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A

s I look through the articles for this
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany
issue of Tidings, the theme I
see is the commonality and differences
between Christianity and other beliefs.
As a congregation we are open to a variety of beliefs.
Some of these are clearly religious, from the many
denominational backgrounds of our members, to the
meditation groups based on Buddhist teachings. We
are also open to less explicitly religious beliefs, such as
renting out space to a Yoga group, although it, too, is
related to another Asian religious tradition in Hinduism.
At a recent Brown Bag lunch some of us talked
about religious similarities between Christian and
Buddhist beliefs, arguing that perhaps at heart we are all
worshipping the same “divine spirit,” as Steve Elson puts
it in his View from the Pew in this issue. Then “The Man
in the Chair” pointed out that there are, in fact, important
differences between them. One of the differences is
just that Christians do not believe that all feelings, all
situations are the same. As Kate points out in her Notes,
joy is not the same as sorrow. Nor are all relationships
the same; nor are we all the same. Especially for us at
FSA, we recognize that there is injustice and unfairness,
that we need to act as well as to accept, to attempt to
change—ourselves and unjust situations.
And so, as Kerry Stover writes in the Worship Report,
our church year is “a circle through time.” While each
year at this time we repeat the music and scriptures of
Advent and Christmas, we are also moving forward into
a new year with new epiphanies, new revelations, which
each year surprise us with both horror and hopefulness.
As I write this, I am listening to Beethoven’s Ode
to Joy within his Ninth Symphony, with all the different
voices blending into profound ecstasy. May you each
find in your own way a shared sense of meaning and
movement during this new Christian year. 
§

Our Mission Statement

First-St. Andrew's United Church is an
inclusive Christian family
encouraging spiritual growth through
worship, friendship, learning and action.
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Did You Know?
ANNOUNCEMENTS
From Music
Dec. 6th and 13th—Advent Noon Hour Recitals
Jan. 25th—A Taste of Burns
Feb. 2nd—An Afternoon with Young Musicians
From Christian Development
Dec. 8th—Family Christmas Party
Dec. 24th—Family Christmas Eve Service and Children's
Pageant

CHANGES
Deaths
July 17th—Margaret Whitelaw
September 1st—Marion Theresa Heaman
September 8th—Arthur James Hudson
October 11th—Elsie Silcox
October 24th—Robert Walden Bass
October 29th—Charlotte Williamson
November 9th—Freda Davidson

From Worship
Dec. 11th—Awaiting in Advent Service
Dec 24th—Candlelight Communion

Baptisms
September 22nd—Harrison Munroe Pridmore, son of
Pamela Lee-Ann Richards and David Pridmore
November 3rd—Innogen Mairi Haas, daughter of Elspeth
Evans and William Haas

From MOE
Jan. 26th—Write for Rights Event

Marriages
September 28th—Deborah Anne Murray and Timothy
Bui Van Hai Hayes

From the UCW
Feb 2nd—UCW Annual Meeting

Council Report
THE I’S HAVE IT …
Jo Ann Silcox

I

nspired by the IMAGINATIVE creativity
of Godspell, the INSPIRATION of
readings from the Gospel of Matthew,
and the wonderful INPUT of each of you
as individuals, Council has entered Advent
encouraged to continue to embrace with energy and
enthusiasm the task of envisioning this beloved body of
Christ into a new encounter with the living Christ.
Diana Butler Bass in her most recent book,
Christianity after Religion, enthusiastically embraces
the assurance of new life in congregations which begin
their journey with INVITATION. A Gospel people, she
insists, are not first and foremost indoctrinators of creeds
but rather exemplars of HOSPITALITY—feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked, befriending the friendless,
welcoming the wounded. They are an INTENTIONAL
people—determined to make all that they do illuminate
the Good News they themselves have received in
IMMANUEL—the One who elected to come and inhabit
us in the most radical demonstration of INDWELLING
the world has ever known.
Vol. 23, No. 4 — Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2013

New Members
November 17th—Ron Bradley, Chris (Gerda) Cheski,
Dan Macdonald, Luann Macdonald, Scott Peel, Hannah
Snyder, Jay Snyder, Marcia Snyder.

We envision 2014 as being the year in which
INVITATION moves slowly toward INCLUSIVITY
(engaging/belonging)—a radical embrace in which there
is room at the table for all persons, respectful attention
to all voices, openness to all ways of doing things—
regardless of and perhaps because of the richness that
diverse cultures and conditions and stories will bring.
By 2015 we pray that we will be eager and
ready to enter the imaginative territory of INCARNATION
(becoming/behaving)—a process by which we are more
and more behaviourally transformed within and without
into the image of the living Christ as we find our unique
place within the larger story of what it has meant through
the ages, collectively and individually, to be children of
GOD.
Our prayer is that we move to that period
of INSPIRATION (the natural impulse of those who
BELIEVE they are BELOVED) in which we learn to
give voice to the joy of a people who, having found their
IDENTITY in their stewardship of God’s good Creation,
seek once again to share that INVITATION with a waiting
world by Deepening Our Welcome to all who newly
INQUIRE.
§
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Notes From Kate
“Any piece of joy is all of joy.”

