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GETTING TO KNOW JEAN HILL

By Heather Burns

Jean Hill with Heather Burns

With a family background of service to others, it is not surprising that
Jean Hill has carried on this tradition in her own life. In 1912, Jean was
born to a Presbyterian Medical Missionary doctor and his wife in Kong
Moon, a river port on one of the muddy tributaries of the Pearl River south
of Canton China. In 1906, John McDonald, Jean’s father, was
commissioned to go to Kong Moon South China to search for a suitable
area to develop a Mission Compound. Jean’s mother Lillian, taught
conversational English and Music at the girls” boarding school on the mission
compound. Jean and her two siblings were taught by their mother at home.
Because the three children played with the students from the boarding
school, they all became fluent in Cantonese.

Jean and her siblings returned to Canada in 1924 to continue with their
education. In 1933, she graduated from McGill with her B.A. in Education.
Jean taught grade three at Stanstead College in the Eastern Townships of
Quebec.

In 1939, Jean married Kenneth MacMillan, a United Church Minister
who had just graduated from the Montreal Theological College. His first
charges were two small congregations in the east end of Montreal Island.
Jean was very involved with the activities of both churches. In 1942, their
first child, Lillian, was born. That year took them to Parkdale United
Church in Ottawa to replace a minister who was an Overseas Chaplain.
While at this church Jean led Mission Circle Group, a professional women’s
group that was formed to study current missionary issues. Later, when
Jeanand Ken lefl this congregation, the group was named the Jean MacMillan
Mission Circle.

Ken and Jean left for Fort William (now known as Thunder Bay) in
1945. This same year their second child, Keith, was born. They remained
at this church for nine years where Jean was very involved with the Women’s
Missionary Society, Young Women’s Society and CGIT.

In 1955, Ken and Jean returned to the province of Quebec to St. Lambert

United Church. They came to this congregation just as they were trying to
build a Christian Education building. The congregation was very committed
to having this built and paid for within 5 years. While there, Jean saw
tremendous growth in the CGIT program she led, as well as many changes
in the Christian Education Program. Unfortunately, Ken passed away in
1970. Jean remained in Montreal for another 6 years and continued with
her commitmentsto St. Lambert United and also volunteered in the clothing
centres at the Men’s Mission and the Verdun Prostestant Hospital.

Jean came to London in 1976 to be closer to her daughter Lillian and her
family. Since that time, she has been a very active member of the First-St.
Andrew’s United Church family. She has been actively involved in UCW,
Christian Education, Ventures in Mission, Bifocals and many other
committees. Recently, she was honoured as an Elder Emeritus for her
contributions to the life of the church. Interestingly enough, it was through
the Ventures in Mission committee that she met her husband Gordon Hill,
whom she married in the fall of 1 984.

Helping others has always been Jean’s primary interest. Along with her
commitment to the church she has been very interested in the quality of life
in our community. For eleven years she was involved with the Adult Basic
Education Home Tutoring Program, teaching adults to read.

Family is extremely important to Jean. She has six grandchildren who are
the joy of her life and she is soon to experience a new role, that of great
grandmother. Two of her grandchildren have shared her passion for travel,
and have gone with her to Scotland to explore family history.

Jean has had a very interesting and fulfilling life. She tells me she has
truly enjoyed all that she has done and seen. She is a special woman whose
grace and faith have seen her through all that life has to offer.

Jean Hill has given and shared so much of her life with others; I am
honoured to call her my grandmother!
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e ] TEEN RETREAT ‘96
: By Ann Denny

On Friday May 31, the slight drizzle of rain was not enough to dampen the spirits of our teens as we set about putting
up tents at Pearce Williams Christian Centre. The clank of tent poles cheerily announced: the First-St. Andrew’s Youth
Group has arrived!

The first evening we got an introduction to the ancient relaxation technique Tai Chi. Everyone concentrated to get the
position and movements right under the patient leadership of Ruth Comfort. Later we roasted marshmallows. sang
songs, and marvelled at the night sky. It really felt like summer!

