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INTRODUCING SUSAN SHELSTAD

By Elaine Wilton

If you have been
away on holidays
i the last couple of
weeks, you may
|| not have had a
| chance to meet
First-St. Andrew’s
newest staff
member. Susan
| Shelstad, an
ordained minister,
joined our church
family on July 1 as
Minister of
Christian
Development.
Prior to that she
was the minister at
Lucan United
Church.

Raised in Barrie,
Ontario, Susan was involved in United Church activities right
from the beginning. She started with Baby Band and moved on
to Mission Band, and then to Explorers, CGIT, Junior Choir and
Youth Group.

After earning a BA in English at Queen’s University, she worked
in her home church for a year before returning to Queen’s to attend
theological college. There she met her husband, Stephen, who was
also in theology, and they were married in second year. Their first
posting after graduation was a team ministry in Provost, Alberta
where their two children, Naomi, now 17, and Sam, 14, were born.

Five years later the family moved back to Ontario when Steve
accepted a position with a church in Windsor. Susan decided to
remain at home with the children during that period of time.

Their next call was to Lucan, Ontario, for a team ministry, which
they shared until 1993 when Stephen, in completing a Doctorate of
Ministry, changed careers and became a writer. Susan remained as
full-time minister at Lucan United Church for the next four years.
She, too, is pursuing a Doctorate of Ministry and hopes to graduate

Susan Shelstad

in 1999, specializing in spiritual guidance. While most of the course
work can be done at home, she is required to make monthly trips to
Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit, and also to spend three
consecutive weeks each year in Detroit. (...continued on next page)

STEWARDSHIP VISITATION PLANNED
By Murray Woods

We all can be proud of First-St. Andrew’s
United Church and the work and worship that
abounds, both within its walls and reaching out
from them. This new logo shows FSA Making
the Difference, graphically illustrated by hands -
reaching out, holding firm. folded in prayer or
just working together.

This new logo and symbol. Making the
Difference, will be the theme for our fall
Stewardship Campaign. Our congregation initiates and supports
so many excellent programs and services: Out of the Cold, Gone

Fishing, Polka Dot Days,

Church School for all
ages, Music, Grow-a-
Makird Z ”j
Difforence

Murray Woods

Row, and more. Each year

we need to renew our ///
commitment to them. \ //

Stewardship Sunday is
October 26, a Sunday of
activity to be
experienced. You will
have the opportunity to
be part of “FSA Making the Difference.”

Inside
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Youth on Committees at FSA
Uprooted Peoples
Why Support the Daily Bread Food Bank? ................
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INTRODUCING SUSAN SHELSTAD (continued)

Susan is excited about her new job at FSA and is pleased to be
able to have the experience of working in a large church. She
regards this as an opportunity to work with the best, and to discover
first-hand why FSA is one of the strongest churches in the area.
She particularly looks forward to the task of getting the
contemporary worship service started.

The Shelstads have bought a home in northwest London, and
Naomi and Sam will be attending Banting Secondary School. For
Steve. this move will be somewhat of a homecoming, as he was a
ministerial candidate from this church. He expects to renew some
old acquaintances over the next few months.

In her spare time Susan enjoys reading, dancing, golf and travel.
With her family she has visited Spain, Cuba, and her favourite
vacation spot, New England.

We welcome Susan to London and wish her much success and
happiness at First-St. Andrew’s.

Gone Fishing choir sings in church
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH COMMITTEE BBQ:
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

A hot meal deal at $5! Proceeds to help sponsora
refugee family from Belgrade, Serbia. (immediately
following the 11 a.m. service and before the “Sharing
New Steps”Workshop).

UCW PRACTISES RECYCLING:

FRIDAY/SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17/18

The Thursday Evening Unit of the UCW is sponsoring
a fall rummage sale in the Lower Hall on Friday,
October 17 (7-8 pm) and Saturday, October 18 (9-11
am). You can help by finding items in your home which
you no longer need and bringing them in ahead so
others can buy them. Or you could help the UCW
organize and sell items or buy things for your own
use.