I

recently read these beautiful words
by Buddhist teacher, John Tarrant—
“A Beautiful Wish,” Shambhala Sun
September, 2013, p. 42. We are coming
into the season of joy, when hearts turn to
cozy fires, and sleigh bells jingling, and cocoa steaming.
It seems as though, through December, there is joy all
around us; you just have to reach out and pluck it off
any beautifully laden tree.
And yet, somehow, amidst the joy, there is often a
twinge of something else. Regret?—for some. Grief?—
of course. Nothing stays the same. Heartache, for a

season. That is when the joy around us can turn sour.
It can seem false or forced, somehow a veneer, and
not the real deal.
But any piece of joy is all of joy. If you struggle to smile
at strangers because your heart is heavy, then choose a
smaller piece of joy to hold onto: a fragrant gingerbread
man, hot off the pan. If you just don’t feel like putting up
the decorations, because a beloved is no longer home,
then choose a smaller piece of joy: perhaps a favourite
Christmas album that makes your spirit sing.
Choose a smaller piece, because that is enough. And
that is everything! May joy be yours this season.
§

View From The Pew
The Divine
Steve Elson

T

here are many ways to think about
God—all of which hold personal
meaning for the individual. And while
each person’s concept of God is probably
somewhat different, much is shaped by
what we have been taught, what we have learned and
what we have been exposed to through the times in
which we live.
Now more than probably ever before, at least in
urban Canada, we are exposed to and aware of different
religions, different ways of thinking about God and
different meanings for the term. This is not entirely new,
but as the cultural diversity of our communities increases
so too has its religious diversity.
Fortunately, as a relatively young country where
many people from different lands have been coming
for many, many years, we have been able to accept
differences as an asset rather than as a liability. It
changes the “face” of what it means to be a Canadian,
but that’s probably more of a generational issue than
4
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anything else. The generation that is growing up now
will accept the present day diversity as normal, as the
way it’s always been.
As one looks across the landscape, each religion in
its own way following its own history, culture, traditions
and practices, tries to connect the human condition
with the divine. We may live in the material world but
we realize, no matter how strongly or how weakly, that
we are also spiritual beings—and some have even
suggested we are essentially spiritual beings that for a
period of time take on human form.
What is nice about the term “divine” is that it has not
been co-opted by any one religion or spiritual following. It
occupies, surprisingly enough, neutral ground that many
different religions can accept as part of their spiritual
journey without having to “own” it.
The divine is in each of us—manifested in our
thoughts and behaviour; it’s something we can search
for and something we can experience as a gift. It’s
probably in everything, if we know how to look.
At least that’s the way I see it, from the pew.
§

Vol. 23, No. 4 — Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2013

Remembering
BOB BASS
David McKane

R

obert Walden Bass was a teacher
and a teacher of teachers. Born on
the family farm in Lambton County
in 1918, he had his own “cucumber
patch,” the produce of which he delivered
to customers or sold at market. It was from
the proceeds of this patch that he bought his
first new suit. Bob often said that he learned
most of life’s important lessons on the farm.
In his last two years of elementary school, he
assisted the teacher in helping the younger
students, and so began his love of teaching.
In 1934, at the age of sixteen, he won a
matriculation scholarship, offered by UWO
to one candidate from each county in SouthWestern Ontario. After graduation he attended
the Ontario College of Education in Toronto and began
teaching in Rainy River in September of 1940, which in
those days was only accessible by Great Lake boats.
Bob served as a navigator in the Canadian Air Force
(Bomber Command) during WW2, flying 18 combat
missions over occupied Europe. Assigned to a tour of

Profiles

KERRY STOVER

Anne Cummings

W

hen Kerry Stover moved to
London from St. Thomas 32
years ago, friends brought him
to FSA. He loved the music of the church
and quickly joined the choir, where he is
still a member. Kerry is currently co-Chair
of the Worship Committee and the LGBT
ad hoc Committee. Over the years, he has
served on many other committees, but
has been most visible through his acting
and producing of FSA musicals: Jesus
Christ Superstar, Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat, Amahl and the
Night Visitors, and Godspell. We have also
benefitted from his organizational skills
through his help with the last Bishop Spong
lecture and with our church’s participation in London’s
Gay Pride parade.
In his life outside of FSA, music is equally important
to Kerry. He has been involved in Gilbert and Sullivan
productions at both Western and in the community.
Currently, he is singing with the Broadway Singers and
Vol. 23, No. 4 — Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2013

duty in Asia, the war with Japan ended while he was
on his way home.
Reconnecting with his wife Helen, whom he had met
while teaching in Rainy River and married before going
overseas, Bob taught in many locations across Ontario.
In 1965 he moved to London where for 10 years he was
a teacher of teachers at Althouse Teachers’ College. A
pioneer in teaching, he initiated the PEMSTEP
programme for educating physical education,
math and science teachers.
After Helen’s death Bob met and married
Faye McLean, who had also been widowed.
Compassionate and attentive, Bob would
nurse both Helen and Faye through the last
days of their respective lives. World traveller,
antique dealer, tennis player, artist, bridge
player, cottage lover, teacher extraordinaire,
father and grandfather, Bob was an elder in
Glenwood U.C. (Windsor) and also at FSA.
Service defined his life: service to his country, his
community, his students and most especially his family.
He was a delightful human being, a valued and long-time
member of FSA and a remarkable Canadian.
§

