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MY EXPERIENCES AT
GENERAL COUNCIL '94

By Heather Lindsay

Youth Forum at General Council
was an awesome experience. We
had ten days of camping, talking,
singing, eating, and getting to know
people all across Canada. Five or
six people slept in eight-person tents
that were ten minutes away from the
nearest building, shower, and indoor
washroom! The tents were a nice
size - until people, luggage, and
bedding were added.

In court we were given a chance to speak, either in table groups
or at microphones, about what we thought on certain 1ssues.
Throughout the day, we were given constant cookies and coffee
(food for thought?) as well as a chance to get up and stretch our
legs once in a while.

After court was adjourned, Youth Forum would have its own
program where we sang to let off steam and then split up into
"home groups" to reflect on our day. After that (which was
11:00 p.m. or later) we were free to do whatever - as long as we
were on the arena grounds by 12:00 am. We didn't have an
official "bed-time".

All in all, I had a terrific time, met lots of new people, and I
know I will never forget those ten days in August.
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ACCESS NEARS COMPLETION
By Gary Mount

The First-St. Andrew's Access Addition is finally nearing
completion. The bricks are going on, the glass is being installed,
and the wallboard nailed in place. Soon we will all be enjoying
improved access to our beautiful church building. The pictures
show how much progess has been made.

The glass in the atrium is being installed.

The brrckwork is truly marvellous. The arch over the door is
self supporting!

The official opening has been tentatively scheduled for January
8, 1995 after the 11:00 a.m service. The lower floor should be
open by the time you read this. Starting November 11th, traffic
in and out of both Queens Avenue and Waterloo Street
driveways became two way. Drive carefully!
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THE GENESIS OF THE
THURSDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
By Jean Hill

In 1986, at a spring meeting of the
Christian Development Committee,
Sue Taylor, Director, expressed the
hope that First-St. Andrew's would
soon have more Bible study groups
functioning. Ruth MacLean and I
offered to help set plans in motion
for a new group by September. Sue
could not undertake the weekly preparation, so we wondered
about rotational leaders for Bible study. Each member would
take a week's preparation and presentation in turn.

Jean Hill

The personal touch seemed to be good - so each of us wrote five
or six notes of invitation to friends that might be interested.
Coffee and refreshment were waiting as folks arrived at 9:15
a.m. on September 25, 1986.

During our term - September to mid-December - we studied and
discussed Living Between Memory and Hope by David Lochead
and Betty Jane Klassen. Attendance varied from eleven to
seventeen - all women at first! Gerry Meacham, Aggie
Ramsden, Madeline Cram, Lesley Pergau, Joan Bancroft and
Marion Wilson and our original three met for several weeks.
Then Piercey MacLean joined us and suggested we open it up to
men. Ruth invited Gordon Hill and Bill Brintnell and they joined
the Thursday Morning Bible Study.

The next term - January 15 to mid-May, we studied An Everyday
God by James Taylor. Leadership and refreshment details were
on a rotational sign-up system. That spring, Marion Wilson
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wondered if we might be doing something for some of the
children in the Third World. She knew Prof. Del Wolsey, on
staff at Althouse College of Education, for he and his wife were
interested in adopting into their own home children from the
third world. Consequently, Prof. Wolsey was invited to speak to
the group. The response was very positive and the group felt
they could contribute each fall and spring to "Families For
Children".

Correspondence started. Soon after, our Bible Study Group
received word about a joint project: a) Children's Home in
Dhaka (Bangladesh) and b) Children's Home in Podanur (India),
which at that time had over 1,000 children. In Bangladesh the
children have their own school, whereas in Podanur, India, the
children attend public school. Both projects supply extra
vocational training. All children are accepted regardless of
handicap. The majority of children are abandoned or orphaned,
or children of such poor families they cannot afford to feed or
care for them. "Families for Children" also arranges for surgery
or medical attention as needed.

For some time now we have sponsored a brother and sister and
pictures and reports of their progress are sent to us. Through all
the intervening years, we have made two contributions yearly for
"Families for Children". Soon after, we receive handmade
pictures, art work and hand-made cards from them with their
thanks! We hope we have made some difference to a brother and
sister and their future!

When the Church and the Sunday School Departments began to
use the Whole People of God curriculum, the Bible Study Group
felt they would like to use the Adult Pack each week. Study
sheets for each section and individual Member Study Packets are
given out at the beginning of each term. FEach study helps
prepare us for Frank's or Catherine's Sunday sermon. For our
last study session of the term, we enjoy hospitality at someone's
home with, sometimes, a special treat of music.