ALEX FARQUHAR ANNIVERSARY PREACHER

On Sunday, November 16, First-St. Andrew’s will
celebrate its 165th Anniversary with guest preacher,
the Rev. Alex Farquhar, a minister of FSA from 1964 to
1979. Plan to be a part of this celebration.

COMPLETE YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

HOLLY BAZAAR - NOVEMBER 14 & 15

Thanks to all those who are contributing hand-made
and home-made items, as well as special treasures
which have been chosen for the FSA Holly Bazaar.
Bring your Christmas list of names on Friday evening
or Saturday morning, Nov. 14 and 15, to the Lower
Hall where you are sure to find gifts to match each
name. Take some time to relax and have treats in the
Cafe Noé&l while you're there,

OPPORTUNITY FOR RECOGNITION

Graduations, marriages, births, deaths, birthdays,
anniversaries, appreciations can be celebrated by
placing a copy of the new hymn book Voices United at
FSA. An inscribed bookplate will record the memory.
Cost $25. Church office (679-8182)

Tidings
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YOUTH ON COMMITTEES AT FSA

By Ann Denny

Mike Cornelissen, Chris Silcox, Ann Denny, Emily Cavers

Committees are the heart of any large organization, the wheels
and gears that it depends on for the smooth operation of the whole.
The volunteers who make up the many committees at First-St.
Andrew’s form a vital link 1n the circle of Christian worship and
activity.

Young people are involved in diverse aspects of our church’s
committee life, including property maintenance. music, worship,
and youth group leadership. For Mike Cornelissen, membership
on the property committee has been a learning experience: “finding
out things about the church that [he] never knew.” Mike has been
mowing the church lawn and doing general upkeep for several
years now. and it was a natural step to become a member of the
property committee when Emily Woods asked if he would like to.
He 1s struck by “the immense cost of running the church,” and
how a lot of the work involves “just keeping the building and
grounds from deteriorating.” The main project the committee has
been working on recently 1s compiling an inventory of everything
the church needs to have fixed, and planning and budgeting so
that by the year 2000 they are all completed. On the committee,
Mike has contact with members of FSA who know a lot about the
history behind the physical structure of FSA, and this interaction
1s one way to keep the stories and the knowledge of the site known,
and to make sure that it is passed on through the generations.

Emily Cavers has been to one meeting of the music committee,
and 1s looking forward to more. She likes the fact that the committee
members “respect your opinion, even though you are younger,”
and commented on the relaxed atmosphere. Mr. Merritt asked her
to join when a conflicting music rehearsal meant that Adam Guthrie
could not make the Tuesday evening meetings. Emily had not
realized how varied the activities of the music committee were.
from setting up concerts to handling the food at the recent
enormously successful Spring Fling.

As a member of the Youth and Young Adult Committee, Chris
Silcox reports on TNT activities, and is involved in planning youth
events. When pastoral relations set up a special subcommittee to
look for a new Christian Development Director, Frank Meadows
asked Chris to be a youth representative in the group. He was also
their correspondence secretary, writing letters to candidates, and
participating in interviews of potential candidates. When I asked
him what he liked most about being on the committee, he
commented, “T like to be able to have an effect on what’s going on,
making Kids see that church is fun and a place where they belong.”
His goal is “trying to make sure that people grow and develop
mutual respect for one another, and learn the value of giving your
tume to something you’re a member of. not paid work, but something
that benefits you.”

Thanks to these and many other dedicated young people on
committees at FSA, our church community can rest assured that
we will continue to be the high achieving institution we know and
love.

UPROOTED PEOPLES
By Margaret Wonfor

UPROOTED PEOPLES - about 13.2 million of them worldwide. In
1995, about 100 refugee sponsorships were undertaken by United
Church congregations. Locally, the Jozic family from Bosnia was
welcomed and supported during their transition to life in London
by six north-central London churches. From M & S resources. legal
counsel and advocacy services are available to refugees bewildered
by immigration laws in an alien tongue.