The theme of this retreat was ‘Beginnings and Endings’. This was very appropriate as there are so many changes
occurring in the Youth Group. A big group of seniors are saying goodbye, the middle group are just coming into their
own as the core of the group, and the youngest faction are part of their own newly formed TNT (Teens in Transit), under
the leadership of Chris Silcox.

A bitterly cold first night had us quickly snuggling into our sleeping bags to keep warm overnight. We awoke bright and early the next morning for a 6:30
a.m. hike to the Native Historical Earthworks Park, followed by moming watch, our early morning devotional. Then it was back to the lodge for more Tai
Chi. and pancakes cooked over an open fire!

A highlight of Saturday’s program was a visit from Susan Getchell, a talented and engaging storyteller. She encouraged us to share stories about our own
lives with one another. teaching us the basics of good storytelling. Her voice took us on a journey through the tales she told, teaching us more about
ourselves along the way. The sharing and storytelling continued in the afternoon with a study of the Prodigal Son parable. We also found time for making
crafts and composing prayers that we shared together in our warm and happy circle time in the evening,

The rain returned Sunday morning, but still didn’t spoil the informal fun and fellowship of the congregational picnic and worship service, held inside the
lodge. Several of the teens participated in the service, and helped to serve communion. This was a weekend of growth and self-discovery that we will not
soon forget!

Ann Denny

ABOUT POLKA DOT DAYS
By Marion Jackson Tyler

When we asked some children about
Polka Dot Days, they said:

“Fun! [ liked the people who were
there - the adults and the kids. They were
all fun!™

“I think planting the garden was the best.”

“I liked the activities - and the ‘Kite Lady'."

Polka Dot Days were a new adventure last year. They offer a day
of fun, activity and learning with a Christian theme to children JK to
Grade 6 on school Professional Development Days.

Marion Jackson Tyler

Planting seeds behind Farquhar House on Polka Dot Day

Tidings

Last year, each day centred around one of the I am...” sayings of
Jesus (I am the Good Shepherd, I am the Light for the World, etc.).

Team Members

—

Susan Carscadden-Mifsud, Ann Denny
Bruce Hillman, Margaret Wonfor

First-St. Andrew's United Church
350 Queens Avenue,

London, Ontarioc N6B 1X6
Tel:(519) 679-8182

Fax:(519) 439-6838

Four issues yearly. News Deadline for next issue: Oct. 22, 1996
Distribution of next issue:

November 17, 1996

Submissions are accepted only from members of'the First-8t. Andrew's Fam-
ily. The Tidings Team reserves the right to select and edit submissions.
Obtain information from Group and Committee Secretaries or members of
the Tidings Team. The views expresssed in this publication are those of the
authors, not necessarily those of First-St. Andrew's Church.

Chairperson Bob Slater This year, we are going to explore festivals and celebrations from
Editor _ Elaine Wilton other cultures, countries and faiths. On October 4, Harvest Festivals
Liyout datigts Michael Cornelisson, DontJones will be our theme. There may be games from one continent, crafts
Photographers Spencer Inch, Jeff Carroll, David Wake i h | be vt oY, i 6 tell the ory
Staff Represertative:  Bumily Woods om somewhere else (maybe w ca wcavm_p,_}, rama to tell the story
Stewardship Howard Capes from another culture. At the time of writing, our plans are still

developing but we think it will be a fascinating time of learning and
playing.

Pypist . Sl Polka Dot Days has an important new face, Co-ordinator Jennifer
UCW Representative Joyce Meadows . } N i :
Distéibition Bob Slater & Team. Alton Ross & Team Dalmer. Jennifer 1s an enthusiastic, trained teacher and a skilled
Publisher The Education Committee of Stewardship craftsperson. We look forward to working with her.

Polka Dot Days are a wonderful answer for working parents to
‘what do we do with the children on Professional Development
Days’. For children, they are just plain Wonderful Days! (See the
Program Guide for information.)

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

From the Mission & Service Committee

The United Church supporte campus ministrice at 22
universities across Canada. Our support of the Mission &
Service Fund helpe make this type of ministry possible.
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INTERVIEWS: TOWARDS THE 21st CENTURY

By Elaine Wilton

The church of the future -- what will it
look like? Will we recognize it? Will it even
exist beyond the end of this century? Such
questions were addressed recently at both
London Conference and at a Lutheran
Church workshop held in the city.