is helping Talbotville United Church with their Christmas
concert. Given his broad involvement with music, it is not
surprising that when asked, “What feeds you spiritually?”
Kerry responded that it was music, as well as being open
to new experiences.
Besides his many volunteer activities, Kerry has a
demanding job as a business systems analyst in the
Information Technology department of
London Health Sciences Centre. He has
three brothers and is currently single. In his
“spare” time, he is taking courses toward
becoming a licensed lay worship leader with
the United Church.
When I asked Kerry what he liked about
FSA, he responded that it was the people:
their warmth, generosity and openness.
Well, these are words that I would use to
describe Kerry. I have been privileged to
work closely with him on the LGBT Committee, the
Spong Lecture, and in the choir. He is a man of faith
and social justice who clearly articulates his rationale
for decisions. His sense of humour and his ability to find
the good in people makes him a joy to work with. FSA
is very fortunate to have his many talents contributing
to the life of our church!
§
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CHERRY BULMER
Jane Westmorland

O

n the Sunday after 9/11, Cherry
Bulmer was looking for answers,
so she came to FSA. Here, she
saw a plea in the bulletin for someone to
pick up doughnuts for the Hospitality Meal,
offered her services and has been involved ever since,
becoming the leader of Team 4; “the most
wonderful team.” She continues to collect
doughnuts and bread every Monday
before 9am. Once, during a terrible snow
storm, Cherry and her husband did the
bread run; then Cherry with a skeleton
staff served a meal to 86 needy people.
Born in Shediac, NB, Cherry attended
Moncton High School and met Chuck,
her husband of fifty years. She attended
Teachers’ College and then Mount Allison
University, teaching for a year and a half
before leaving to care for her three children.
Cherry and Chuck moved to Labrador with Joanne,
Cara and Todd, all with various health issues. When it
became apparent that Cara required specialized help,
they moved to London. They enrolled Cara in W. Ross
McDonald School in Brantford where she was able
to develop skills to live independently. Cherry knew

that when Cara finished school, if she moved home
she would lose her ability to care for herself, so they
advocated for her to live with support with non-disabled
roommates. This was a unique programme that she and
Chuck designed and are still implementing to this day,
working with an agency to promote independent living.
Cherry has taught her two other children to meet
difficulties and deal with them. Her eldest daughter,
Joanne, was divorced and raised her two
daughters, one of whom has Asperger’s
Syndrome, on her own while dealing with a
cancer diagnosis and treatment. Cherry’s
son, Todd, a teacher at a high school in
Hamilton, also has been divorced and has
two children.
We would all understand if Cherry were
to say that she has too much going on in
her personal life to get involved in other
activities, but she has served with the
Caregivers, the Accessibility Committee
and the Search Committee when Rev. Kate was hired.
Family is understandably very important to Cherry,
as she has had to invest so much time and energy in
supporting and advocating for them. She said, “When
the family is together it feels right. I know everyone’s
here, everyone’s fed, and everyone’s okay.”
§

Behind The Scene
SING FOR YOUR SUPPER

Kelly Kabat

T

here is something afoot in the
Fireside Room! At about 5:30pm
each Wednesday evening, nearly
50 people,
infants to
grandparents, come to FSA
to attend “Sing for Your
Supper!”
Wednesday evenings
have long been the time
when the Joyful and Junior
Joyful singers hold practice.
But lately, things are getting
louder and the number
attending has been on the
rise!
The night begins with a rousing chorus of Johnny
Appleseed and then the children line up at the buffet
table where they fill their plates with the delicious meal,

6
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funded mostly by the Jean Brown Fund. Volunteers sign
up and help with the meal, taking turns with providing
juice and dessert, breaking down tables, cleaning
silverware and doing whatever is needed to ensure the
kids are fed then seated in their rows in time for practice!
It is a fantastic family
time and has become an
outreach tool for young
families. It is very easy
for FSA members to invite
people to come for a night
of fun and music—and
reminding them they don’t
have to prepare dinner one
night a week is certainly a
draw, too!
Three choirs, the Joyful
and Junior Joyful singers,
the Tots and Tunes and Teddies Too, are included in
the evening meal. Fun continues as Joanne Richardson
rewards the children after a night of hard work by leading
games, songs and dances to wrap up the night.
§
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Getting to Know
MEET THE SNYDERS