For the next two years. UPROOTED PEOPLES is the study for
United Church congregations. The current MANDATE magazine
is a wonderful introduction to this study

Back: Jelena Jozic, Suetozar Jozic, Marion Johnson,
Front: Matea Jozic, Mario Jozic. Ellen Denny

WHY SUPPORT THE DAILY BREAD FOODBANK?
By Marion Johnson

Like many FSA members, I often include in my weekly grocery
shopping a few sale items for the foodbank. But rather than dropping
them in the bin so conveniently located near the entrance of the
store, I make a point of taking them down to the church, where the
food will be delivered to the Daily Bread Foodbank at St. Paul’s
Cathedral.

Why make this extra effort? Daily Bread operates very much like
the London Foodbank. with one crucial difference: it does not draw
upon the entire population of London for support. It relies solely
on church people, a much smaller group. If we do not regularly
support it, the cupboard may be bare when the needy come asking
for support.

About 200 individuals per week
receive assistance from Daily
Bread. They are only allowed to
come once every 3 months (similar
restrictions apply at the London
Foodbank.) Sometimes the supply
of food runs low, and the amount of
help that can be given a family is
pathetically small. If we all give
regularly, this will not happen.

Each time we shop for groceries,
let us give thanks for our own daily
bread. and show our thanks by
donating to Daily Bread.

Matthew McCurdy, Ellen
Denny, and Eileen McCurdy

Tidings
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COUNCIL REPORTS TO YOU
By Annabelle Logan ,
Chair of Council (471-2518)

As of this writing, summer is just
beginning. Children are finished
. exams and school, cottages and
camps beckon. but at the time of
reading this article, most of us will
be thinking of Labour Day, back to
school, welcoming Frank and Joyce
back. Sunday morning services at
9:15 and 11:00 a.m., and Church
meetings. We arealso delighted to
welcome the Rev. Susan Shelstad
to our midst as the new Minister of
Christian Development. Susan’s covenanting service will be held
Sunday evening, September 14.

At the last Council meeting before the summer break, four excellent
presentations were made:

nnabelle Logan

# A new sign for the front of the church was approved. A
committee of three (Susan Brown, Office Manager: Scott
Snelgrove, Chair of Finance; and Ron Logan, Chair of Trustees)
was appointed to find the money for this new sign - approximately
$6.000. The Church’s messages need to be more visible.

# Doug McGregor worked countless hours updating the Policy
& Procedures Manual. This is an ongoing project and Doug
took us through the many phases of change.

# The Vision Fund Committee presented a wonderful overview of
the plans to ensure the continuity and stability of the
congregation and property well into the 21st century.

# The Seminar of London Faith Communities on Poverty and
Related Issues. organized by Dr. Bill Watson, is growing and is
being supported by various health related agencies. A fund of
$1.000 called the Sower Project, given by Presbytery to each
Pastoral Charge in Middlesex Presbytery, was given to this
undertaking.

The Fall Stewardship Campaign is highly organized and ready to
roll. Many of you will be asked to participate in this very important
facet of the life and work of First-St. Andrew’s. Please don’t hesitate
tosay YES.

I do hope most of you had a chance to wish Emily and Marion
good luck and God speed. as they both retire from their Christian
Development positions. Marion will be studying at Emmanuel
College. and Emily (lucky for us) will be here at First-St. Andrew’s.

June 22 was the farewell Sunday for the Rev. Betty Sangster. She
was presented with an embroidered red preaching stole from the
congregation. Betty explained the symbols on the stole to the
children assembled at the front. If the Rev. Sangster’s first sermon
at First-St. Andrew’s is an indication of what is to come, the folksin
Bella Coola, B.C.. are extremely fortunate indeed. Our love and best
wishes and God speed go with Betty. Madeline Cram, Mary McLarty,
Mary Jane McMullen. Fryke Oostenbrug and Carol Shaw were the
five dedicated women who created. stitched and sewed the lovely
stole

A big thank you to the Rev. Dr. Barry Moore, who has so ably
assisted Catherine in Frank’s absence.