Piercey would say, "We are here Thursday morings at First-St.
Andrew's - come as often as you can!!" Please consider joining
us in the Fireside Room as often as you can.
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Kerry Stover, banners coordinator, with Christmas banner.

80th ANNIVERSARY

MARIAN KEITH CLUB
unique, on-site mystery, still flowering among us
Part Four (of four): The Marian Keith Books

By Louise Wyatt

Some people who knew her only
as Mrs. D. C. MacGregor might
be surprised at her place in
Canadian writing as Marian
Keith. She has many works to
her credit, one source says 14,
one 17. Somebody might count.

It's my considered opinion that
she followed the Socratic advice: Louise Wyatt
"Know thyself", that she had no

"ideas of grandeur" whatsoever

and that she was much more interested in validity than in
applause. She did not live to see what the standard reference
volumes of the mid and late 1960's said of them. "She enjoyed
great popularity as the author of light fiction and of evangelical
romances full of local colour." Were they in great demand in
your father's store, Herb?

Ralph Connor and Emest Thompson Seton preceded her by
about ten years. She was of my mother's time, a close
contemporary, in publication with L.. M. Montgomery and Nellie
McClung, a burgeoning Canadian writing period, in which "she
sketched an authentic and charming picture of rural Ontario, in
the late nineteenth century .. humorous anecdotal material
...unexaggerated, typical ... an able chronicler of life." (Nancy
McNee mentioned that the novels were first published in the
Globe - 1 should have guessed as much in the light of her
organization around key incidents and their carefully separated
chapters, numbered, titled, with gently unified beginnings and
endings.)

The negative critical comments say: "Little sense of structure,
often thin characterization", conventional Victorian narrative
action-lines. Their key value is not literary or stylistic. So do
not look for the wrong thing. What to expect?

The Bells of St. Stephens (1927) is professionally described as
being a "criticism of the apathy of the urban laity" - St. Stephens
is red-brick and located near Orllia - "whose comforts and many
opportunities for recreation made them indifferent to the work of
the church and to the slums that were growing up around the
factories." I went right down and got 1it, and a copy of Little Miss
Melody (1921), out of the public library's good collection. (And
if you don't know these books, I recommend that you do the
same, as a sampling.)

The books are full of flowering gardens, "Canadian fiction of the
time" noted one critic, for the most part presenting a Springtime
view of the world. There is also a noticeable abundance and
variety of literary lyrical quotations, especially in the Bells book
as communications of love, with poems on trees, as in As You
Like It. and also, as I've been told, in the MacGregors' own
romance.

concluded over...
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Taken in bulk, Marian Keith's sentences can, if the truth be told,
become pretty monotonous, and even the conversations don't
always get off the paper. Now and again there is a slight
Mariposa flavour - (Sunshine Sketches dates from 1912) and
there are homely bits of personal observation and interaction.
The Marian Keith gentleness is not bland, as witness the
sentence which follows a quoted piece of recognizable doggerel
being sung by the Sabbath scholars shouting joyfully like robins
in celebration of "our an-ni-vers-sa-rie". The song had been
written especially for the occasion by Jimmie Gibson's Allen,
who was something of a poet, and again in undisturbed narration
- "Peter was fifteen and had been tired for two years" and rather
grimly of the imperceptive, smugly, self-admiring, unteachable,
hopelessly holding forth and running on a Sunday school teacher
who we learn "was not young and never had been."

But there is also the insightful, plain, matter-of-fact goodness,
unforced and uncloying, refreshing, maybe even at times and as
in Shakespeare's Cordelia, not all easy to present persuasively,
with the symbol of the "inner song". It persists, and we can still
recognize it, though the books' time-frame is not that of 1994.
They come from a very different world, before organized
psychology, before anthropological savvy was expected in the
writing of a novel, before we first named our leaders, before
congregations like ours, embraced and kissed each other, before
our high speeds, our pressuring and garish mass media, let alone
nuclear capability or genetic engineering. (Fermi was only four
when Marian Keith's first book was published in 1905). So the
books are inevitably period pieces to us, now.

Some are collector's items - quoted in Toronto ten years ago as
in the $40-$45 range; early this year - non-Toronto - perhaps
$20-$25 with variants for title and condition. By the time you
read this, it is likely that a greatly enlarged collection of Marian
Keith books will have been added to and made easily accessible,
by our Church library. What with this welcome renewal and the
public library collection - someone might check Weldon at
UWO, our access to Marian Keith books will be near-at-hand
and generous. They'll be back home in what was for twenty
years, the MacGregors" home congregation - affording us another
chance to explore what they offer - a sensitive, deeply rooted,
goodness and humanity not to be sneezed at as pass¢. They
persist on their own terms, even when times and surface modes
change.