her career with the US government in 1991.
Five years after they married, they adopted Hannah
he Snyders moved to London in February 2013, from Nanchang, Jiangxi Province, China. In 2001,
due to Marcia accepting a job transfer to work as a they moved to St. Cloud, Florida, where Jay taught
civilian administrative contracting officer for the US middle school and high school English for 12 years, as
government at General Dynamics Land Systems. It was well as English composition at Valencia College. Two
there that she and Shelly Pinkard became the dynamic years later, they adopted Emily from Fuling, Chongqing
Municipality, China.
duo of contract administration.
Shelly knew what they needed in
In 2010, Marcia came to London
a church and suggested First-St.
on a four-month temporary duty
Andrew’s. Since their first week
assignment. It was no surprise that,
they feel they have found a church
when a longer assignment became
home.
available, she applied for it.
Jay grew up in Newark, Ohio.
In their spare time, both Jay and
He met Marcia in high school,
Marcia like to knit and bake. Jay
but did not date since she was a
enjoys writing, reading, playing the
year ahead of him and she would
saxophone, and singing. Hannah
not date an underclassman. Jay
enjoys playing the flute, singing, and
graduated from Otterbein College
writing. Emily enjoys playing with the
(now Otterbein University). He Jay, Emily, Marcia, Hannah dogs, writing, and helping Jay cook
moved back to Newark and Marcia
and bake. They also enjoy spending
was his next-door neighbour.
time with their dogs, Frodo and Otter.
Marcia was born in Aurora, Colorado. After moving
Marcia grew up as a member of the Evangelical
due to her father’s career in the Air Force, she settled Lutheran Church in America. Jay has been a United
in Newark, Ohio, with her family. She attended Ohio Methodist for the majority of his adult life. They both
State University, but chose to complete her associate’s feel God leads them to be open-minded toward people
degree at Central Ohio Technical College. She began of all faiths, creeds and lifestyles. 
§
Jay Snyder

T

Past Events

Love and S

hare Sale,

Sept. 28 th

The Gondoliers, Sept. 29th

, Oct 30
Sing for Your Supper
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Vignette
THE MAKING OF A HERO
Pat McGregor.

A

tale from yesteryear: It was going to
be the best Christmas tree ever, and
that year we really meant it because
we planned to go to a tree farm to select
and cut one for ourselves.
We piled into the car, complete with
saw and two excited small children.
Arriving at the farm, located a few miles
outside our small town, excitement
mounted as we headed out to the long
rows of trees.
We spent a good hour wandering
around trying to decide whether this
tree or that was the perfect size and
shape, whether it would fit in the trunk,
all the while hearing shouts from little
voices, “This one, this one.” It was getting late in the
afternoon by the time a decision was made that this was
indeed the perfect tree, and it was cut down, dragged
back, paid for and stowed in the trunk, lid up.
With tired but happy children we set off for home,

with me glancing in the side mirror occasionally to check
on the top of the tree sticking out the side of the trunk.
Arriving home in the dark everyone jumped out of the
car, ran around to the back, only to stare in disbelief at …
an empty trunk! It became obvious immediately that the
tree had been bounced out going over the rutted country
roads, leaving some evergreen fronds
caught in the closing mechanism at
the side; what I had been seeing in the
mirror! This resulted in floods of tears
from two little people and maybe even
two big ones, although neither of us
will own up to that.
What to do? After all the excitement
and anticipation of having a tree that
very day, and seeing the disappointment
in those young faces, Gavin made the
noble decision to go back immediately
and get another one. He said he drove back (no sign of
the original),
Tim complete
Miedema with flashlight, cutting down the
first one that looked, as far as he could tell, about right,
and arriving back home to a hero’s welcome from two
very happy children.
§

On the Wild Side
FSA AND THE RUBYCROWNED KINGLET
Winifred Wake

A

Ruby-crowned Kinglet is a wee mite
of a bird, grey all over, with a thin
white eye-ring. Males have a tiny
flash of red atop their little royal heads.
Next to hummingbirds, kinglets are our smallest birds.
They never sit still, but constantly flit from branch to
branch in search of food.
Kinglets breed in coniferous or mixed woodlands,
from the Canadian Shield north to the treeline. Nests
are hidden high up in spruce trees, and cheery kinglet
song rings across the landscape. Londoners usually
encounter Ruby-crowned Kinglets only in spring and
fall, when they are migrating to or from their wintering
grounds, mainly in the United States and Mexico.
On October 17th, Jean Comfort’s sharp eyes spotted
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet at FSA, where it may have been
seeking food or shelter among the church’s trees and
plantings. Alas, this little fellow lay dead on the sidewalk,
below the windows of the sun room. We will never know
from whence it came or where it was headed, propelled
by ancient instinct to seek a warmer clime. The reason
for its death also remains a mystery. Coming, perhaps,
8