A new committee is being formed for the ride to church program.
Anyone interested in phoning, driving or helping in any way
with advice, etc., please call Patti Moldowan (471-0057).

To all commuttee chairs and committee members and office
staff who work so diligently all year, many, many thanks. Enjoy
this beautiful God-given country of ours each season and go in
God’s Grace.

YOU ARE INVITED........
By Gertrude Bergey

Sunday. September 21 is the 35th
Anniversary of the founding of the United
Church Women. Now - don’t stop reading!
This is an invitation for YOU to share in our
celebration, to reminisce, and to support us
as we renew our mission.
| Rev. Dr. Frank Meadows will be the
§| “GUEST” preacher. There will be a
™ fellowship period, including a cake, directly
after the service. Please plan tobe a part of
this very special church family event.

Past Presidents will be recognized. Former members, as well as
members of the founding societies are being sought. If you have
not been contacted, please call the Church Office (679-8182) to have
your name added to the list.

If you have worked at the Bazaar or the Rummage Sale, if you
have slugged tables, delivered flowers, visited the sick and/or shut-
ins, etc., we consider you a UCW Associate. So, do come and help
us celebrate.

Sunday - Sept. 21, 1997 - Please mark it on your calendar. and
share in our celebration of 35 years of service to First-St. Andrew’s!

Gertrude Bergey

Teens enjoy (7) the
Pudding Drop game at
Pearce Williams on
June 1, 1997
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ENSURING THE FUTURE OF FSA:

CHARITABLE BEQUESTS
By Paul Wilde

In the previous edition I talked about
gifting through Life Insurance, either on
the life of a single donor or jointly on the
lives of both spouses. This way of
giving provides for the cash proceeds
to FSA at death while receiving the non-
refundable tax credits while alive.

The tax credit 1s applied to the current
year’s income tax return and. if not fully
utilized, can be carried back to your
previous year’s tax return. A bequest
also provides a gift at death either in the
form of money or property. One sign..icant difference, however, 1s
that the limit on how much you can claim as a donation on your final
tax return increases to 100% of your net income instead of the
proposed 75% of net income.

Paul Wilde

There could be advantages where a large estate is taxed at a high
percentage rate, €.g. 50% or more. This can be caused by the fact
that a person who dies is deemed to have disposed of everything
owned a moment before death.

The benefits to FSA are that bequests tend to be larger than
outright gifts. there are relatively few restrictions, and the gift can
be used immediately.

The benefits to the donor are that they maintain full control of the
gift while alive, there may be a tax credit on the final income tax
return and there may be a reduction 1n capital gain taxation.

[ have covered only the various basics of gifting through a bequest
and 1 would caution anyone considering a gift that you contact the
proper professionals before your final decision. Your lawyer can
assist you with the proper wording for your bequest and also advise
you on the best type of bequest. An accountant can advise you on
any taxation issues of concern.

I'would also caution that your family be aware of your intentions
ifthey have an interest in the estate. This may reduce the possibility
of problems occurring during the estate settiement.

Thank you to Scott Snelgrove, C.A., for his suggestions in
preparing this article.

TRAFFIC
By Fryke Oostenbrug

Traffic runs along the roads

Going faster, faster

Hasty treads along the sidewalk

Busy people, voices talking!

No time to stop

No time to rest

No time to encounter

No time for life to enjoy

No time for pausing to see the flowers
No time for a chat

No time for a smile

No time for a book

No time for a word

No time for a friend

No time for a child

Fryke Uostenbrug  No time for an elderly person

No time for prayer.
Hasty footsteps. swarming traffic
No time
No time
No time.