The article which follows summarizes
information obtained at those conferences
by delegates Catherine Moore, Emily
Woods. Frank Meadows, and Bill Watson.

The Reverend William (Bud) Phillips and Loren Mead, guest
speakers at the respective conferences, both acknowledge that the
church has changed radically in the past century. Church attendance
is down and there are significantly
fewer young adults involved in
organized religion. Many people seek
to fulfil their spiritual needs outside
the church, while others claim religious
affiliation but never attend church.
Furthermore, an increasing percentage
of the population comes from a non-
Christian background.

In the light of these realities, how
are we to respond if we hope to
maintain the church in the 21st
century? Mead’s and Phillips’
comments centred around four areas:
environment, mission, character of the
faith community, and the role of the
clergy.

The time we once knew as
Christendom no longer exists. There
arc many faiths around us, and
clectronic technology has speeded up
communication and widened the circle
of relationships available to us.
Rather than feel threatened by these
changes, we should adopt an
optimistic attitude. Our mission to be
God’s people does not change, but how we carry out that mission
does.

Mission, nowadays, applies not only to far off lands, but also to
our own community. With governments cutting back on social
services, the church is needed more than ever to help the less
fortunate. Phillips believes that volunteers are key to the future of
the church. According to him, people will be eager to volunteer if 1)
the task is important to them, 2) they can make a difference, 3) they
can share and expand their gifts and talents, 4) they can see an end
to their task. People in a successful church know the mission of
their church and can identify what is being done. They are engaged
in worship, learning, and reaching out to others.

If our church is to remain vital, it needs to “grow younger”
according to Bud Phillips. Children, young people, and new
members all need to be included in the circle of activity and decisions.
The result will be twofold -- a greater commitment by members

Elaine Wilton

the future.”

“As | listened to Loren Mead speak
about the future of the church, |
noted, not smugly but thankfully,
how well FSA was already on track.”

v.or. Catherine Moore

“A growing church can identify a °
few things it is doing well.”

“l was excited by a number of
thoughts which could be directed
to FSA as to how we approach

through involvement, and an infusion of fresh ideas.

There is also a need for ongoing Christian education throughout
one’s life. Many people within the church have a real desire to learn
more about the Christian faith.

In the past. it was the role of the clergy to provide the ministry.
Nowadays, however, Mecad sees the minister as a facilitator. The
trend is for the clergy to ask the laity how they can be helped to do
the ministry.

How does First-St. Andrew’s measure up to the standards set by
Mead and Phillips? Catherine Moore commends our committees
for their forward-thinking approach in attempting to meet
congregational needs. The following are some specific examples of
their work:

® Worship consults with
Congregation and is not afraid to try
new things in a sensitive manner;

® Christian Development offers
an array of learning opportunities for
all ages;

® the work of Social Action and
Mission & Service stretches around
the globe and also focuses on the
needs of the London community. The
Out of the Cold program is an example
of such outreach:
groups such as Membership
and Nurture are working to build a
greater sense of community within the
congregation. We are exploring the
possibility of sharing our church
building with students of Weldon Park
Academy this fall.

The church in North America may
be facing difficult times, but there is
no need for despair. This is merely
another in a series of challenges the
church has faced throughout the
course of its history. There s a future
for the church, although it may not be
as easily predictable as it once was. With a spirit of faith and
optimism, however, we can meet the challenge.

ceeene Bud Phillips

eee.. Emily Woods

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

The Reverend William J. (Bud) Phillips is principal and associate professor
of ministry at Vancouver School of Theology.

Loren Mead is founder of the Alban Institute in Washington, an organization
which studies congregational church life in North America.

DID YOU KNOW?

® The All-Ontario Clergy Open Golf Tournament was held
recently at the Doon Valley Course in Kitchener. Frank
Meadows was the Low Gross Winner in the Senior Division,
and was second overall in the popular event.