Tidings

from a northern peat bog of scraggly spruce, it was
unprepared for the perils of windowpanes. Confused
by shiny reflections, it may have crashed into the glass
and broken its neck.
We at FSA like to think our church is a place of
sanctuary. The untimely death of one little bird beneath
our walls reminds us it is not always such. Of the millions
of tiny songbirds that hatch each summer in Canada’s
northwoods,* how many are felled en route to winter
homes—taken down by the hazards of civilization?
For a moment, ponder the ways in which our species
perpetually realigns the landscape. We thoughtlessly
create a maze of danger for the wild creatures who
seek to live among us, or who briefly, twice a year, run
the gauntlet through our cities and hinterlands. Plate
glass windows, wandering cats, speeding vehicles, and
chemically tainted foods contribute to the general loss
of safe habitats on which kinglets and others depend
for safe passage.
§
No it’s not a typo, Winnie tells me that the word
is used in that specialized sense that evokes a
somewhat different meaning from the more general
“north woods.”
See a colour photo of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet
on the back cover. Ed.
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Travel
organ tour. Our leader was Leslie Peart from Texas, who
had led 24 previous tours. Our group of 32 consisted
of five Canadians, two Australians and 25 Americans.
Paul Merritt
Enid Merritt
This group was particularly congenial and we enjoyed
nid and I have been
travelling together and sharing the thrill of visiting and
fortunate to attend four
playing the organs of Westminster Abbey, Chichester,
organ tours to Europe.
Salisbury, Hereford, Worcester and Lichfield cathedrals,
E a c h c o v e r e d d i ff e r e n t
Birmingham Symphony Hall and Town Hall, Bath Abbey
regions and focused on important styles of historic
and Blenheim Palace and many other
pipe organ buildings and the repertoire
lesser known churches.
Paul plays the organ
associated with these.
The educational trips have been
The first, in 2005, was led by renowned in Westminster Abbey subsidized through the generosity of the
Baroque specialist Harold Vogel, and
Clark Fund for Continuing Education
concentrated on the instruments of Arp
support. We are grateful for the opportunity
Schnitger, the most important builder in
to learn more about the history of the
northern Germany in the late 18th century.
“king of Instruments,” to thrill to the sight
In 2004 we travelled with Marilyn Mason
and sound of these organs in incredibly
from the University of Michigan to central
beautiful and historically important
Germany (where J. S. Bach lived) and
buildings, to meet and learn from likemoved north into Denmark. Our third trip,
minded folks and bring back to First-St.
in 2009, was again led by Marilyn Mason,
Andrew’s new repertoire, experiences and
starting in Barcelona, Spain, and continuing
knowledge, with the aim of enriching our
through the south of France up to Paris.
music programme.
§
This past summer we decided on our first English

ENGLISH ORGAN
TOUR: 2013

E

The Next Generation
FOURTH GENERATION
MEMBERS TORI AND EMILY
BOUCK

be Tori warming up for her voice practice!
Emily is a dancer attending competitive dance
classes five times each week. She especially loves
Kelly Kabat
“acro” (as in acrobatic dance) and jazz. She is also
ori and Emily Bouck are life-long at Kensal Park where one of her favourite subjects is
members of FSA. While their first math. Emily loves nature and doing anything outdoors,
memories here at the church are especially kayaking, camping and hiking. Like her sister,
she appreciates music and is currently taking piano
probably singing with the Junior Joyful
lessons.
Choir, their roots go back four generations
Tori and Emily agree that some of
to their great-grandparents (Sangster).
their favourite pastimes happen on the
Three years apart, these girls share
snowy slopes with their family. Tori prefers
more than angelic smiles, calming
snowboarding over skiing but can do both;
countenances and busy schedules. Tori,
Emily might try snowboarding at some
grade 7 and Emily, grade 4, are both avid
point, but for now prefers her skis. Both
(and fast!) runners. Tori runs three days a
love being on the slopes at Boler and they
week all year and placed second in both
get there as often as their schedules allow.
her school Regional and Board finals,
L to R: Emily & Tori
Both girls are members of the Joyful
and was fourth in her Provincial crossSingers
here at FSA, and on any
country events. Although this past fall was
just Emily’s first year in cross-country, she finished in Wednesday night may be seen with one (or both)
parents Michelle and Gary.
eleventh place at Regionals.
Tori and Emily are two of the lovely girls we are
While in school at Kensal Park French Immersion,
Tori enjoys French but loves gym class. Her favourite gifted with at FSA. We look forward to seeing them
food is peanut butter on a spoon. When she isn’t running, continue to grow into young adults, while ever-so-quickly
Tori can often be found singing. If you ever hear the racing in and out of the church doors as part of their very
§
sounds of sirens in their Byron neighbourhood, it could busy and very abundant lives!

T
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Committee Reports
U.C.W.

Jay Snyder

Holly Bazaar 2013: The Holly Bazaar
on November 9th, 2013, attracted hundreds
of people who were treated to items
ranging from baked goods,
preserves, jams and jellies, to
handmade cards to pet items to jewellery
to wonders of needlecraft work, and turkey
pies and tortière. The event included a
café that served tantalizing scones and
muffins to hungry visitors. Seeing how
well attended and organized this event
was, it did not surprise me to learn that it
has occurred for over 60 years. All monies
collected at this event go to local charities
and to the Mission and Service Fund of
the United Church of Canada. Our UCW is the second
highest donor to M&S in Canada. The UCW sends a
heartfelt thank you to all who contributed to and attended
the Holly Bazaar.
Upcoming Events:
4th December: UCW Christmas Gathering in

