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MARGARET WATERS,
A LADY OF DISTINCTION
By Ann Denny

As Margaret Waters sat in church, she thought to herself how beautiful
the chancel window was. Her husband, Moir, had been responsible for
overseeing the design and installation of this window. The fact that she
came to be sitting in church one Sunday, able to enjoy its beauty, is the
result of some excellent changes that were made to the church. With the
new access addition, Margaret is once again able to enter the building.

Much of the history of First-St. Andrew’s, from its foundation to the
recent access addition, is connected with Margaret Waters’ life. Bom in
Kitchener, Ontario, she had a mother who was very active in the church
as President of the Women’s Missionary Society and in many other ar-
eas. The family later moved to Winnipeg, and when Margaret was 16, to
London, becoming part of the First Church congregation.

In 1940, Margaret Waters married the Rev. Moir A. J. Waters, a minister
at the newly formed and newly renovated First-St. Andrew’s United
Church. The story of their courtship has a fairy tale quality. With the
Jjoming of the two churches, First and St. Andrew’s, in 1938, there were
two ministers for the new congregation. An arrangement was formed in
which the ministers would take tums preaching, one on Sunday moming
and the other Sunday evening, altemating each week. Margaret found
herself going to church in the moming one week, and the evening the
next week, depending on which service A. J. Waters was doing. They
kept their courting a secret, driving out to St. Thomas and back after the
Sunday evening service so as to get to know each other. The announce-
ment of their engagement was a wonderful surprise to the congregation!
A mere ten days after the wedding, the couple set off via a Pacific
oceanliner for their medical missionary placement in India. Following
in the footsteps of Moir’s parents, a doctor and a nurse who had been
living in India since before Moir’s birth, the newlyweds spent the next
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five years abroad. They trav-
elled through Japan, stopping
in Hong Kong and other
places on their way to India.
All this travel is somewhat
miraculous considering it
was right in the middle of
World War II. In fact, the
repatriation vessel which
took Margaret and Moir back
to Canada in 1945 - with their
children, four year old Jim
and four month old Heather -
was the first passenger ship
to return to Canada after the
war. They retumed via the
Atlantic Ocean, so the Wa-
ters family had literally trav-
elled around the world!

Their son, Jim, had been
quite ill while in India, and
doctors advised against his
return. After 1945, the Waters family stayed in Canada, starting at a new
church in Toronto. Mrs. Waters says she and her children felt the pres-
sure of being “the minister’s family” - their behaviour set the standard.
“Moir was a good preacher,” says Margaret with quiet pride, “so people
liked him” and by extension, his family.

Margaret Waters

Margaret is described by her daughter, Heather, with whom Margaret
now resides, as the quieter one of the couple. Her father, A.J., was more
outgoing, with “a great sense of humour”. The impression I received is
that of a devoted couple who complemented each other’s strengths and
gave a lot to whatever community they were in. In 1948 the family
moved to Victoria, B.C. where they remained for the next 7 years.
Margaret did a lot of cooking during this period, and Christmas photos
always show one or more strangers who were invited to join the family
dinner. “Sometimes being a minister’s wife was fun” she says with a
twinkle in her eye. “I would put the roast in the oven before church and
then tell my husband that he could only preach for so long, so it wouldn’t
be overdone! I'd ask him ‘how many potatoes?” on the way out.”

Margaret has a degree in nursing from U.W.O. As a minister’s wife
during the 1950’s, she sometimes felt that she was required to choose
between her husband and her job. However, she did not want to see her
nursing abilities wasted and eventually took several jobs as health nurse
educator in the schools.

Margaret sits in the atrium Sunday moming, waiting for her daughter to
park the car and join her. She enjoys the chance to observe all the people
who use the access doors; “it is a wonderful welcoming environment.”
Welcome back, Margaret!

Lent, Holy Week and Easter 1996 1



“

THE "NEW" CHURCH PARLOUR
By Gertrude Bergey

The United Church Women have refurbished the parlour, after
some twenty years of hard use. Many people have expressed pleas-
ure and admiration for the “new look”.