Tidings
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COUNCIL REPORTS
TOYOU

By Ross MecMullen,

Chair of Council (438-0668)

At the June 23rd Congregational
Meeting, the negotiating team of Robin
Procunier, Paul Huston and June McKay
was authorized to pursue a contract with
Weldon Park Academy. This is for the
use of part of the Church facility for

Ross McMullen  Junior and Senior Kindergarten for the
1996-97 academic year. and is to be presented to the Executive of
Council for final approval. When you read this in late August or
early September, you will probably know the result of the negotiation.
1 truly hope that the result is positive, not only because of your
support, and that of the Staff, Council and Marketing Committee,
but also because of the investment of time, talent and energy of
those directly involved. We have sighted a paradigm shift in our
Congregational life. I believe it looks good on us all and I am
enthusiastic about our opportunities for future accomplishment.

What else is going on? From time to time, when space is available,
you will see the names of the Chairpersons of Council printed on
the last page of the Order of Service. Should you have any
questions, concerns, or IDEAS, these are the key people with whom
to talk it over. Please take advantage of this opportunity.

Mission and Service is one of our most important commitments, [
hope you were able to hear and see Karen Procunier’s approach on
June 23. The Mission and Service Fund Raising Team will include a
letter to us all in this mailing. Please give it your serious
consideration.

Paul Merritt showed a copy of the new hymn book, Joices United,
to the Council. It looks very good. The Worship and Music
Committees will have a joint meeting in September to assess the
book, and make a recommendation to Council,

Joint meetings are a good sign that “Participative Management”
is working. A year ago last March, Dr. Meadows and I attended a
conference led by Loren Mead. It became clear that in the Church
of the Future, lay people will need to take more leadership than they
have in the past. Committees working with other committees is a
good sign that we are moving in the right direction.

There are some areas where we need some help. The Marketing
Committee has recommended a Ride Program. That s, an initiative
where we would provide consistent transportation to Church on
Sunday mornings for people who would not otherwise get there.
So far we have not had anyone come forward to champion this
proposal. Do you know someone who could organize it? Could
you?

I would like to mention one other area where we need help. Glenda
Pennington. and others, are producing the musical Godspell at the
Church in November. They are looking for two corporate sponsors
who would sponsor to the extent of $500 each. The sponsor’s
advertisement would be distributed on posters and published in
the program. Would you help us here?

As I write this, the summer is about to begin. As you read this,
summer will be all but over. I hope that we will all have enjoyed it!

ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS

From the Earth Stewardship Committee

Avoid using hazardous chemicals to clean sink drains. Instead
use boiling water containing 1/4 cup of baking soda and 2 oz. of
vinegar. Sinks and counters can be cleaned with a mixture of
baking soda and water.

Info-Line

UCWPRACTISES RECYCLING
OCTOBER19-9-11 A.M.

The Thursday Evening Unit of the UCW is
sponsoring a fall rummage sale in the
Lower Hall on Saturday, October 19, 9-11
a.m. You can help by finding items in your
home which you no longer need and bring-
ing them in ahead so others can buy them.
Or you could help the UCW organize and
sell items or buy things for your own use.

DAVID CARROTHERS ANNIVERSARY
PREACHER

On Sunday, November 17, First-St. Andrew’s
will celebrate its 164th Anniversary with
guest preacher, the Rev. David Carrothers, a
minister of FSA from 1978 to 1981. Plan to
be a part of this celebration.

MORE ON THE NEW FSAPHOTO DIRECTORY
Look for a “double-sided” flyer enclosed

with this issue of Tidings. You’ll be glad to
know that there will be NO CHARGE for your
copy if your picture has been taken and
included in the directory. You will have a
chance to sign-up at church. Phoners will
also invite participation.

WELL KNOWN PREACHER SPEAKS ON

M & S SUNDAY

Our Mission and Service Committee has
chosen a very popular preacher to speak on
this special Sunday, October 20, at FSA. Be
sure to be there for this worship opportunity.
Look for the M & S letter enclosed with

Tidings.

NOVEMBER 2 -
COMPLETE YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
Thanks to all those who are contributing
hand-made, and home-made items as well
as special treasures which have been
chosen for the FSA Holly Bazaar. Bring your
Christmas list of names on Saturday morn-
ing, November 2nd to the Lower Hall where
you are sure to find gifts to match each
name. Take some time to relax and have
treats in the Cafe Noél while you’re there.