MUSIC

Paul Cooper

The Advent and New Year’s seasons
are busy times for everyone and the music
programme is no exception.
Once again the London Citadel Salvation
Army Band joined us for our service
on November 24th, and the senior choir will perform
with them at Centennial Hall on Monday, December
9 th, supporting their Christmas
celebration.
Our Friday Advent Noon
Recitals continue to be a musical
highlight. This year the season
began with Paul Merritt on organ—
November 29 th, to be followed
by Sonja Gustafson (soprano),
Margaret Trethewey (flute,) and
Paul Merritt (piano) on December 6 th. The series
concludes on December 13th with a performance by The
Laudamus Bells, now under Paul’s direction following
Barbara Plante’s retirement.
The New Year begins with our 12th annual A Taste
of Burns on Saturday, January 25th. This very popular
event is not to be missed—not only for the excellent
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Proudfoot Hall at 5:00pm. Catered dinner is $15.00.
We welcome the women from Dundas Street Centre
and Metropolitan United. The Junior Joyfuls and
Joyful Singers will provide music. Guest speaker
is the Reverend Kate Ballagh-Steeper, chaplain
of Community Chaplaincy (formerly
Limberlost and Southdale). There
will also be a presentation of two life
memberships.
15th January 2014: UCW meeting in the
Fireside Room at 2:00pm. Our guest
speaker will be Jan Watt, president of the
UCW at Komoka UC, who will discuss her
upcoming trip to Nicaragua, where she will
teach mothers how to prepare nutritionallyhealthy meals for children living in poor
areas of that country. The UCW extends a
warm invitation to all FSA women to this event.
2nd February: UCW Annual Meeting in the Chapel
following service. A budget will be presented and
discussed for approval. Coffee and snacks provided.§
See photos from the Holly Bazaar on page 14. Ed.

entertainment but the fine food from the London Culinary
Training Centre!
On Sunday, February 2nd we will host some of
London’s finest young performers—An Afternoon with
Young Musicians. Please mark this on your calendar
to come out and support these inspiring young people
as they showcase their talent.
Our Friday Lenten Noon Recitals this year begin
on March 7th with Paul Merritt on organ, followed by
the Central Secondary School
Chamber Orchestra on March
21st, and then conclude on March
28 th with Margaret Trethewey
(flute), Bob Kennedy (clarinet) and
Lynda Kennedy (piano).
Music continues to be identified
as a defining aspect of who we are
as a congregation. This calibre
of music programming is only possible because of the
thousands of voluntary hours given by choir members,
musicians, soloists, group leaders, members of our
committees and, most of all, by the leadership of our
director of music—Paul Merritt, without whose tireless
efforts none of this would be possible.
§
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FINANCE

Harold Jackson

Financial Stewardship
"Don’t judge each day by the harvest
you reap, but by the seeds you plant."
- Robert Louis Stevenson
Activities directed at keeping the
promise of a strong physical presence “At the Heart”
has been a focus in 2013. This year, financial provision
from the Capital Building
Fund has supported
completion of renovation
painting to the main
church entrance, tower
anchorage engineering
assessment and repairs,
and driveway safety
repairs/upgrades. Other
capital funds have been
resourced for an airconditioning upgrade
to the office, selected
boundary fencing
replacement, and
important safety repairs
to exterior structures at Farquhar House. Operational
financial stewardship has provided greater challenge

STEWARDSHIP
Mike Bancroft

FSA recently finished its Financial
Stewardship campaign to plan the 2014
budget. For the first time in
15 years, your campaign
co-Chairs Donna Travis,
Don Reid and Mike Bancroft, decided to
A coffee a
use many FSA volunteers to deliver the
pledge forms directly to the congregation,
and to provide a large amount of financial
information in the pledge package. This
method obviously involves a lot of effort
from a large number of people.
I would first like to thank very much
all the 34 volunteers that called and/
or visited over 300 FSA families: Linda
Badke, Joan Bancroft, Anne Cummings,
Barb Dalrymple, John Eberhard, Janice
Elliottt, Steve Elson, Russ Gonder, Jim
Hutchinson, Harold Jackson, Laurel Kenney, Russ
Knight, David Knoppert, Annabelle Logan, John A.
MacDonald, June McKay, David Manness, Russ
Monteith, David and Deanne Pederson, Bill Peel,
Vol. 23, No. 4 — Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2013