The parlour is no longer the “Ladies Parlour”. It is the “Church
Parlour”. Why then did the U.C.W. assume the redecoration costs?
Simply said, it provided us with an opportunity to assume re-
sponsibility for a share of the ongoing costs of maintaining the
fabric of our church building.

The U.C.W. is very grateful to the Property Committee for the
replacement of the ceiling. While awaiting the ceiling repair and
the completion of the Access, our funds earned interest and ena-
bled us to do a better job.

No new furniture was purchased. Repairs and re-upholstery were
the order of the day. Thus we were pleased that the repairs and
renewals provided work for local tradespeople.

The committee which achieved such a fine result included Jane
Ebbs, Lu McLean, Trudy Valentine and Lorna Kilb. Congratula-
tions are surely in order!

The Church Parlour is a very versatile room, much used by a
variety of groups for receptions, unit meetings, committees, study
groups, Rainbows, classes, rehearsals, etc.

So, the U.C.W. offers this room to the congregation. Use it! Re-
spect it! Enjoy it!
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Thursday Morning Bible Study Group enjoys the "new" parlour

Info-Line !

INCOME TAX RECEIPT MAY BE ENCLOSED

Please check your Tidings envelope for a sealed envelope
containing your tax receipt

ANNUAL MEETING - FEBRUARY 18 -1 PM

Enjoy and sandwich lunch after church. Hear and see
the good news of 1995. Participate in decisions affecting
our future.

LOVED ONES REMEMBERED

Flowers may be placed in the chapel/sanctuary in memory
of loved ones. For available dates, please refer to the
flower calendar in the Access Lobby. Call the church
office (679-8182) by Monday April 1st if you wish to place
Easter Lilies.

HOLLY BAZAAR

UCW Community Outreach Projects were assured when
the profits from the Holly Bazaar were counted. $8300 !
Many people worked together for this result. Thanks to
all.

OBSERVER RENEWAL TIME HAS ARRIVED

To start or renew monthly home delivery of The Observer,
place $10 in an envelope. Print "Observer” and "your
name"” on it before placing it on the offering plate or
getting it to the church office.

APRIL 20 UCW RECYCLING PROJECT
UCW Spring rummage sale offers us the opportunity to
recycle items we are no longer using.

ENVIRONMENTAL TIPS

From the Earth Stewardship Committee
Try to avoid buying products in aerosol cans. Many aerosol
cans still contain CFC's that harm the ozone layer
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FSA RECEIVES CITY OF LONDON AWARD CAPTURED ON FILM AT FSA

By Russ Gonder

On Monday evening, December 4th, 19 3
members from First-St. Andrew’s attended ‘sﬂ

a London City Council meeting for the
presentation of the Urban Design Awards
for 1995. Our Access Addition was the

Frank Meadows wearing the
new stole and admiring the

recipient of the First Award for the out- matching antependium
standing entry in all categories! _ _ crafted by our United
These awards are made each year to ar- SR Charchibomen

chitectural firms and their clients, by the W

City of London in conjunction with the

London Society of Architects to recognize The Certificate

outstanding architectural achievements. A

total of five awards are given, four for distinct classes of projects
and a fifth, the First Award, to recognize an outstanding entry from
all submissions.

Russ Scorgie’s
firm, the architects
for the Access
Addition, were the
recipients of
another award for
the Gainsborough
Seniors' Residence,
under the “new

residential/
Suns ik fulien, Pronk domestic
oss McMullen, Frank Meadows, 1di »
Russ Scorgie, Russ Gonder bm]c{mgs ;
classification.

The award received by FSA consisted of a brass plaque which will
be mounted on the exterior of the building and a certificate which
will be displayed inside.

The reasons cited for the award were:
Fran Eberhard and

Helen Eberhard
shopping at the Holly
Bazaar

“Preserving the character and replicating the craft of the original
Church building this new “accessible entrance” is cleverly oriented
on a 45 degree angle so as not to detract from the “ceremonial” front
entrance and facade. A functional hallmark of the design, the almost
concealed glass atrium that unites the brick structure to the existing
east wall of the sanctuary preserves an ummpeded flow of light to
the gothic windows of the origi- T

nal building.”

