary

Emily Woods and Marion Jackson Tyler, C.D. Directors
Children’s Ministry

Sharon Lunau, Chair, Judy Cull, Lillian Farrow, Marvin
Mills, Carolyn Minion, Jane Westmorland

Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Shelley Kostecki, Chair, Carol Beynon, Ted Kostecki,
Christina Lindsay, Johanna Macdonald, Leah Morise, Lionel
Morise, Paul Pergau, Carrie Wilson

Adult Ministry
Jo Ann Silcox, Chair, David de Weerdt, Ted Kostecki,
Dorothy McPhedran, Glenda Pennington, Paul Pennington,
Jean Wright

Library Team

Jim Brown, Mary Rossiec Brown, Barb Dalrymple, Anna
Holman, Joan Hunter, Diane Knoppert, Sharon Lunau, Jean
Powell, Trudy Valentine, Margaret Wonfor

Audio Visual Team
Wes Sole, Acting Chair, Andrew Kilpatrick, Alton Ross

5 ENVIRONMENT TIP

Avoid buying products in excess packaging such as
individually wrapped and sized products. Buy products that
come in returnable and recyclable packages.
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ACCESSIBILITY - A PERSONAL VIEW

By Judith O’Brien

Just after joining First-St.
Andrew’s United Church in
1979, 1 was diagnosed with
Multiple ~ Sclerosis. This
disease, throughout its
progression, would lead to
significant changes in my life.
My ability to access things that
I was used to doing would
undergo many changes. At first
I was able to use a cane, then
after a few years a walker
became a necessity, in fact I am
still using this for short
distances. I have used an electric wheelchair for about seven
years now. This enables me to maintain my independence
as much as possible.

Judy O’Brien

My being able to attend the church of my choice, First-St.
Andrew’s, is becoming more difficult with each passing year.
Since 1988, 1 have been using the chair lift at the northwest
corner of the Church. Without the use of this lift it would
not have been possible for me to attend services in the
Sanctuary. When the subject of Access came up again in
earnest, I became excited and optimistic about being able to
continue at First-St. Andrew’s, the church I came to know
and appreciate. Up until this time, accessibility had only
been a dream; now I am seeing the possibility of a dream
becoming a reality.

I am pleased to be a member of the Access Committee. I
am also serving on the London Paratransit Advisory
Committee. It oversees the service of providing
transportation to physically challenged individuals in the City
of London. It has indeed opened my eyes to the varied
physical challenges that many people have to deal with from
day to day. We first seem to look at the obvious: a white
cane, a walking device, a wheelchair, etc. We have some
members of our congregation who are in wheelchairs now,
and are managing to use the lift. It is necessary to transfer
to the lift, then have someone carry the wheelchair up the
steps where you get out of the lift and back into the
wheelchair and then proceed into the Sanctuary.

There are many other individuals in our congregation who
would benefit greatly from this Access Project: the elderly,
who because of their years are not as agile as they used to
be; those with heart and lung problems; the blind; those who
have arthritic and rheumatic problems; and those who have
walking problems due to an injury or disease. It givesus the
opportunity to use with dignity a facility that was meant to
be used by all, not just the healthy. There will be other
areas that this new addition will assist; the ability to move

equipment from one level to another, the general flow of
traffic within the church will certainly be improved and good
security will be more easily achieved. This new access will
give all the opportunity of making a choice in which activities
they would like to participate. It will open up the church to
new members, and also make it possible for our shut-ins to
attend services as they are able.

For me personally it will mean again having the opportunity
to make choices, whether it would be to attend the Holly
Bazaar, a musical in the Lower Hall, a meeting in the
parlour, a service in the Chapel, any number of the various
activities that are available in this beautiful church.

Indeed with the new Access Project it will mean that First-
St. Andrew’s will be living out to its new motto REJOICE,
RENEW, REACH OUT.

Info-Line

OUR PLEDGE FOR 1994

Recently we received our brown envelope Kkits with
Stewardship Booklet and pledge card. Please return
completed pledge card by Sunday, November 21st.

POINSETTIAS WILL DECORATE SANCTUARY

If you would like to have a poinsettia placed in memory of
a loved one for the Christmas season, please call the church
office (679-8182) by Monday, December 6th.

UCW OCTOBER RUMMAGE SALE

$1,350. was added to the UCW treasury in support of its
projects. Thanks to the contributors, workers and patrons in
this recycling project. Your next opportunity will come in
April.

MEN AND WOMEN TO JOIN WORKSHOP JANUARY 22
WITH LOIS WILSON TO SEE WOMEN IN THE BIBLE IN
A NEW LIGHT.

Organized by our Decade Committee, the workshop in the
Lower Hall begins at 9:00 and ends at 3:30, on Saturday,
January 22,1994. Information from Marie Sande (474-0506)
or Charlotte Ann Bell (434-2400).

WHAT'S AN FSA ECOTEAM?