in 2013. A significant accumulating deficit position up
to and including October results has been funded by a
surplus accrued from prior years’ operations.
As we plan for 2014, each one of us will have to
consider the question: “What will be my part to ensuring
a financial picture that allows for operational growth
objectives that are worthy of our financial stewardship?”
Presentation of a balanced budget will continue to be a
priority focus. This will rely on local sources of revenue
(givings, rentals, special appeals/projects and other
miscellaneous donations),
as well as the availability
of specified Trust Fund
income.
I m p o r t a n t l y, w e
continue to be thankful for
the generosity of this great
congregation. Can we still
count on you to be one
of those good and faithful
stewards?
The accompanying
graph
presents
congregational giving
results to date (October
31st, 2013) by comparison to results from the prior year.
This is the real challenge to remaining “At the Heart.”§
Bob Peel, Don Reid, Debbie Schram, Jim Silcox, Bob
and Louise Slater, Kerry Stover, Donna Travis, Bob
and Heather Vosper, David Wake, Katherine Wonfor,
Ken Wright. Some volunteers commented that they
had met long-standing FSA members
for the first time, and had a good visit
or conversation. Such contacts must
day for FSA increase the “welcoming” atmosphere at
FSA. I also want to thank the people who
so effectively presented how important
FSA has been in their lives: Grace
MacPhail-Wagner and Robin Feeney
(October 13th), Hans and Kelly Kabat
(October 20th) and Paul Merritt (October
27th). Kate also provided a lot of support
to the campaign in her sermons during
the month.
The early results from the campaign
are positive. As of November 12th, 128
pledges have been received, with 63
increasing their giving. Thank you very much for
seriously considering increasing your giving to FSA by
a cup of coffee a day, and if you haven’t yet turned in
your pledge form, please return it to the FSA office. §
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MISSION OUTREACH
ENVIRONMENT

Bread ($1,800).
Canadian Foodgrains Bank—Grow-a-Row
Barb Dalrymple
donations have reached $5,358.99, which will be
Just Christmas, an alternative gift matched by CIDA 4:1. There’s still time to donate using
market, Dec. 8th, 15th and 22nd at Coffee the envelopes on the tables.
and Conversation. Combine a concern
The gently-used Running Shoes kindly donated by
for justice with gift buying at an alternative FSA are distributed to the homeless who visit the London
shopping event. Celebrate Christmas in a new way to Inner City Health Centre. There is always a need.
remind people that the birth of Jesus
Amnesty International.
proclaims God’s reign of justice.
Watch for Amnesty International’s
Groups and individuals will be selling
“Messages of Hope” with your
Fair Trade items or donations that
church bulletin or on tables outside
support a project or specific justice
the Sanctuary during Advent. Not
organization. Make your Christmas
only will your signed Message
shopping do double duty and support
of Hope encourage a prisoner of
local and international causes such as
conscience, but it will show their
Camp Kee Mo Kee, Reforest London,
captors that the world is watching.
Dorcas Widows’ Fund, Los Quinchos,
Keep the date! Our annual Write
ELUCO, Amnesty International,
for Rights event is after church on
Daily Bread, Hospitality Meals,
Sunday, January 26th, 2014. Stay
Bill & Jean Knowles
Companeros, Thames Talbot Land
for lunch and write letters in support
& the Little White Tree
Trust, Gifts With Vision, Women’s
of prisoners of conscience around
Community House, Mission Services
the world. Amnesty International
of London and others.
depends on letter writers like you
The Mitten Tree is in the Atrium waiting to be adorned
to
bring
human
rights
abuses to global attention—a
with mittens, scarves and hats to be distributed to
critical
step
towards
ending
violations of human rights.
ELUCO and St. Paul’s Daily Bread. Part of the proceeds
from the White Squirrel Golf Tournament enabled MOE Recycle your surplus 2014 calendars by donating them
to meet its commitment to ELUCO ($4,000) and Daily to the Mission Store or St. Paul’s Daily Bread. Place in
the shopping cart by the mailboxes.
§

CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT
Allyson Watson

CD has been off to a busy fall. The Adult
Education programmes
have been well
attended (Movie Night,
Thursday and Sunday
Bible Studies and the meditation
series). We look forward to offering
some new things in 2014.
The God Squad, in addition to all
of their Sunday discussions, hosted
a breakfast for the veterans on
November 10th and will be hosting
a sleepover December 21st after the
SWELL service at Wesley Knox. TNT
have been transitioning to a new
programme, and are having a good time getting to know
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each other and working on future plans.
Church School has been off and running with lots of
fun activities, including participating in the Stewardship
Campaign, making Advent wreaths
and working on the Christmas
Pageant.
CD is again hosting a Christmas
Party for FSA and a community
programme. If you are interested in
contributing to the family baskets or
helping at the party on December 8th
from 2:00-4:00pm, please contact
Katie Glaves.
As of January 2014, all volunteers
working with our youth will need to
update their vulnerable screening
with the London Police. Please check
the website or contact Allyson Watson.
§
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COMMUNICATIONS AND
MARKETING COMMITTEE

Kelly Kabat

The “official” role of the Communications
and Marketing
Committee is to
“liaise” with other
committees and to assist with
the promotion and marketing
of various church functions. To
this extent, the committee has
been busy!
We were pleased to
support and to assist both
the Christmas Bazaar and
Godspell with their marketing
and communications efforts.
These two events are projects
that FSA members can be proud
of, as they are true expressions
of our congregation, aiming
to welcome and support the
community and to share the
experience of what it means to be First-St. Andrew’s.
The C&M Committee has also been busy with
several projects that include signage and public posting

of messages. Shortly, you’ll notice new and improved
signage around the grounds. New parking signs and
Meals on Wheels signs will be posted, in addition to
two new larger signs directing and welcoming guests
and church visitors.
While C&M can be pleased
by our progress and productivity,
we are also eagerly working
on, and planning how we may
best communicate the many
happenings and opportunities that
FSA provides to our community.
Committee members aim to
effectively condense and promote
the concerns, opportunities and
possibilities that come from the
voices of our church. You can
appreciate the fruit of this labour
on the website, in our Facebook
page and in every issue of Tidings.
We welcome your input, and
remind you to take advantage of
the C&M Committee if you have
thoughts about how FSA can best present the treasures
of our church and congregation!
§