This award is a welcome en-
dorsement of our addition by
design professionals in the
community, It is consistent with
the praise the project has re-
ceived from many others in the
church and community. We are
the proud recipient of an addi-
tion to our church that is not
only outstanding in appearance,
but also one which functionally
supports and enhances the
worth of all other areas of the

church as well. Mayor Dianne Haskett with Russ Gonder

e IS ey T
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COUNCIL REPORTS

TOYOU
By Ross MecMullen
Chair of Council (438-0668)

During the Fall, many things
have happened:

®  Charlotte Ann Bell was
made a corresponding member
of Council as she studies for the
Diaconal Ministry, currently
under the supervision of
Marion;

@ the need for portable
staging has long been understood, and now it is within sight as
the Trustees have allocated $6,000, and the Music Committee
$2.000 towards its purchase;

® the Foodgrains Project is complete, making $67,000
available for food for hungry people.

Ross McMullen

The Stewardship campaign has come and gone, providing updated
information to Volunteer Management and Finance.

Every Sunday we have a warm worship environment with excellent
preaching and wonderful music. Our warmest thanks to all of our
staff and many volunteers who help to make all of these things,
and much more, happen in ocur Congregation.

At our December meeting, attended by members of our
Congregation, the Strategic Planning Marketing Committee
presented its final report. Because of the “change” that it represents,
we followed up at the January meeting with two presentations.
The first was by Frank Meadows discussing the paradigm changes
that the church has undergone and is undergoing. This was
followed by a presentation on “Managing Change” by Wendell
Davidson. Wendell is an Education Consultant with London Life
Insurance. These presentations resulted in very positive feedback
from Council members.

I am sure we are all delighted that our new Access won first place
in the 1995 Urban Design Awards. The certificate and plaque are
on view in the Atrium.

There is a need for a Mail Centre in our church. At a recent
Council meeting, we were delighted to hear from the U.C.W. that
they would fund this centre to be placed in the Atrium.
Communications are vital to our congregation and this gift will
strengthen this aspect of our Congregational Life.

Our financial picture for 1995 is very gratifying. We have achieved
asurplus which means that we met our original Mission and Service
target and have funds to start us off in 1996. Many people made
special contributions in time and money to achieve this result.
We’re grateful to you.

Now we all look forward to the Annual Meeting on February 18
after church. I'hope you will be there. It is important to participate
and we appreciate your input.

Elaine Wilson and Jack Hillier present the
Marketing Committee Report to Council

VIDEQS IN LIBRARY APPEAL TO CHILDREN
By Emily Woods

In an age where TV has become an incredible influence on
kids, it’s exciting to have quality entertainment that kids love
and with biblical values that parents applaud.

Our Church Library has added several new videos to the
children’s collection in five different series.

QUIGLEY'’S VILLAGE Welcome to Quigley’s Village, a
delightful place where children learn such Christian values
as patience and obedience.

CHARLIE WANDERMOUSE Wonderful adventures in Hot
Air Balloons, a Candy Factory, Flash Flood etc., new stories
based on parables.

BIBLE OXFORD SERIES Animated stories of Creation,
Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob etc., as well as
The First Christmas and The First Easter.

MCGEE AND ME Good fun and live action in the world of
Nicholas and his cartoon friend McGee who get into
adventures and not-so-normal situations.

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA These classic fantasy
adventures travel into a magical world where animals speak,
mythical creatures roam and children fight an epic battle
between good and evil.

COME and BORROW!