Tidings
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HOLLY BAZAAR - RECIPE FOR SUCCESS
By llloana Smith
Did you know more babies were born in 1990 than any other
vear(for the echo boomers) ??? This may mean a big run on
tooth fairy pillows at our 1996 Holly Bazaar!
This year’s bazaar is on Saturday, November 2nd, so mark
your CGIT calendars (which you can buy at the bazaar!) now.
This summer, many of our members have been busy
gathering, creating and organizing like crazy to make our bazaar
even more successful. What does “success™ mean to the
United Church Women(UCW) who design, deliver and delight
Londoners with this annual bazaar? Quite simply, it means:
+ more kids can go to the camp at Pearce Williams
@ children in crisis get help from the Children’s Aid
* Women’s Community House does more for abused
women and children
3 CGIT reaches its goals more easily
* counselling centres make a difference in young lives
¢ we educate more lay people at Five Oaks
¢ primary kids can participate in our famous Gone Fishing
program
¢ we help more adults in crisis through FSA’s benevolent
fund
This year we've added a Christmas corner which I'm sure
will be very popular. If you’re blessed with talents in the knitting
or crocheting area, we’d love your donation of Christmas
decorations, funky mittens on a string (for stocking stuffers)
or other ideas to use up your odds and ends of wool. Of
course. the jams, jellies and other goodies sell out incredibly
quickly (can you say 20 minutes??). Its easy to see we need
more members to bake, make jam and prepare goodies for sale
because these items sell! Which means, more money for
outreach, which is the big reason we work so hard. Our goal
for "96 is to surpass our record sales of $10,000. Let’s get
involved this year and contribute an item or two to sell at the
bazaar! Call Illoana Smith at 438-1035 or Judith Smith (a new
member, and no, she’s not a relative, just a good friend) at
675-1151 for more information.

WHY COME TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY?

By Marion Johnson

There was a time when going to church on Sunday seemed like
just another chore in my family’s over-busy week. But gradually. as
my involvement in the church has grown and been enriched, I have
come to rely on regular church attendance for the comfort and
renewal | need to face all the other challenges in my life.

We live in stressful times. Uncertainty and change have become
the defining characteristics of our world. Forms of worship are also
changing and evolving, yet regular worship itself is not something
new, but something that connects us not only to the early Christian
church but to the very beginnings of human consciousness. The
importance of taking time to reconnect with God is emphasized in
every religion, as it is in the Old Testament stories of the ancient
world. Without the shared rituals and communal affirmations of
faith that in multifarious ways throughout history embody our
Judaeo-Christian tradition, there can be no ‘people of God .

At First-St. Andrew’s, we are blessed with a tremendously rich
tradition of worship, within which many people give generously of
their talents and their convictions. The thoughtful, encouraging
words from the pulpit each week help to keep our troubles in
perspective, and challenge us to be the best we can be. Where
words and understanding fail, the heavenly music speaks comfort
and inspiration. The beautiful ministry of flowers allows us to share
in each other’s sorrows, and in the joy of remembrance. The Sunday
School lessons taught with so much kindness and dedication to
our children offer them positive values in a world that seems to
have lost its anchor. News of our neighbours, shared through the
bulletin, the announcements. or more personally over a cup of coffee,
bind us together as a community. The discipline of regular prayer.
reading from the Scriptures, sharing in communion and pronouncing
the benediction for each other -- these rituals remind us in
indispensable ways of who we are as a faith community. and who is
the One our lives are meant to serve.

Regular Sunday morning worship is the seed out of which grows
the fellowship, learning and action that enable us to fulfil our
mission as a nurturing community. Through regular worship, we
grow together in the strength of our knowledge that. although
individually we travel along separate paths, not one of us journeys
alone.

A TIME OF RENEWAL FOR FRANK AND FOR FIRST-ST. ANDREW’S

By David Pederson

The Council of First-St. Andrew’s is pleased to announce the approval of a period of study and renewal for Frank Meadows. Frank will
begin his slucly leave in May of 1997 and return after Labour Day (this period includes his annual three weeks of study and one month of

of the church in the next millennium.