Bring your lunch to the parlour at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday,
November 28 to hear Diane Szoller explain how small
groups of FSA members arrange to meet and plan their
approach for the problem of the month. Guidance comes
from the Household Ecoteam Workbook. This Global
Action Plan is an international project. More information
from Helen or Spencer Inch. (471-0826)
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THE AMABILE BOYS CHOIRS
By Carol Beynon

Sixty-five young men ranging in age from eight to twenty-
three make up the two ensembles of the Amabile Boys
Choirs. The goals of the choirs, founded in 1990 by directors
Carol Beynon and Bevin Keating, are to provide musical
training of the highest possible standard for the young male
singers and to develop the individual musical talent of each
member to its highest potential. The singers are encouraged
to help and support one another, to develop their own social
skills, and to develop a sense of community welfare.

Since its beginning three years ago, the choirs have had a
rigorous and successful performance schedule. Performances
have included church services, and community outreach
services for the CNIB, the Women’s Canadian Club,
Children’s Hospital, and the International Children’s Festival.
The choirs won three first place awards in the London
Kiwanis Music Festival. This past summer the choirs
competed in the prestigious Llangollen International Musical
Eisteddfod in Wales. The treble choir placed ninth out of
thirty-three choirs from around the world and the tenor/bass
choir placed fourth out of twenty-five youth and adult choirs.
While in Britain they also embarked on a demanding concert
tour, performing in Westminster Abbey, St. Martin-in-the-
Fields, Canterbury Cathedral and Great St. Mary’s in
Cambridge. Again the choirs received impressive reviews
from their adjudicators and audiences: "Splendid choirs with
extremely fine blend, clarity of words and tones, excellent
musicianship!"

The members of the choirs come from London and
Middlesex, Elgin, Kent and Oxford Counties. First-St.
Andrew’s proudly salutes its members.

L to R: Mark Schram, Brinn Norman, John Schram, Carol
Beynon, Conductor, Adam Guthrie, Jeffery Beynon

Tidings

VOICES UNITED:
RESPONSE TO A NEED

By Betty Sangster

Many times recently, I have
heard the lament from our staff
at First-St. Andrew’s, as well as
elsewhere, that in the planning
of worship, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to find
enough variety of language,
theology and hymnody that
speaks to all of our
contemporary spiritual needs.
Voices United is a response to
that need as it is being
expressed throughout the wider
church.

Betty Sangster

The new Hymn and Worship Resource of the United
Church is on its way. I am extremely honoured to be a
member of this committee of 25 Theologians, Musicians, and
Lay People from all geographical areas of our church. The
thought that has struck me since our first meeting has been
the intensity with which everyone is continually endeavouring
to seek and find a Christian meaning to life within the
United Church context. We honestly feel that our worship
is crucially significant in that search.

As a member of a leading congregation within the wider
church, I have come to realize more than ever the
importance of our Christian hymnody. Our singing of hymns
provides us with the opportunity, collectively or privately, to
experience our faith within our hearts, as well as our heads.
The lyrics, rhythms, tunes and harmonies can speak to our
whole being. Each one of us has his/her own worship
history:  different parts or modes of worship speak
differently to us. We’re hoping that as our church grows
into the late nineties and the year 2000, that our new
Worship Resource, Voices United , will have something for
everyone: traditional, children’s, youth and new selections
that will cover many of our needs for inspiration, comfort,
celebration, and praise.

We are continuing to endeavour to achieve quality and
cohesiveness, so that all congregations of our diverse church
will say, "This is what we need to be a nurturing Christian
church within a constantly changing and developing world."

It is an exciting time within the United Church as we all
seek to Renew! Rejoice! and Reach Out! ~

Ed. - Call Betty (660-0968) with your thoughts and questions.
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Ch an es First-St. Andrew’s United Church: a Christian
w m ®  Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through

worship, fellowship, learning and action.

Baptisms Marriages
"I will be with you always, "‘Love is always supportive, loyal, hopeful and trusting.
even until the end of the world." Love never fails!”
Alexandra May Ballantyne August 28 Heather Ann Eaman
Brittani Michelle Ballantyne Michael William Feeney
Jennifer Elizabeth Hill
Carolyn Patricia Ilnyckyj August 28 Lori Anne Speare
Dylan Matthew Knight Ronald Maurice O’Malley
Craig Travis Springer ‘
Cole Lyndon Stewardson August 29 Lesley Anne MacDonald

John Robert Burnett

Next Baptism: January 9th

September 4  Rose-Ann Petracca
Shawn Patrick Dixon

Deaths
"Well done, good and faithful servant.” September 17  Kathryn Eli;abeth McLeod
Gordon Creighton Patton
Emma Ludella Armstrong, September 12
Timothy Ralph Ashford, September 16
Ella Gibson Mclrvine, September 22

September 17  Sarah Louise Bell
James Ronald Long

September 25 Catherine Anna Schaefer
William Vincent Shepard

October 9 Cherie Elizabeth Young
John Patrick Fleet

October 9 Lisa Lynn Melnychyn
Robert Marcus Djurfeldt

October 10 Kelly Patricia Ahern
David Frederick Shaw

Mission Sunday's Don Langford at Coffee & Conversation

Remembrance Christmas
Day Banner Banner

Gillian Weir meets us after her organ recital

Tidings Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 1993/94 _ 6
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Discovering the Bible
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