ENJOY and LEARN!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
From the M & S Committee

Bringing the Church into our homes and daily lives is
an important and ongoing task. Each one of us is in
ministry, and resources like Mandate, Exchange, and
The United Church Observer, inform, equip, and chal-
lenge us to be the People of God in Canada and the
world. The Mission and Service fund support makes
the publication of these resources possible

Tidings
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A LOOK AT THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE
By Ed Ellis

Ever find yourself sitting in the church before the service wondering
who looks after the multitude of repairs and maintenance issues
connected with a building and property of this magnitude? Ever
ponder what changes you would make if this were your
responsibility? How would you set priorities for the seemingly
endless list of repairs, alterations and additions needed to keep it
in the excellent condition that a church of this historic and personal
magnitude deserves for all who worship here?

Needless to say, this is a very tall order but one well within the
capabilities of the dedicated members of the Property Committee.
Under the creative and dynamic leadership of chairperson Robin
Procunier, members Al Taylor, Gib Cole, Ed Ellis, Bob Vosper,
John Jardine, Jim Hendry, and Russ Scorgie pool their energy
and personal skills to accomplish the jobs of property management.
Susan Brown, Paul Huston and Lu McLean are also members in
an ex-officio capacity.

As Robin is quick to point out, we are blessed with an enormous
wealth of time, talent and resources in the congregation and within
this committee. An examination of what brings us to this great
church would certainly include the excellent leadership in worship,
children’s programs, the music
program, mission and service, just
to mention a few. But there is also
a shared passion for this 126 year
old structure that makes us all work
that extra bit harder to maintain
this magnificent building for
ourselves and all those who come
after us. In the past year, the
property Committee has overseen
the restoration of the “Ross
memorial” stained glass window,
the replacement of stained glass in
the main entrance, the removal and
installation of the parlour ceiling,
the decorating of the fireside
hallway, installation of new carpet
in Frank’s office, airconditioning
and lighting repairs to Catherine’s
office, replacement waterlines and
sewer connections, landscaping,
restoration to parapet walls and the illumination of the stained
glass window at the front of the sanctuary ... just to mention a few
of the tasks completed in "95. The list for 1996 has not yet been
finalized but we do know we need immediate replacement of a
major portion of the roof over the Sunday school building for a
start.

As a group, the property committee members all share an interest
in the challenges of a historic building. Collectively this committee
has an abundance of interest, experience and passion for solving
problems to get the work done in the most cost efficient manner.
For example, Gib Cole brings to the committee over forty years of
mechanical expertise and familiarity with systems within the
church. He has seen many changes over the years including the
moving of the organ, the removal of the side balconies, the
installation of the chair lift and the replacement of the old boiler.
Gib enjoys the challenges of tackling problems in an old building
for there are always “lots of surprises”. Of all the changes Gib has
seen over the years, he feels that Access has been our finest
improvement to the functioning of FSA.

Al Taylor is also a long time member of our church who has

witnessed many changes and helped provide us with the continuity
that is so valuable. Presently, he oversees the repair and
management needs of Farquhar House.

Jim Hendry, a more recent member to FSA, brings his experience
in construction and manufacturing technology to the committee.
Like the others, he also feels that maintaining the magnificence of
our Church should be our first priority. He is awed by the
construction of the sanctuary with its massive roof timbers, steeple
and structural features. It is the character and integrity of the
building that he feels is necessary to maintain as we go about
repairing, up-dating and re-structuring some of its space and
functions.

John Jardine also shares this belief in maintaining the character
and integrity of the building. John brings his experience in
engineering, construction methods and utilities services to the
committee. He feels that the warmth and character of our church
far exceeds any of the many structural or mechanical concerns it
presents. Some might argue that the endless nooks and crannies
give it more charm than practical efficiency.

Ed Ellis joined the Property Committee under Russ Gonder’s
leadership and quickly felt that this was the place where he could
be of service to the church. He enjoys the camaraderie of this
group and also respects their diligence and hard work. Ed enjoys
tackling the practical jobs that this
group undertakes and doesn’t mind
getting a bit dirty doing so. At this
time he and Bill Davidson of the
congregation are busy revitalizing the
cracked pews with a “special wood
finish enhancer”.