WORSHIP

keep our eyes open, to be alert to the comings of God.
Preparing, Celebrating, Changing
The season of Christmas is a time filled with loving
Kerry Stover
and familiar tradition. Every year, we hear the story of
The calendar of the Christian year is Mary and Joseph turned away from the inn; of the tiny
used by many churches to help us live baby in the manger; of the angels and the shepherds
out our spiritual story—the story of Jesus and all the animals gathered around, and we never seem
Christ and his message of God’s love to tire of this magnificent story. We sense the wonder
for us. The Christian year moves like a circle through of the starry night and feel tenderness for the little child
time—a circle of hope. Each new year brings a better and his mother. We give each other presents to remind
understanding of God’s love at work today within the
ourselves that God gave
story of our own lives.
us the greatest present
During Advent we “The Christian year moves like a circle through of all on that night—
God’s own son, to live
look ahead to the end
time—a circle of hope.”
among us.
of time, to the future that
God wants for us. We
The word epiphany is
don’t know what the future holds, but prophets have taken from the Greek word for “showing” or “revealing.”
said it is a time of harmony and justice, and that the During this time in the Christian calendar we remember
hungry are filled with good things. With the hope that we the ways in which Jesus was revealed and recognized
celebrate at Advent, we believe that the coming of the in the world. The magi brought the infant gifts in his
Kingdom of God really is possible. Our hope is that God honour. How will we prepare, celebrate and make way
will bring goodness out of evil, no matter how terrible. for changes as we think about how God can shine in
But God tends to appear in the most unlikely ways and our everyday lives?
§
in the most unexpected places, so Advent teaches us to
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Past Events

Holly Bazaar, Nov. 9th

Godspell, Nov. 15th–17th
The Last Word
NOTEWORTHY

Surprise Dedication
The Jean Comfort Library was dedicated on Tuesday,
November 12th at the Middlesex Presbytery Resource
Centre. A complete surprise to Jean, the dedication was
joyously celebrated, in recognition of her decades of
volunteer service in the library, now housed at Dundas
Street Centre United Church. We join in commending
Jean for her work, and wishing her well in her reretirement, as she lays down that task after so long.
Godspell Review*
“Director George Jolink has assembled a cast
whose strength is its singing and musical talent
... this cast delivered its own interpretation and
personal voice.”
Accolades to George and the entire Godspell team for
an excellent production!
*From Donald’s Dish, an online review column.
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HUMOUR IN A BROWN BAG

A TV programme on the vast nothingness of space,
and of how the Universe was created out of nothing,
was the topic of conversation at a BB lunch—prompting
a wide range of views on Black Holes, Dark Matter,
resulting in questions such as: Is there anything faster
than the speed of light? What about the discovery of
entangled particles that instantaneously respond to
actions on other like particles? What are the implications
of this knowledge on our faith and society in general?
The heavy topics were frequently punctuated by
wisecracks and bits of dark humour: “Dark matter to dark
humour—what’s the antimatter with you? I thought you
said you had seen the light!” “Actually, because of my
entanglement with the BBL, I saw the light even before
it appeared!” “Brilliant!”
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Jim Deacon

(519) 870-RUGS (7847)

exclUSive Shop at home SeRvice

1900 hyde park Road
london, ontario N6h 5l9
tel: (519) 472-2992 Fax: (519) 472-2998
e-mail: jim.deacon@deaconflooring.com

Residential

Renovations

Commercial

Rates for Business Card Ads: $90 for one year (four issues)
Submit ads to pdflynn@rogers.com by the middle of
August, November, February or May to ensure publication in next issue.
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Rev. Warren MacDougall
Oct. 20th

The Pot Pie Ladies
at Work

Stewardship Campaign
Oct. 6th

Hat Day, Sept 8th

Quilters' production
for Holly Bazaar

Windows on
First-St. Andrew's

New Members' Sunday, Nov. 17th

The Ruby-crowned Kinglet
(See story on page 8)

The KnitWits and their HIV/AIDS Shawl

Church Staff
Minister of Worship and Administration

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist

Visitation Minister

Custodians

The Rev. Dr. Kate Crawford
The Rev. Tom Hiscock

Designated Visitor

Tim Miedema and Lisa Smith
with Ron Chatterson, Custodial Support

Jo Ann Silcox

Atrium Steward

Paul Merritt

Nursery Supervisors

Director of Music
Church Administrator
Brenda McManus
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Barry Tiffin

Amanda Ingrey and Sonya Grant
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