Marian Keith called one of her books As a Watered Garden,
whose waters satisfy; and if you look up the references (in Isaiah
58:11 and Jeremiah 31:12) you will appreciate the beauty of the
treasured image, the sense of ways and words, divine, other than
our own, which was constantly at her centre, an uncontrived area
flowing in joy instead of sorrow, and without fail. Sometimes
the books imply, rather than exemplify such qualities, not
exposing them to lower languages rushing in with inevitable
inadequacy.

In the course of this four-fold project, I came across a quotation
from Bliss Carman, about "a sublle heartening fragrance”. He
was writing about a peony - but to me it suits the memory of
Esther Miller MacGregor and her life and works - especially the
"heartening".

As for the whole overview of The Marian Keith Club and its
originator director, you've heard of History and Herstory - well
this is Ourstory. Its flavour, like that of a good garden, lasts.

Tidings
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THE FINANCE COMMITTEE AT WORK
By Gary Mount

"That 1s a wonderful ideal Where is the money going to come
from? What about the deficit?" It seems like these three
sentences summarize many of the activities of the Finance
Committee. We are the watchdogs of the church treasury, the
Scrooges of FSA, the people that cry "Wolf" in the night. It isn't
fun keeping our foot firmly on the brake pedal. We would much
rather say; "Yes! There is plenty of money for all of the projects
our church wants to undertake." Lately we have been taking a
more positive tack since we do not want to discourage
enthusiasm for new projects. }Iopefully after the
STEWARDSHIP IS CELEBRATION campaign, we can be
even more optimistic.

The Finance Committee is very capably led by the church
treasurer, Paul Huston. He is unbelievably hard working and he
cares deeply about the financial condition of the church. (That
sounds like a campaign speech but it's true!) He does so much
that when the committee meets, there isn't much left for the rest
of the committee to do. Paul has one year left in his tenure as
church treasurer. Before his term ends, he (and the rest of the
Finance Committee) would like to see a much closer working
relationship between the Finance Committee and church
Trustees. Together we can address the financial needs of the
people of First-St. Andrew's.

Stuart Robb in chapel with antependium in memory of his wife
Edna. A familiar face at the 9:15 service and all church events,
Stuart has moved to North York. We will all miss him. Godspeed
Stuart.
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FSA Finance Committee. L to R: Susan Brown, Gary Mount,
Paul Wilde, John Jones, Paul Huston, Scott Snelgrove, Al
Galbraith, Russ Knight, Gerry Shaw. Missing: Kelly Swanson.

Paul works closely with the church's business manager, Susan
Brown, who is also part of the finance commitiee. Together they
are responsible for all of First-St. Andrew's money transactions.
Susan has been working hard on the Stewardship campaign and
deserves a special note of thanks for her efforts in making it a
SUuCCess.

Russ Knight has agreed to be Vice Chair of finance and in 1995
will be the new church treasurer. Next year the committee would
like to open up the budget process so that the congregation can
have input into the decision making process. On Monday
evening, January 16, 1995, we will be holding a special
budgetary workshop open to every member of the congregation.
This will be an opportunity to discuss the budgetary options open
to the committees of FSA. Mark it on your calendars and hope
to see you there!

Changes...

First-St. Andrew’s United Church: a Christian
Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through
worship, fellowship, learning and action.

BAPTISMS

"I will be with you always, even until the end of the world."

Rachel Erin Ballantyne

Jacob Daniel Jackson Belanger
Samuel Chayton Jackson Belanger
Alexandra Illoana Smith Blair
Andrew Steven Smith Blair
Jeffrey Steven Gonsalves
Mackenzie Shay Harrison
Aiden Ian Hilborn

Lucas Michael Howard
Brandon Gregory Trask
Samantha Fraleigh Warren
Meghan Nicole Wolfenden

Next baptism: January 8, 1995,

MARRIAGES

"Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
Love never fails!"

August 20 Michelle Lynn Tucker
Lloyd Joshua Martin Phillip

August 27 Jane Elizabeth Girvin
Richard Brent Harrison

September 10 Sarah Margaret McLarty
Gary James Kirkham

Laura Jane Cousins
Donald John Alastair McLean

September 16

DEATHS October 6 Elizabeth Ann Ashford
"Well done, good and faithful servant.” David Michael Zdriluk

Edna Caroline Ca.rlton July 21 October 15 Kimberley Anne Coster

Jean Anona Fraleigh September 15 Scott William Snelgrove

Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Lewis October 22

Kathleen Erin (Kay) MacDonald October 17

Kim Suzanne Pickell July 26

Thomas Sanderson July 16

Lillian Kathleen (Kay) Snider August 25

Leila Jean Barnes Vaughan August 18
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