Tidings

The Rev. Betty Sangster
wearing the embroidered red
stole presented on June 22,
1997 by the congregation.

The creators of this stole
Madeline Cram, Mary
MecLarty, Mary Jane
MeMullen, Fryke Oostenbrug,
and Carol Shaw
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Scottish Fiddlers from Children '\.s.Tafem Education Centre led
by Sharon Jones - Supper and Talent Night - April 4, 1997
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First-St. Andrew's United Church:

Ch a n g es a Christian Family encouraging spiritual
FE N

growth through worship, friendship,
learning and action

Sean Linton Edward Davidson Annaka Janet Norman
Spencer Raye Harrison

Next Baptism: September 28, 1997

BAPTISMS

“I will be with you always, even until the end of the world."
Aisha Elaine Ahmed Kent Samuel Hill
Sarah Victoria Burns Natasha Hope Lee-Diemert
Heather Rosanne Dann Spencer David Nicholas Long

MARRIAGES
"Love 1s always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting.
Love never fails!”

April 25 Linda Marie Brownscombe

DEATHS
“Well done good and faithful servant "

Edith Margaret Smith May 1

Ivy May Casson May 10
Robert W. Camm May 21
Lillian Edwards May 23

Gladys M. Wilkinson June 23
Sybil Evelyn Marter July 11

Hubert Ronald Radford
April 26 Sheryl-Ann Mary Elizabeth Kehoe
Neil Kalmadeo Mathura
May 10  Katharine Rebecca Slater
Walter Mark Ellison
May 24 Kelly Elizabeth DeVries
Miltiadis Kailis
May 31 Karen Louise Roy
Christopher Peter Plaskon
May 31 Shelly Anne Fuller
James Melville Deacon
June21 Heather Rosanne Dann
Stephen Paul Robinson
June 28 Sarah Jane Waters
Adam Robert Plante

NEW MEMBERS
"We pray for God's power to help you do all the good things that
you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to do.”

ik

- o
Received May 4, 1997 (*by Confirmation)
Back:Julie Priest. *Dan Fraleigh, Jim Sinclair, Anne Cunningham,
Middle:Linda Radford, Deborah Ferguson, *Lyn Carapella, Joe
Carapella, Scott Kirkpatrick
Front: Nick Bernardo, Laurie Lockington-Wong, Sharon Worth,

*Heather Dann, *Steve Robinson
Not Pictured: Eva & Gordon Archibald, Jane Hill

Next Reception of New Members: November 23, 1997.

GOODBYE & GODSPEED
“May kindness and peace be yours from Jesus Chrisl,

the faithful witness.”
Betty Sangster Laurena Woods
Kelly and David Shaw

Received by confirmation May 4, 1997 (with sponsors)

Back: Chris Rogan, Bob Slater, Jim Elliott, Paul Procunier, Jeannette
Eberhard.

Middle: Doug Cram, Jonathon Cram, Mark Cornelissen, Stephen MacDonald,
Michael Lunau, Kevin Johnston

Front: Pamela Commodore, Alexandra Kroetsch, Aisha Ahmed, Emily
Woods, Rachel Elliott, Bob Rogan, Annaka Norman

Not Pictured - Ralph King, Jean Wright

DID YOU KNOW?

« Stephen Adams wrote in the June Observer, p. 26

+ Richard Dinnen qualified for a Ph.D. in microbiology
and immunology

» Stephen MacDonald earned a Chief Scout's Award

+  Marion Orser received a M.T.S. (Master of Theological
Studies) from Huron College

« Dale Radoja, Grade 6, came first in Ontario, second in

Canada - French Dictation Contest

+ JoAnn Silcox received a M.T.S. degree from Huron |

College

» Lis Wheable received a M.Sc.N. (Master of Science in

Nursing)
John Wiebe was chosen outstanding science teacher at
U.W.0.

e T T P R e
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