Bob Vosper is another member who
has served this church in almost every
capacity for over forty years. If you
know what to look for, you will see
his handiwork in almost every area
of FSA. A talented craftsman and
woodworker, Bob enjoys building
cabinets, shelving units and bulletin
boards, as well as fixing stoves,

Back: Bob Vosper, Romemcumer Susan Brown, ffd Ellis overseeing waterline and other
Front: John Jardine, Jim Hendry, Russ Scorgie

repairs.

Russ Scorgie wears many hats around FSA. Prior to being a
member of this committee, he served on the long-range planning
committee that resulted in his role on the Access Committee. He
was the architect who directed the Access project, overseeing the
design phase, the working drawings and much of the construction.
From his perspective, he feels that this committee has an enormous
responsibility for maintaining the Church’s integrity while keeping
in mind its age and historical significance. As Russ remarked,
“we need a master plan when approaching the repairs and changes
to our building. We cannot just tackle things a room at a time
without an integrating theme. 7There must be a concern for
continuity throughout the building as we take a long-term approach
to the preservation of the church.”. Russ also made the point that
our church is constantly evolving as it meets the current needs of
the congregation and as repairs and renovations are undertaken.

Although he feels that it is important that the building evolve to
meet the present needs of the congregation, it must be brought
about so that the overall integrity of the original architectural
structure is kept. I guess this rules out vinyl siding and other low
maintenance products!

This is a great committee and new members are warmly welcomed
and, as I found out, quickly put to work.

Tidings
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First-St. Andrew's United Church: a Christian

Ch a n g es S— Ministry nurturing spiritual growth through

worship, fellowship, learning and action

BAPTISMS NEW MEMBERS
“I will be with you always, even until the end of the world” “We pray for God's power to help you do all the good things

that you hope to do and that your faith makes you want to do.”
Arlene Rowe Coffin

New Members Received November 26, 1995:
Next Baptisms - April 7 & May 12, 1996

DEATHS
“Well done good and faithful servant!”
Helen Elizabeth Rowat August 12, 1995
Helen Marlowe Silverwood October 26, 1995
A. Stuart Robb January 16, 1996
GOODBYE & GODSPEED r
i

“May kindness and peace be yours from Jesus Christ, the

[aithful witness.”

Donna Crinklaw Wiancko

David McMurray ) ) Bfrck: Cami Eyre, D‘an f"-!amb!y. TD‘.M” Travis
folin Raid Front: *Amy Freeman, Pamela Cottingham, FElaine Russell

Not pictured: Catherine Bentley, *Carolyn Herrington,
Earl Orser. Marion Orser

MARRIAGES

“Love is always supportive, loyal, helpful and trusting. *Received by Confirmation !

Love never fails!™ ';
November 4 Tara Elizabeth MacDonald Next Reception of New Members: May 5, 1996

Hugh William Getliffe

WILL YOU BECOME A FRIEND OF MUSIC AT FSA?
By Bruce Moor, Chair of Music Committee

This is the eighteenth season for the Music at First-St. Andrew’s Concert Series. This series is co-ordinated and managed by Paul
Merritt who reports to the Music Committee. The Concert Series continues to be self-supporting and operates independently of the
Church Council, and is entirely funded by the Friends of Music.

Friends of Music at First-St. Andrew’s are people in our church and community who contribute financially to enable our Christian
witness in the community to continue to flourish and provide the benefits of quality music to London and beyond. With this financial |
help the series is able to continue on a non-profit basis, keeping ticket prices as low as possible. Our Concert Series presents a wide
variety of musical programs including organ recitals, vocal concerts, choral/orchestral programs and instrumental recitals as a musi-
cal outreach to the community.

While our 1995/96 series has already featured many wonderful events the culmination of the season will be the Canadian premiére of
the musical morality .Jonah by British composer William Mathias. This major work featuring our own choir, soloists, orchestra and
the St. Marys Children’s Choir is not to be missed!

Will you become a I'riend of Music at First-St. Andrew’s? Enclose your cheque in an envelope marked Friends of Music and place it !
on the offering plate or mail it to the church office. Your contributions are tax deductible and we will know that we have your support |
in this special ministry.

EEeEE——a—— a0 = = e mmamn e e — e o)
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