Meadows

summer holidays). Frank has two major goals for this period: first to renew himself so that he can continue his
vital and energetic ministry until his retirement and second to study and develop new visions about the future

As you may know, the Council, with Frank’s encouragement, has been reflecting on the implications of new
paradigms about the role of the church in our culture. Frank has provided considerable Icadership on this
reflective process. Last fall he led a study group on the future of the church. You may recall several sermons on
this topic. This study leave will give Frank the opportunity to further investigate current theological perspectives
on the roles the church will play in the 2 1st century.

Council fully supports this period of renewal for Frank. We recognize the outstanding contributions he has
made during his seven and a half years of service with us. We also acknowledge the importance of the

scholarship proposed and believe that this period of study will be fruitful both for the church as an institution as well as for future visions

of First-St. Andrew’s United Church.

Tidings
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First-St. Andrew's United Church: a Christian

Ch a n g es R Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through

worship, fellowship, learning and action

BAPTISMS

“I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.”

MARRIAGES

"Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
Love never fails!"”

June 15
Lori Lynn Proulx
Stuart John Saunders
June 22

Tanya Christine Cameron
Keith Leon Murray

May 10
Donna Diprose Spencer
William Alistair Taylor
May 18
Kendall Rowley
Kevin George Gamble

Amy Elizabeth Clipperton
Bryanna Lynn Bibby
Jeffrey Scott Brooks
Holly Marie Hilborn
Lauren Beth Madinger

Bridget Ann McCrimmon

Dylan Andrew Kavanagh Musico
Amberleigh Anne Ridgewell
Stephanie Nicole Shepard
Danielle Susan Stewardson

Next Baptism: September 22, 1996

GOODBYE & GODSPEED DEATHS
“May kindness and peace be yours from Jesus Chris, "Well done good and faithful servant.”
i fosinl it Lulu Pearl Sangster June 8

Jessie Agnes Young June 16
Laura Jemima MacKenzie  July 8

James W. MacDonald

NEW MEMBERS
"We pray for God's power te help you do all the good things that you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to do.”

Back:

Front:

Received May 5, 1996 ( * by confirmation)

Judith Smith, Sian Arneaud, *Darlene Bibby, *David Bibby, *Frank
Brooks, Allan Bedford, Truus Barker, John Callaghan, Arn Stapleton,
Mike Osborne,

Patti Tyre, Barrie Williams, Evelyn Williams, Pam Brooks, Heather
Bedford, Kathy Callaghan, *Kathie Davis, Aldis Murray

Received by Confirmation May 5 (With sponsors)

Back: Aggie Ramsden. Rob Kirkwood, Matthew Slomer. Paul
Merritt, Adam Guthrie,

Middle: Renny Wheable, Katy Pickering, Emily Cavers, Mary Vernon,
John Schram, Susan Carscadden-Mifsud

Front: Shelley Kostecki, Lynn Beynon, Amy Clipperton, Margie

Net pictured: *Karen Blachford, Patti Crosby-Moldowan, Kelly Shaw Hennen

Net pictured:  Ross Dodington, Martha Hutchinson, Jack McKay

Next Reception of New Members: November 24, 1996

GODSPELL COMING TO FSA By George Jolink

The hit musical from the seventies is coming to First-St. Andrew’s in the fall of "96. Plan to be a part of this extravaganza as we gear up
and begin our preparations. Already the cast has been chosen and they are busy learning their lines. This production is slated to be an
inter-generational project which will involve people from all corners of our congregation. Furthermore our show is intended to be a fund
raiser for a First-St. Andrew’s project yet to be determined. Watch for our publicity campaign beginning in the fall and consider which
area you would be willing to help out with. Some of our current needs are listed below:

+  Corporate or private donations/sponsors

¢ Production Heads for each Department

¢  Production Crew

[fyou can help in any of these arcas, please contact either Glenda Pennington (672-4231) or me (473-4223). Inaddition be sure to mark

November 21-23 on your calendar and come to see history in the making at First-St. Andrew’s.

Tidings Fall 1996 6
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